
Help save Windswept Feldmark in 
the Australian Alps Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Kosciuszko Main Range in Snowy Monaro Regional, Snowy 
Valleys LGA

Photo: Keith McDougall

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Critically Endangered 
Ecological Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20297

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Windswept Feldmark in the Australian Alps 
Bioregion occurrence and priority management 
site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)
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http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20297
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20297
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Total site area (ha):

121.25

Local government area:

Snowy Monaro Regional, Snowy 
Valleys

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Kosciuszko National Park

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Kosciuszko Main 
Range

TBC

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Windswept Feldmark in the 
Australian Alps Bioregion at the site
Threat Objective Action

Feral herbivores 
overgrazing, trampling 
and disturbing 
patches of the 
Windswept Feldmark 
threatened ecological 
community. 

Reduce the 
frequency/intensity of 
grazing

Reduce the impacts of feral 
herbivores through integrated 
control programs.

The impacts of a high 
volume and 
concentration of 
recreational walkers 
compacting soil and 
trampling regrowth 
along the walking 
track and surrounding 
area. 

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Investigate options for better 
signage, maps, brochures, apps 
and other materials to encourage 
recreational users to use the tracks 
provided and avoid walking in 
areas of windswept feldmark. 
Install and/or distribute suitable 
products.

The impacts of a high 
volume and 
concentration of 
recreational walkers 
compacting soil and 
trampling regrowth 
along the walking 
track and surrounding 
area. 

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Realign the walking track to avoid 
as much of the windswept 
feldmark as possible. Construct an 
appropriate walking track surface 
in areas where the walking track 
realignment still intersect the 
threatened ecological community 
to minimise potential impact.

Altered fire regimes. Exclude fire from 
part/all of the site

Update all fire management plans 
and other relevant documents to 
highlight fire exclusion areas and 
identify patches of windswept 
feldmark. In appropriate plans, 
note where retardants could be 
used in and adjacent to patches of 
windswept feldmark in a fire 
emergency situation.

Other patches of 
Windswept Feldmark 
threatened ecological 
community are poorly 
mapped, with their 
ecological condition 
less well known. 

Identify additional 
population(s)

Survey and map patches of the 
windswept feldmark that are not 
fully mapped. Determine the 
extent, condition, function and 
characteristic biota. Incorporate 
these patches into TEC 
management.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
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Threat Objective Action

Climate change 
leading to an 
alteration in 
community extent, 
condition, function 
and characteristic 
biota, including 
increasing cover by 
native species not 
associated with the 
Windswept Feldmark 
threatened ecological 
community and 
invasion by weeds. 

Assess impacts of 
change in 
habitat/resource 
availability

Establish a research project to 
determine the effects of localised 
warming on the windswept 
feldmark. Determine appropriate 
management/regeneration 
techniques to maintain the extent, 
condition, function and 
characteristic biota of the 
threatened ecological community, 
i.e. removing both weed and native 
species invaders.

The impacts of a high 
volume and 
concentration of 
recreational walkers 
compacting soil and 
trampling regrowth 
along the walking 
track and surrounding 
area. 

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Develop and implement a research 
project to establish windswept 
feldmark rehabilitation methods in 
areas that have been frequently 
trampled by recreational users or 
were part of the walking track.

Feral herbivores 
overgrazing, trampling 
and disturbing 
patches of the 
Windswept Feldmark 
threatened ecological 
community. 

Reduce the 
frequency/intensity of 
grazing

Monitor for evidence of feral 
herbivore impacts in patches of the 
windswept feldmark.

Climate change 
leading to an 
alteration in 
community extent, 
condition, function 
and characteristic 
biota, including 
increasing cover by 
native species not 
associated with the 
Windswept Feldmark 
threatened ecological 
community and 
invasion by weeds. 

Assess impacts of 
change in 
habitat/resource 
availability

Monitor for changes in the extent, 
condition, function and 
characteristic biota of the 
threatened ecological community. 

The impacts of a high 
volume and 
concentration of 
recreational walkers 
compacting soil and 
trampling regrowth 
along the walking 
track and surrounding 
area. 

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Monitor areas of the old walking 
the old track for evidence of 
continued disturbance.

Altered fire regimes. Exclude fire from 
part/all of the site

Establish monitoring plots in burnt 
areas post-fire event. Conduct 
annual surveys in the first five 
years following a burn event.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Develop and implement a 
windswept feldmark monitoring 
plan to monitor extent, condition, 
function and characteristic biota of 
the TEC throughout the 
management site.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


