
Help save Umina Coastal Sandplain 
Woodland in the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Four priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered north 
to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• Woy Woy Station in Central Coast LGA
• Hillview Street in Central Coast LGA
• Umina Oval in Central Coast LGA
• Pearl Beach in Central Coast LGA

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10822

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland in the 
Sydney Basin Bioregion occurrence and priority 
management site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10822
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10822
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10822
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10822


Total site area (ha):

2.84

Local government area:

Central Coast

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Woy Woy Station
Vegetation between Woy Woy station and Brisbane Water 
estuary. Current tenure is listed as Crown Land; however, it 
appears to be managed by Central Coast Council.

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Umina Coastal Sandplain 
Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct site-based weed control 
starting with primary treatment in 
year 1, followed by secondary 
treatment on an annual basis. 

Encroachment into 
the TEC from rail 
corridor, roads and 
utilities.

Minimise accidental 
damage on road/track 
edges

Provide information to land 
managers, neighbouring 
landowners (Sydney Trains) and 
other stakeholders (potentially 
Energy Australia) about methods 
to protect the TEC, particularly 
when undertaking upgrade works 
in and adjacent to community. 

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake baseline weed surveys 
to determine extent and type of 
weeds present. Install permanent 
monitoring transects and monitor 
annually.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

6.68

Local government area:

Central Coast

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Hillview Street
Crown/council managed land.

Site 2:

Management site map

Priority management site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Management activities to protect Umina Coastal Sandplain 
Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Inappropriate fire 
regime due to 
unplanned fires/arson.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Provide information to residents 
and local bush-care groups about 
impacts to the TEC and encourage 
ownership and protection. This can 
be through direct contact, letter-
box drops and/or media releases. 

Inappropriate fire 
regime due to 
unplanned fires/arson.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Consult with the Rural Fire Service 
and Fire and Rescue to maintain 
an appropriate fire regime for the 
TEC.

Encroachment into 
the TEC from 
neighbouring 
properties including 
slashing and mowing.

Minimise impacts of 
slashing on the 
species/habitat

Liaise with Central Coast Council 
in the development of policy 
targeting encroachment issues. 
Partake in workshops, provide 
advice and assist with community 
engagement.

Rubbish dumping 
including rubbish left 
by recreational users 
and squatters.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Extend the existing fence 
(estimated to be around 70 m) to 
completely encompass the site. 
Fencing type to match existing 
fence. 

Rubbish dumping 
including rubbish left 
by recreational users 
and squatters.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Undertake periodic maintenance of 
all fencing. Ensure gaps are 
repaired promptly and to the same 
specifications as existing fence.

Rubbish dumping 
including rubbish left 
by recreational users 
and squatters.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Install interpretive signage to 
inform the community of the 
importance of the TEC and deter 
illegal dumping.

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct physical and chemical 
control of weeds and adaptive 
management to control weeds as 
appropriate. Prioritise the control 
of lantana, bitou bush and the 
centre of the known areas of TEC. 

Increase disturbance 
and fragmentation of 
TEC from motorbikes 
and the creation of 
trails.

Prevent access of 
recreational users to 
site

Provide information to residents 
neighbouring the TEC that 
highlights the importance of TEC 
and damage caused by 
recreational vehicle access.

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake a baseline assessment 
of weeds present on site and 
produce a weed map. Install 
permanent monitoring transects. 
Subsequent years will involve 
repeat monitoring of permanent 
transects.



Total site area (ha):

14.48

Local government area:

Central Coast

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Umina Oval
Crown and council managed land. Close to the true type of Umina 
coastal sandplain woodland TEC and is dominated by Acacia 
floribunda and Banksia integrifolia.

Site 3:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Umina Coastal Sandplain 
Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Engage a contractor to collect 
seed from the Umina Oval site. 
Seed collected must be sourced 
from species listed on the 
Scientific Determination for the 
TEC. Following seed collection, 
design and implement a 
rehabilitation plan for the site.

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct site-based weed control 
starting with primary treatment in 
year 1, followed by secondary 
treatment on an annual basis. 

Inappropriate fire 
regime due to 
unplanned fires/arson.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Consult with the Rural Fire Service 
and Fire and Rescue to maintain 
an appropriate fire regime (no 
more than once every 10 years). 
Restrict fire from areas recently 
burnt. 

Increase disturbance 
and fragmentation of 
TEC from motorbikes 
and the creation of 
trails.

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Design and install interpretive 
signage to highlight the importance 
of the TEC and Umina Oval site 
and to deter illegal access.

Increase disturbance 
and fragmentation of 
TEC from motorbikes 
and the creation of 
trails.

Prevent access of 
recreational users to 
site

Install and maintain fencing around 
heavy use areas.

Rubbish dumping 
including rubbish left 
by recreational users 
and squatters.

Reduce incidence of 
illegal dumping

Liaise with Central Coast Council 
regarding a community education 
approach focusing on the 
importance of the TEC and 
impacts of illegal dumping.

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake a baseline assessment 
of weeds present on site and 
produce a weed map. Install 
permanent monitoring transects. 
Subsequent years will involve 
repeat monitoring of permanent 
transects.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

1.62

Local government area:

Central Coast

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Pearl Beach
Near Pearl beach on council managed land, road reserve and 
some fragments of private land. Capturing the southern extent of 
TEC.

Site 4:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Umina Coastal Sandplain 
Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Increase disturbance 
and fragmentation of 
TEC from motorbikes 
and the creation of 
trails.

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Liaise with the Pearl Beach 
community, particularly 
neighbouring properties to 
encourage ownership and reduce 
disturbance. Letter-box drops, 
direct contact and/or media 
releases are suitable engagement 
options. 

Increase disturbance 
and fragmentation of 
TEC from motorbikes 
and the creation of 
trails.

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Design and install interpretive 
signs highlighting the importance 
of the TEC in general and the 
importance of the Pearl Beach site 
(i.e. the southernmost known 
patch).

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake primary weed control 
using an integrated approach in 
first year. Follow-up secondary 
control to be undertaken annually 
if required.

Vulnerable to coastal 
processes.

Minimise impacts of 
clearing/removal of 
key habitat

Liaise with Central Coast Council 
on how current management plans 
may affect the Pearl Beach site. 
Key plans to discuss include the 
Coastal Zone Management Plan 
(CZMP).

Invasion of remnants 
by non-native plant 
species, including 
environmental weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct initial monitoring of weed 
occurrence and extent. Install 
permanent monitoring transects to 
be monitored annually. 

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

