
Help save Acacia melvillei 
Shrubland in the Riverina and 
Murray-Darling Depression 
bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20094

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20094#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Acacia melvillei Shrubland in the Riverina 
and Murray-Darling Depression bioregions 
occurrence and priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Impact of browsing/grazing 
on seedlings and regrowth by 
feral goats.

Manage feral goats using a regional integrated pest management 
approach. This includes, but is not limited to, trapping at waterpoints 
and exclusion fencing. Fencing should be done at an effective scale to 
include much of the extent of existing standing trees and to enclose the 
area of primary soil type adequate to allow for effective regeneration 
and ultimately grazing management (i.e. this may require paddock 
subdivisions etc.).

 Site

Impact of browsing/grazing 
on seedlings and regrowth by 
rabbits. 

Manage rabbits and hares using a regional integrated pest 
management approach. This includes but is not limited to poison 
programs and exclusion fencing. Fencing should be done at an 
effective scale to include much of the extent of existing standing trees 
and to enclose the area of primary soil type adequate to allow for 
effective regeneration and ultimately grazing management (i.e. this may 
require paddock subdivisions etc.).

 Site

Impact of 
overgrazing/browsing on 
seedlings and regrowth by 
domestic stock. 

Protect areas to foster natural regeneration by excluding grazing via 
non-barbed wire fencing. Fencing should be done at an effective scale 
to include much of the extent of existing standing trees and to enclose 
the area of primary soil type adequate to allow for effective 
regeneration and ultimately grazing management (i.e. this may require 
paddock subdivisions etc.). Fencing needs to be appropriate to exclude 
the stock animals concerned.

 Site

Weed invasion, particularly 
Ward’s Weed (Carrichtera 
annua), and its competition 
with species in the 
community.

Trial techniques to control weed invasion, particularly Carrichtera 
annua, and to encourage re-establishment of native perennial 
groundcover. This includes but is not limited to fire and controlled 
grazing.

 Site

Impact of fire during years 
with high speargrass 
(Austrostipa) growth, and 
subsequent grazing pressure.

Exclude fire from the TEC where possible. Where exclusion is not 
possible, manage grazing pressure after fire.  Site

Insect damage to seed, 
particularly by weevils. 

Identify the species impacted by insect damage and undertake a threat 
assessment.  Site

Lack of seed store. 

Undertake investigations at select sites regarding the quality and 
quantity of seed in the soil seed store. Prior to undertaking seed 
collection in accordance with Flora Bank guidelines, ascertain options 
for seed storage facilities that have the capacity to supply the quantity 
and genetic diversity of seed required for revegetation works across the 
region.

 Site, Area, 
State

Misidentification of plants 
leading to accidental clearing 
and inadequate 
management.

Research into the distribution of Acacia melvillei and the very similar 
Acacia homalophylla (syn. omalophylla).

 Site, Area, 
State

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

