
Help save Blue Mountains Swamps 
in the Sydney Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20071

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20071#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Blue Mountains Swamps in the Sydney 
Basin Bioregion occurrence and priority 
management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing and development of 
land through urbanisation 
resulting in loss of habitat 
and/or habitat degradation 
such as reduced water 
quality, erosion, 
sedimentation, nutrient 
enrichment and weed 
invasion.

Implement appropriate water sensitive urban design to reduce impacts 
of urban runoff on the TEC and implement best practice stormwater 
and soil conservation principles and practices (e.g. identify problem 
stormwater input locations (to swamps), install stormwater treatment 
trains and maintain (including regular clearing) sediment traps etc). 
Implement weed control and buffer re-establishment programs.

 Area

Clearing and development of 
land through urbanisation 
resulting in loss of habitat 
and/or habitat degradation 
such as reduced water 
quality, erosion, 
sedimentation, nutrient 
enrichment and weed 
invasion.

Undertake rehabilitation and restoration works where required to repair 
damage such as sedimentation, erosion and weed invasion.  Site

Walking trails and tracks 
through swamp habitat and 
unauthorised use of off-road 
vehicles, including trail bikes.

Rehabilitate and manage access to tracks (including vehicle and 
pedestrian) that impact on this community. Take all practical steps 
(such as track rerouting or closure) to prevent vehicle access to this 
threatened ecological community.

 Site

Inappropriate application of 
pesticides on, or adjacent to, 
swamps.

Provide landholders with information about choice of pesticide, method 
of application and compliance with pesticide use regulations (as 
outlined on labels on bottles) within or adjacent to swamp vegetation, 
particularly where enforceable control of priority weeds is required 
under the Biosecurity Act.

 Area

Increased sedimentation 
caused by construction, 
maintenance, and lack of 
maintenance of unsealed 
roads and tracks.

Manage fire trails and unsealed roads adjacent to and in the upstream 
catchments of these swamps to reduce sedimentation impacts on the 
TEC. Avoid unnecessary disturbance of such track surfaces and where 
feasible seal unsealed roads (or parts thereof where runoff will flow 
towards wetlands) where other options are unavailable to prevent 
further sedimentation of swamps. Implement appropriate sediment 
controls on water diversions to ensure flows are maintained but 
sediment loads are kept as low as possible.

 Site

Groundwater extraction 
(domestic, agricultural, 
commercial and public water 
supply bores).

Liaise with Water NSW to provide advice that all bores and harvested 
springs within the Blue Mountains local government area should be 
mapped, licensed and have meters installed to measure water use.

 Area

Agricultural activities 
(including grazing) resulting 
in loss of habitat and habitat 
degradation such as reduced 
water quality, erosion, 
sedimentation, drainage, 
nutrient enrichment, pesticide 
application, and weed 
invasion.

Negotiate management agreements (preferably in-perpetuity 
covenants) with landholders and provide incentives to promote best 
practice management if/where appropriate.

 Site

Disturbance caused by 
wildfire and bushfire hazard 
reduction fire management 
activities such as 
construction of access tracks 
and fuel breaks, slashing, 
mowing and mechanical 
hazard reduction.

Consult with the Rural Fire Service and/or National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and Blue Mountains City Council to provide advice on 
prescribed burning and mechanical hazard reduction including the 
installation and maintenance of Asset Protection Zones (APZs) so that 
there is minimal impact on swamp habitat, e.g. no vehicles in swamps, 
maintain buffers around swamps, selective shrub removal rather than 
trittering if APZ encroaches into swamp vegetation. Control invasive 
weeds in areas adjoining or near swamps where Hazard Reduction 
activities have been undertaken, including mechanical fuel reduction 
(e.g. slashing), as such activities promote weed establishment or 
disperse weed propagules (e.g. post-fire recruitment of obligate seeding 
weeds such as Broom and Gorse).

 Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Inappropriate fire regime 
(particularly increased fire 
frequency) caused by 
bushfire hazard reduction 
activities and backburning 
(during wildfire). More 
intense fire regimes may 
result in incremental, long-
term loss of peat, and 
contraction and degradation 
of this community.

Avoid frequent (less than 15 years) or intense fires impacting this TEC. 
Land managers should avoid intentionally igniting swamps or causing 
ignition adjacent to swamps, wherever possible, unless for scientifically 
justified, ecological purposes. Ensure, wherever possible during 
Strategic Fire Advantage Zone burns and wildfire emergency back-
burning operations, that helicopter-delivered aerial incendiaries are not 
dropped on or near swamps and that appropriate protocols are 
established.

 State

Climate change effects such 
as reduced groundwater, 
increases in fire frequency 
and intensity, higher 
temperatures, and more 
extreme weather events 
leading to erosion and 
degradation of habitat.

Identify swamps that are likely to have the greatest resilience to climate 
change impacts in order to prioritise these for protection. These are 
likely to be larger, wetter and more connected swamp systems.

 Site

Incursion into swamps by 
Sambar deer and pigs 
causing degradation of 
habitat through wallowing 
and trampling causing 
compaction, erosion, 
vegetation destruction and 
weed spread.

Monitor, prevent and respond to identified vertebrate pest incursions by 
pigs and Sambar Deer. Potential avenues onto the escarpment need to 
be identified and monitored via remote cameras so that these species 
do not get the opportunity to establish on the Blue Mountains Plateau or 
in the swamps and adjacent bushland.

 Area

Groundwater extraction 
(domestic, agricultural, 
commercial and public water 
supply bores).

Conduct targeted research on the groundwater hydrology of peat 
swamps and perched aquifers to assess the cumulative impact of water 
extraction on this threatened ecological community to inform future 
water management.

 Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

