
Help save Callistemon 
purpurascens

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Callistemon purpurascens

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Two priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered north 
to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• North Katoomba in Blue Mountains LGA
• Megalong Valley in Blue Mountains LGA

Photo: Steven Douglas

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Critically Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Site-managed species

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20319

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Callistemon purpurascens occurrence and 
priority management site(s)

Priority management siteSpecies occurrence(*)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20319
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20319
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20319
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20319


Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of species 
abundance, extent and condition 
on the site will be conducted to 
determine  population trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project's 
effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Total site area (ha):

17.96

Local government area:

Blue Mountains

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

North Katoomba
This management site occurs within the Blue Mountains local 
government area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the species
 or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If you would 
like more information or are interested in becoming involved in the 
conservation of this species, please register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 1:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Management activities to protect Callistemon purpurascens at 
the site
Threat Objective Action

This species is not 
known to occur on 
conservation estate.

Ensure land 
management is 
sympathetic to the 
long term 
requirements of the 
species

Negotiate with landholders to 
conserve and protect Callistemon 
purpurascens. Investigate land 
protection in perpetuity.

Historic and potential 
future catastrophic 
changes in hydrology 
due to altered 
drainage associated 
with dams.

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Liaise with landholders to 
communicate the potential effect of 
dam failure on the species, and 
the need to ensure dam structural 
integrity as well as a beneficial 
seepage regime.Support 
appropriate dam management 
measures.

Decline in health/loss 
of mature plants and a 
lack of seed-based 
recruitment due to 
infection by 
Austropuccinia psidii 
(Myrtle Rust).

Prevent entry of 
disease to the site 

Apply hygiene protocols, and 
educate and raise awareness of 
landowners, stakeholders and the 
local community in order to 
prevent entry of Myrtle Rust to the 
site.

Extremely small (less 
than 350 individuals) 
population size and 
extremely small area 
of occupancy make 
this species extremely 
vulnerable to 
extinction. 

Identify additional 
population(s)

Conduct surveys for additional 
populations. Consult with 
Bushcare groups to identify 
potential survey locations.

Hybridisation with 
other Callistemon 
species.

Maintain genetic 
integrity/diversity

Investigate susceptibility to 
hybridisation. Proactively address 
existing and potential future 
sources of hybridisation in the area 
(local and plateau). Ensure all 
revegetation and enhancement 
plantings meet cultivation and 
hygiene requirements.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Monitor during flowering period 
(late-November to mid to late-
December, depending on 
conditions). Investigate trialling 
very low elevation drone 
monitoring in dense vegetation. 
Monitor recruitment and population 
dynamics.



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of species 
abundance, extent and condition 
on the site will be conducted to 
determine  population trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project's 
effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Total site area (ha):

340.95

Local government area:

Blue Mountains

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

Yes

Megalong Valley
This management site occurs within the Blue Mountains local 
government area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the species
 or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If you would 
like more information or are interested in becoming involved in the 
conservation of this species, please register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 2:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Management activities to protect Callistemon purpurascens at 
the site
Threat Objective Action

This species is not 
known to occur on 
conservation estate.

Ensure land 
management is 
sympathetic to the 
long term 
requirements of the 
species

Negotiate with landholders to 
conserve and protect Callistemon 
purpurascens. Investigate land 
protection in perpetuity.

Rubus 
anglocandicans is the 
primary concern, 
though pasture weeds 
are also an issue and 
Lonicera japonica is a 
problem nearby.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Control Rubus anglocandicans 
(Blackberry), which has the 
potential to become a larger issue 
at the site if left untreated. Monitor 
for incursion of Lonicera japonica 
(Japanese Honeysuckle) and 
control as required.

Habitat degradation 
and altered hydrology 
due to pig wallowing.

Reduce impacts of 
pest species

Negotiate with landholders and 
Greater Sydney Local Land 
Services to monitor pig activity and 
control pigs as required. Monitor 
recovery of damaged areas and 
conduct remedial action as 
necessary to prevent further 
erosion.

Historic and potential 
future catastrophic 
changes in hydrology 
due to altered 
drainage associated 
with dams.

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Liaise with landholders to have 
engineers investigate the structural 
integrity of upstream dams. 
Undertake remedial action as 
necessary (potentially re-engineer 
the spillways on dams), to ensure 
the dam headwalls do not fail, 
while retaining a beneficial 
seepage regime. 

Decline in health/loss 
of mature plants and a 
lack of seed-based 
recruitment due to 
infection by 
Austropuccinia psidii 
(Myrtle Rust).

Prevent entry of 
disease to the site 

Apply hygiene protocols, and 
educate and raise awareness of 
landowners, stakeholders and the 
local community in order to 
prevent entry of Myrtle Rust to the 
site.

Competition from 
native vegetation with 
the species.

Reduce competition 
from native vegetation

Trial removal and suppression of 
common competing shrub species 
(including Leptospermum 
juniperinum, L. polygalifolium and 
Kunzea ambigua). Monitor 
recruitment and population 
dynamics. Monitor for incursion of 
eucalypts and any potential for 
competition from them. 

Inappropriate fire 
regimes, which has 
altered the vegetation 
structure and floristic 
diversity.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Investigate an appropriate fire 
regime and examine the 
implications of vegetation regrowth 
for conservation of Callistemon 
purpurascens.

Hybridisation with 
other Callistemon 
species.

Maintain genetic 
integrity/diversity

Investigate susceptibility to 
hybridisation. Proactively address 
existing and potential future 
sources of hybridisation in the area 
(local and plateau). Ensure all 
revegetation and enhancement 
plantings meet cultivation and 
hygiene requirements. 

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Monitor during flowering period 
(late-November to mid-December, 
depending on conditions). 
Investigate trialling very low 
elevation drone monitoring in 
dense vegetation conditions. 
Consolidate existing species 
mapping and survey results.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies




