
Help save Xerothamnella parvifolia

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Xerothamnella parvifolia

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Mt. Poole in Unincorporated LGA

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
Vulnerable

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (range-restricted)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10844

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Strategic Importance: Mt. Poole is the only known location of this 
species in NSW. As the population is limited to one site, the species 
is highly vulnerable to extinction in NSW from stochastic events. 
Population numbers have slowly decreased over time due in part to 
grazing pressure and drought. Fifty-nine individual plants have been 
caged but their growth has been limited to the size of the cage. On-
ground management is required to protect the species from threats 
and allow increased growth and seed setting ability of caged plants at 
the site.
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priority management site(s)
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Total site area (ha):

92929.20

Local government area:

Unincorporated

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Sturt National Park

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Mt. Poole
Mt. Poole is a remnant rocky outcrop located approximately 17 
kilometres north-west of Milparinka in the far north-western plains 
of the state. The majority of the area is a reserve for Public 
Recreation and Monuments administered by the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service with the remainder on leasehold land.

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site
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Management activities to protect the Xerothamnella parvifolia 
at the site
Threat Objective Action

Major grazing 
disturbance (Euros, 
rabbits, goats and 
sheep) in Mt Poole 
populations.

Reduce the impacts of 
grazing

Replace wire mesh cylinders (hats) 
around the 59 plants already 
caged at Mt. Poole with a larger 
size to allow further growth and 
area for possible seed set 
protected from grazing.

Intense grazing 
threatens successful 
seed-set and seedling 
survival.

Reduce the impacts of 
grazing

Conduct a visual threat 
assessment of the presence of 
pest animals and weeds (e.g. 
weed species and relative 
abundance, degree of soil 
compaction by trampling, 
abundance of grazing animal dung 
as well as species of animal by 
dung identification and/or direct 
observation).

The very restricted 
size and distribution of 
the population makes 
it susceptible to 
stochastic extinction.

Augment extant wild 
population(s)

Conduct baseline testing of seed 
germination. If germination is 
possible, investigate the 
mechanisms influencing the lack of 
germination at the Mt. Poole 
location and/or threats limiting 
germination such as seed 
predation. Research procedures to 
be determined by post graduate 
student and supervisor of the 
relevant institution.

The very restricted 
size and distribution of 
the population makes 
it susceptible to 
stochastic extinction.

Identify additional 
population(s)

If research does not identify 
environmental factors limiting 
germination, conduct genotyping 
analysis of samples from different 
locations in other states to identify 
degree of cloning in the species.

The very restricted 
size and distribution of 
the population makes 
it susceptible to 
stochastic extinction.

Maintain ex-situ 
population for 
supplementation

Collect seed from the site for long-
term storage, potential future 
translocation, and for completion 
of seed viability research. Use 
Australian Botanic Gardens (ABG) 
collection protocols. Collections 
must be managed by ABG or 
Saving our Species staff to 
minimise impacts on population 
recruitment. Liaise with the South 
Australian Seedbank on the 
potential use of interstate material. 

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Annual monitoring of individual 
plants at the Mt. Poole population, 
including condition (alive, dead, % 
dead foliage), size (height, width), 
reproductive status (flower, fruit, 
seed), type of current protection 
(exclosure, cage or none) and 
presence of new individuals 
(clonal, seed). Degree of grazing 
damage to each plant will also be 
recorded.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


