
Help save Ben Halls Gap Nature 
Reserve Sphagnum Moss Cool 
Temperate Rainforest

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Ben Halls Gap Nature Reserve in Tamworth Regional, Upper 
Hunter LGA

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10091

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Ben Halls Gap Nature Reserve Sphagnum 
Moss Cool Temperate Rainforest occurrence and 
priority management site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)
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Total site area (ha):

3061.57

Local government area:

Tamworth Regional, Upper 
Hunter

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Ben Halls Gap National Park, 
Ben Halls Gap Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Ben Halls Gap Nature 
Reserve

Ben Halls Gap National Park became a nature reserve in 2016. 
The plan of management applies to the reserve. The reserve 
which covers 2,500 hectares, is located at the junction of the 
Liverpool and Mount Royal Ranges in the northern tablelands of 
New South Wales. It is 60 kilometres south-east of Tamworth and 
10 kilometres from the township of Nundle. There are no public 
roads which provide access to the park and the park contains no 
visitor facilities.

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Ben Halls Gap Nature 
Reserve Sphagnum Moss Cool Temperate Rainforest at the 
site
Threat Objective Action

Vulnerability from 
climate change and 
stochastic events

Develop and maintain 
ex-situ germplasm 
collections for the 
species

Undertake seed collection and 
storage with priority to be given to 
threatened species, undescribed 
species, and species at their 
geographical limits/range. 

Impacts from 
inappropriate fire 
regimes including fire 
frequency, intensity, 
seasonality, and scale

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Consult with relevant land 
managers so that fire regimes are 
within specified thresholds for the 
TEC in all catchments across the 
site. Minimise disturbances related 
to fire management and utilities 
construction.

Competition and 
exclusion from 
introduced plants 
such as Scotch 
Broom and 
Blackberry, provision 
of habitat for 
introduced pests

Prevent weed invasion 
of the site

Implement hygiene protocols as 
per published guidelines to 
minimise weed spread. Contain 
and eradicate any weed 
infestations using appropriate 
techniques. 

Selective grazing and 
disturbance by 
introduced herbivores 
such as pigs, deer, 
goats, cattle and 
horses

Exclude feral 
herbivores from the 
site

Construct and maintain the 
boundary fence in conjunction with 
the neighbour/leaseholder. 

Selective grazing and 
disturbance by 
introduced herbivores 
such as pigs, deer, 
goats, cattle and 
horses

Reduce impacts of 
pest species

Control introduced herbivores 
using ground and aerial methods, 
with priority to be given to pig 
control.
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Threat Objective Action

Physical disturbance 
within sub-catchments 
and associated 
impacts of water 
quantity and quality 
on community

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Rehabilitate "B Trail" and prevent 
the construction and maintenance 
of further trails, dams etc within 
identified catchments.

Physical disturbance 
including access and 
associated trampling 
and harvesting

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Design and install discrete signage 
at key access points to reduce 
disturbance from recreational 
users.

Limited knowledge of 
the distribution and 
extent of the 
community

Increase 
understanding of the 
species ecological 
requirements

Map the distribution and extent of 
the community at predicted sites 
and identify and implement 
appropriate research requirements.

Impacts from 
inappropriate fire 
regimes including fire 
frequency, intensity, 
seasonality, and scale

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Monitor species recruitment and 
adult condition immediately post 
fire event and subsequently every 
6 months for 3 years

Competition and 
exclusion from 
introduced plants 
such as Scotch 
Broom and 
Blackberry, provision 
of habitat for 
introduced pests

Prevent weed invasion 
of the site

Conduct regular, systematic 
surveys of weed 
presence/absence and their 
impact. 

Plant dieback caused 
by plant pathogens 
such as phytopthora 
and myrtle rust

Minimise spread of 
disease within the site

Record the presence/absence of 
introduced plant disease and its 
impact and respond rapidly to 
emerging threats. Provide staff 
training to increase capacity for 
identification and management of 
pathogens.

Selective grazing and 
disturbance by 
introduced herbivores 
such as pigs, deer, 
goats, cattle and 
horses

Reduce the impacts of 
grazing

Conduct regular, systematic 
surveys of herbivore 
presence/absence and their 
impact. 

Physical disturbance 
within sub-catchments 
and associated 
impacts of water 
quantity and quality 
on community

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Evaluate community response to 
rehabilitation of "B Trail" and 
monitor responses to any 
hydrological disturbances.

Physical disturbance 
including access and 
associated trampling 
and harvesting

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Conduct regular surveys and 
assessments to monitor the levels 
of disturbance from recreational 
users, before and after 
management actions are 
implemented. 

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


