
Help save Atlas Rainforest Ground-
beetle

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Nurus atlas

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Alstonville Plateau in Ballina, Lismore LGA

Photo: Geoff Monteith

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Site-managed species

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10564

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Atlas Rainforest Ground-beetle occurrence 
and priority management site(s)

Priority management siteSpecies occurrence(*)
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Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of species 
abundance, extent and condition 
on the site will be conducted to 
determine  population trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project's 
effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Total site area (ha):

22105.60

Local government area:

Ballina, Lismore

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Davis Scrub Nature Reserve, 
Uralba Nature Reserve, Victoria 
Park Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

Yes

Alstonville Plateau
This management site occurs within the Ballina, Lismore local 
government area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the species
 or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If you would 
like more information or are interested in becoming involved in the 
conservation of this species, please register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 1:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site
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Management activities to protect Atlas Rainforest Ground-
beetle at the site
Threat Objective Action

Invasion of habitat by 
introduced weeds, 
specifically 
Tradescantia spp and 
Dolichandra unguis-
cati (Cat's Claw 
Creeper).

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct targeted hand weeding to 
remove weeds and maintain at 
minimal levels. Spot spraying only 
when no other alternative. Target 
weeds include Tradescantia spp 
and Dolichandra unguis-cati (Cat's 
claw creeper).

Predation by brush 
turkeys, destroying 
burrows through 
roosting, breeding 
and foraging activities.

Reduce impacts of 
pest species

Investigate the efficacy of mesh 
cages used around burrows to 
protect from brush turkey 
disturbance. Mesh size to allow for 
small fauna entry but not turkey 
scratching. Alternative is lying 
mesh flat.

Grazing and 
associated trampling 
by cattle.

Exclude grazing from 
the site

Liaise with neighbouring 
landholders at the Whites lane site 
to restrict cattle entry.

Stormwater runoff 
from adjacent roads.

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

At Lumley Park and Willow Bank 
liaise with Ballina Shire Council 
regarding redirection of runoff 
through use of small engineering 
works away from burrows and 
potential habitat. At Willow Bank 
liaise with commercial nursery 
regarding ponding and resultant 
duck weed growth.

Fire encroaching into 
key habitat.

Protect key habitat 
from wildfires or during 
hazard reduction 
activities where 
possible

At Brockley North location liaise 
with Rural Fire Service to raise 
awareness of the species, its 
habitat, and potential for damaging 
fire incursion from hazard 
reduction burns in adjoining 
eucalypt patches.

Predation by cane 
toads.

Reduce impacts of 
pest species

Investigate site specific methods 
for minimising predation and other 
disturbance during periods of 
breeding, hatching and burrow 
emerging. Cane Toad stomach 
content analysis to determine rates 
and/or sites of major predation.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Undertake surveys of occupied vs 
non-occupied burrows throughout 
suitable habitat at sites.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


