
Help save Agnes Banks Woodland 
in the Sydney Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Five priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered north 
to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• The Driftway in Penrith LGA
• Former Quarry in Penrith LGA
• Rickards Rd, small lot farms in Penrith LGA
• Agnes Banks Nature Reserve in Penrith LGA
• Wilshire Rd/ Londonderry Rd in Penrith LGA

Photo: Michael Cufer

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Critically Endangered 
Ecological Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10034

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Agnes Banks Woodland in the Sydney 
Basin Bioregion occurrence and priority 
management site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10034
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10034
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10034
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10034


Total site area (ha):

126.25

Local government area:

Penrith

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

The Driftway
This management site occurs within the Penrith local government 
area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the ecological 
community or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If 
you would like more information or are interested in becoming 
involved in the conservation of this ecological community, please 
register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 1:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site

Management activities to protect Agnes Banks Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Damage caused by 
human disturbance 
including rubbish 
dumping, arson, trail 
& other motorbikes, 
4WDs, bicycles, and 
trampling.

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Prevent damage and disturbance 
by visitors by managing access to 
tracks (including vehicular and 
pedestrian) through the installation 
of deterrent signage, bollards, 
gates, and/or fencing at strategic 
locations. Encourage natural 
revegetation or revegetate 
following any track closure. 

Damage caused by 
human disturbance 
including rubbish 
dumping, arson, trail 
& other motorbikes, 
4WDs, bicycles, and 
trampling.

Prevent access of 
recreational users to 
site

Actively remove dumped illegal 
waste from patches of the TEC 
across the site.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Support land managers to 
establish a 
revegetation/regeneration plan. 
Include information about fauna 
that depend on the woodland as 
well as threats to the community 
such as human disturbance, 
weeds, fire, and underscrubbing. 
Encourage natural regeneration in 
the first instance in degraded or 
cleared areas. If natural 
revegetation is not enough, work 
with land managers to revegetate 
cleared areas following Australian 
Native Plant Conservation 
guidelines. This can be achieved 
by monitoring natural regeneration 
in degraded areas of TEC for 1- 2 
years. If understorey species are 
missing or less than benchmark 
diversity and density after 1-2 
years, implement assisted 
revegetation through the 
development of a vegetation 
management plan using suitable 
species and local providence for 
the TEC.

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Consult with landholders about 
participating in conservation 
agreements (preferably long-term 
in perpetuity) to protect the TEC. 
Engage with land holders through 
pamphlet drops, information nights 
and individual contact.

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Identify important hollow-
dependent fauna and if/where 
appropriate install custom 
designed nest boxes to support 
local populations. Measure nest 
box usage and efficacy with a 
targeted monitoring program.

Inappropriate fire 
regimes, which have 
altered the 
appropriate floristic 
and structural diversity

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Liaise with Deerubbin Local 
Aboriginal Land Council about 
conducting cultural burns 
(ecological burns) within and 
adjacent to the TEC using the 
appropriate regime. 

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Prevent weed invasion 
of the site

Create a vegetation buffer along 
the edge of the TEC to prevent 
weeds from invading.

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake appropriate weed 
control using the most appropriate 
methods to suit differing conditions 
and schedule regular follow up 
work. For grasses, undertake 
manual removal with follow up 
work every 3 months for a 
minimum of 18 months. Where 
weeds have been removed, direct 
seed from surrounding bushland 
and spread woody debris on the 
ground to prevent movement of 
soil.



Total site area (ha):

141.42

Local government area:

Penrith

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Former Quarry
Former Quarry

Site 2:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Agnes Banks Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Damage caused by 
human disturbance 
including rubbish 
dumping, arson, trail 
& other motorbikes, 
4WDs, bicycles, and 
trampling.

Prevent access of 
recreational users to 
site

Actively remove dumped illegal 
waste from patches of the TEC 
across the site. 

Damage caused by 
human disturbance 
including rubbish 
dumping, arson, trail 
& other motorbikes, 
4WDs, bicycles, and 
trampling.

Reduce access of 
recreational users to 
site

Prevent damage and disturbance 
by visitors by managing access to 
tracks (including vehicular and 
pedestrian) through the installation 
of deterrent signage, bollards, 
gates, and/or fencing at strategic 
locations. Encourage natural 
revegetation or revegetate 
following any track closure. 

Altered hydrological 
regime and soil water 
levels from past and 
current activities such 
as clearing and 
earthworks causing 
changes in the water 
table 

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Provide residents with the TEC on 
their property, with information 
about fauna that depend on the 
woodland as well as threats to the 
community such as human 
disturbance, weeds, fire and 
underscrubbing. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Consult with land managers about 
participating in conservation 
agreements (preferably long-term 
in perpetuity) to protect the TEC. 
Engage with land holders through 
pamphlet drops, information nights 
and individual contact. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Encourage natural regeneration in 
the first instance in degraded or 
cleared areas. If natural 
revegetation is not enough, work 
with land managers to revegetate 
cleared areas following Australian 
Native Plant Conservation 
guidelines to undertake habitat 
restoration. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Install nest boxes where 
appropriate and design boxes for 
associated native and threatened 
species such as microbat, parrots, 
gliders etc. 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Prevent weed invasion 
of the site

Create a vegetation buffer along 
the edge of the TEC to prevent 
weeds from invading. 

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Consult with landowners about 
using the most appropriate weed 
control method to suit differing 
conditions and scheduling regular 
follow up work. For invasive 
grasses, it is recommended to 
undertake manual removal with 
follow up work every 3 months (for 
a two week period each time) for a 
minimum of 18 months.

Fencing, including 
chain mail barbed 
fencing, that prevents 
wildlife movement as 
well as injures and/or 
kills wildlife.

Improve and maintain 
connectivity and 
extent of available 
habitat 

Identify areas of fencing to remove 
and liaise with land managers to 
encourage removal. Where 
fencing will not be removed, work 
with land managers to replace 
barbed wire strands with wire that 
will not harm wildlife or cover 
barbed wire strands.

Inappropriate fire 
regimes, which have 
altered the 
appropriate floristic 
and structural diversity

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Conduct research into appropriate 
fire regimes for the community and 
undertake planned ecological 
burns based on the outcomes of 
the research. Relay information to 
appropriate land managers to 
inform fire thresholds. 



Total site area (ha):

10.50

Local government area:

Penrith

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

Yes

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Rickards Rd, small lot 
farms

Western extremity, adjacent to Agnes banks Nature Reserve. L 
shape around reserve.

Site 3:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Agnes Banks Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Consult with landholders about 
participating in conservation 
agreements (preferably long-term 
in perpetuity) to protect the TEC. 
Engage with land holders through 
pamphlet drops, information nights 
and individual contact. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Provide information to landholders 
about the impact of mowing and 
under scrubbing within and close 
to the TEC.

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Approach land managers to erect 
fencing to prevent under scrubbing 
by stock. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Identify important hollow-
dependent fauna and if/where 
appropriate install custom 
designed nest boxes to support 
local populations. Measure nest 
box usage and efficacy with a 
targeted monitoring program.

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Encourage natural regeneration in 
the first instance in degraded or 
cleared areas. If natural 
revegetation is not enough, work 
with land managers to revegetate 
cleared areas following Australian 
Native Plant Conservation 
guidelines undertake habitat 
restoration. This can be achieved 
by monitoring natural regeneration 
in degraded areas of TEC for 1- 2 
years. If understorey species are 
missing or < benchmark diversity 
and density after 1-2 years. 
Assisted revegetation should be 
implemented through the 
development of a vegetation 
management plan using suitable 
species and local providence for 
the TEC. 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Consult with landowners about 
using the most appropriate weed 
control method to suit differing 
conditions and scheduling regular 
follow up work. For invasive 
grasses, it is recommended to 
undertake manual removal with 
follow up work every 3 months (for 
a two week period each time) for a 
minimum of 18 months.

Altered hydrological 
regime and soil water 
levels from past and 
current activities such 
as clearing and 
earthworks causing 
changes in the water 
table 

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Provide residents with the TEC on 
their property, with information 
about fauna that depend on the 
woodland as well as threats to the 
community such as human 
disturbance, weeds, fire, under 
scrubbing, clearing and earthworks 
that affect hydrology. 

Fencing, including 
chain mail barbed 
fencing, that prevents 
wildlife movement as 
well as injures and/or 
kills wildlife.

Improve and maintain 
connectivity and 
extent of available 
habitat 

Identify areas of fencing to remove 
and liaise with land managers to 
encourage removal. Alternatively, 
conduit could be placed over the 
barbed wire sections in strategic 
locations to prevent fauna getting 
ensnared on the wire. 

Inappropriate fire 
regimes, which have 
altered the 
appropriate floristic 
and structural diversity

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Undertake ecological burns in TEC 
and monitor results to inform fire 
thresholds required by the 
community to promote viable 
species diversity and densities in 
ground, mid and overstorey layers. 
Monitoring should be conducted 
systematically before, immediately 
after, and then periodically after 
fire (e.g. every two months or 
seasonally).



Total site area (ha):

74.68

Local government area:

Penrith

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Agnes Banks Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Agnes Banks Nature 
Reserve

Agnes Banks Nature Reserve

Site 4:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Agnes Banks Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Altered hydrological 
regime and soil water 
levels from past and 
current activities such 
as clearing and 
earthworks causing 
changes in the water 
table 

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Consult with landholders to reduce 
impact on the TEC from sand 
extraction and earthworks that 
alter the community and natural 
hydrology.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

112.58

Local government area:

Penrith

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Agnes Banks Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

Yes

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Wilshire Rd/ 
Londonderry Rd

This management site occurs within the Penrith local government 
area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the ecological 
community or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If 
you would like more information or are interested in becoming 
involved in the conservation of this ecological community, please 
register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 5:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site

Management activities to protect Agnes Banks Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Provide information to landholders 
about the impact of mowing and 
under scrubbing within and close 
to the TEC. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Consult with landholders about 
participating in conservation 
agreements (preferably long-term 
in perpetuity) to protect the TEC. 
Engage with land holders through 
pamphlet drops, information nights 
and individual contact.

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Approach land managers to erect 
fencing to prevent underscrubbing 
by stock. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Encourage natural regeneration in 
the first instance in degraded or 
cleared areas. If natural 
revegetation is not enough, work 
with land managers to revegetate 
cleared areas following Australian 
Native Plant Conservation 
guidelines undertake habitat 
restoration. 

Clearing and 
underscrubbing from 
agricultural activities.

Restore or supplement 
habitat or habitat 
features

Identify important hollow-
dependent fauna and if/where 
appropriate install custom 
designed nest boxes to support 
local populations. Measure nest 
box usage and efficacy with a 
targeted monitoring program.

Mixed weed invasion 
and spread of exotic 
species from dumped 
garden waste, 
invasive grasses 
particularly African 
Love Grass which out 
compete native 
grasses and 
groundcovers.

Eradicate weeds from 
the site

Undertake appropriate weed 
control using the most appropriate 
methods to suit differing conditions 
and schedule regular follow up 
work. For grasses, undertake 
manual removal with follow up 
work every 3 months for a 
minimum of 18 months. 

Altered hydrological 
regime and soil water 
levels from past and 
current activities such 
as clearing and 
earthworks causing 
changes in the water 
table 

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Provide residents with the TEC on 
their property, with information 
about fauna that depend on the 
woodland as well as threats to the 
community such as human 
disturbance, weeds, fire, under 
scrubbing, clearing and earthworks 
that affect hydrology.

Fencing, including 
chain mail barbed 
fencing, that prevents 
wildlife movement as 
well as injures and/or 
kills wildlife.

Improve and maintain 
connectivity and 
extent of available 
habitat

Identify areas of fencing to remove 
and liaise with land managers to 
encourage removal. 

Inappropriate fire 
regimes, which have 
altered the 
appropriate floristic 
and structural diversity

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Undertake ecological burns in TEC 
and monitor results to inform fire 
thresholds required by the 
community to promote viable 
species diversity and densities in 
ground, mid and overstorey layers. 
Monitoring should be conducted 
systematically before, immediately 
after, and then periodically after 
fire (e.g. every two months or 
seasonally).

Fencing, including 
chain mail barbed 
fencing, that prevents 
wildlife movement as 
well as injures and/or 
kills wildlife.

Improve and maintain 
connectivity and 
extent of available 
habitat 

Where fencing will not be 
removed, work with land managers 
to replace barbed wire strands with 
wire that will not harm wildlife or 
cover barbed wire strands. 



Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


