
Help save Low woodland with 
heathland on indurated sand at 
Norah Head

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Norah Head in Central Coast LGA

Photo: Barry Collier

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10496

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Low woodland with heathland on indurated 
sand at Norah Head occurrence and priority 
management site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)
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Total site area (ha):

179.58

Local government area:

Central Coast

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Wyrrabalong National Park

Occurs on private land:

Yes

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Norah Head
An area of about two hundred hectares within Crown Water 
Reserve in the north-west and adjoining private lands, it includes 
a large area of land owned by the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal 
Land Council. Adjoins Pelican point in south, and Wyrrabolong 
National Park on west.

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Low woodland with heathland 
on indurated sand at Norah Head at the site
Threat Objective Action

Habitat loss and 
fragmentation due to 
clearing for urban, 
recreational and 
industrial 
development and 
maintenance of fire 
breaks and trails.

Improve and maintain 
connectivity and 
extent of available 
habitat 

Provide advice to council around 
any planning issues that may 
cause habitat loss and 
fragmentation. Advocate for 
alternative options to be 
implemented. 

Weed invasion. Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Consult with landholders / 
managers about early weed 
identification and intervention, and 
to implement prevention measures 
using current best management 
practices that reduce off-target 
damage and damage to middens.

Weed invasion. Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Following weeds survey as part of 
mapping the extent of the TEC, 
develop weed management plan 
and apply appropriate weed 
control measures at priority 
locations that reduces off-target 
damage and damage to middens.

Illegal rubbish 
dumping.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Develop a strategy with Darkinjung 
Local Aboriginal Land Council to 
reduce illegal access and prevent 
car dumping leading to unplanned 
wildfire. 

Illegal access causing 
disturbance to 
vegetation and fire 
trails are becoming 
too wide.

Minimise accidental 
damage on road/track 
edges

Liaise with Rural Fire Serve and 
Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land 
Council to promote regeneration 
along fire trails that are currently 
too wide and close unnecessary 
vehicle track to promote 
regeneration.

Too frequent fire in 
some locations and 
too long unburnt in 
other locations.

Exclude fire from 
part/all of the site

Liaise with Darkinjung Local 
Aboriginal Land Council and the 
Rural Fire Service to support 
opportunities for ecological and 
cultural burning.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Runoff from adjacent 
urban areas is 
causing erosion and 
sedimentation.

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Install infrastructure to divert urban 
runoff from the TEC.

Weed invasion. Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct weed surveys and 
monitoring to map weeds by 
identifying location and status of 
weeds including Watsonia, Coral 
Trees, Lantana & Bitou.

Lack of knowledge 
about the distribution 
and condition of the 
community.

Determine area of 
occupancy of the 
species/community

Investigate the extent of the TEC 
using surveys and update map at 
site. Two days to survey could 
include note of weeds.

Weed invasion. Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake annual monitoring of 
weeds in the TEC.

Illegal rubbish 
dumping.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Monitor for illegal dumping whilst 
undertaking other threat 
monitoring activities. 

Illegal access causing 
disturbance to 
vegetation and fire 
trails are becoming 
too wide.

Prevent establishment 
of new tracks

Monitor fire trail system to detect 
new trails or widening of trails.

Too frequent fire in 
some locations and 
too long unburnt in 
other locations.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Undertake monitoring of fire 
frequency in conjunction with other 
monitoring activities.

Runoff from adjacent 
urban areas is 
causing erosion and 
sedimentation.

Maintain suitable 
drainage / hydrological 
regime

Undertake monitoring of 
hydrological disturbance in 
conjunction with other monitoring 
activities. 

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Determine extent of the TEC in 
good, moderate and low condition.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


