
Help save Coastal Cypress Pine 
Forest in the New South Wales 
North Coast Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Barry Collier

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20081

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20081#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Coastal Cypress Pine Forest in the New 
South Wales North Coast Bioregion occurrence 
and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing for rural, agricultural 
and urban development.

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify TEC plant and animal species as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, grazing and weeds. This may be done 
through sympathetic landholders talking to other landholders, field days, 
plant identification workshops, training for local Council staff, 
information packages and other community engagement activities.

 Site, Area

Clearing for rural, agricultural 
and urban development.

Provide land managers with information on how to appropriately 
revegetate degraded areas to improve connectivity and condition that 
includes collection, propagation, and planting with local provenance, 
propagation of associated species, and documentation of revegetation 
activity (e.g. seed sources, vouchers).

 Site

Clearing for rural, agricultural 
and urban development.

Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders about 
entering voluntary conservation agreements or other form of long-term, 
in perpetuity conservation/stewardship agreement.

 Site

Occurrence in small, isolated 
stands enhances risks from 
environmental stochasticity, 
disruption to pollination and 
dispersal of fruits or seeds, 
and likely reductions in the 
genetic diversity.

Identify small fragments that can be expanded either through natural 
regeneration (if threats are removed) or replanting. Keep adjacent 
vegetation healthy to maintain buffer zones.

 Site

Occurrence in small, isolated 
stands enhances risks from 
environmental stochasticity, 
disruption to pollination and 
dispersal of fruits or seeds, 
and likely reductions in the 
genetic diversity.

Assess the suitability of sites for supplementary planting to increase 
diversity in revegetation sites (not in remnants).  Site

Occurrence in small, isolated 
stands enhances risks from 
environmental stochasticity, 
disruption to pollination and 
dispersal of fruits or seeds, 
and likely reductions in the 
genetic diversity.

Identify areas to target for connectivity, revegetation and augmentation 
work then regenerate and/or revegetate. This should include not just 
canopy species but shrubs also. Planting could be continuous or as a 
stepping stone or buffering approach. Natural revegetation should be 
promoted where possible.

 Site, Area

Occurrence in small, isolated 
stands enhances risks from 
environmental stochasticity, 
disruption to pollination and 
dispersal of fruits or seeds, 
and likely reductions in the 
genetic diversity.

Work with the local Aboriginal community to identify cultural sites where 
revegetation and other management works are not appropriate.  Site, Area

Occurrence in small, isolated 
stands enhances risks from 
environmental stochasticity, 
disruption to pollination and 
dispersal of fruits or seeds, 
and likely reductions in the 
genetic diversity.

Encourage nurseries to collect seeds and grow seedlings from different 
locations and sources within the TECs distribution for one project and to 
keep records by providing a list of provenances to land managers 
buying seeds or seedlings for revegetation projects.

 State

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Invasion of weeds, which 
may form a dense 
understorey or ground layer, 
displacing native understorey 
species and inhibiting 
recruitment of canopy 
species. Principal weed 
species include Asparagus 
aethiopicus, Bryophyllum 
delagoense, Chloris gayana, 
Lantana camara, Ochna 
serrulata and Schefflera 
actinophylla. Other weed 
species recorded in the 
community include Panicum 
maximum, Rhaphiolepis 
indica, Solanum nigrum and 
S. seaforthianum.

Control weeds as necessary according to the staged approach to weed 
control and with methods that reduce off-target damage including 
chemical application and manual removal. Control of weeds should 
include all problematic species, not just declared noxious weeds. 
Schedule regular follow up work.

 Site

Invasion of weeds, which 
may form a dense 
understorey or ground layer, 
displacing native understorey 
species and inhibiting 
recruitment of canopy 
species. Principal weed 
species include Asparagus 
aethiopicus, Bryophyllum 
delagoense, Chloris gayana, 
Lantana camara, Ochna 
serrulata and Schefflera 
actinophylla. Other weed 
species recorded in the 
community include Panicum 
maximum, Rhaphiolepis 
indica, Solanum nigrum and 
S. seaforthianum.

Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed identification 
and intervention, and to implement prevention measures using current 
best management practices.

 Area, Site

Invasion of weeds, which 
may form a dense 
understorey or ground layer, 
displacing native understorey 
species and inhibiting 
recruitment of canopy 
species. Principal weed 
species include Asparagus 
aethiopicus, Bryophyllum 
delagoense, Chloris gayana, 
Lantana camara, Ochna 
serrulata and Schefflera 
actinophylla. Other weed 
species recorded in the 
community include Panicum 
maximum, Rhaphiolepis 
indica, Solanum nigrum and 
S. seaforthianum.

Develop and distribute fact sheets for land managers about which 
weeds are affecting the TEC including identification and best methods 
to remove.

 Area



Threat Action description Scale

Invasion of weeds, which 
may form a dense 
understorey or ground layer, 
displacing native understorey 
species and inhibiting 
recruitment of canopy 
species. Principal weed 
species include Asparagus 
aethiopicus, Bryophyllum 
delagoense, Chloris gayana, 
Lantana camara, Ochna 
serrulata and Schefflera 
actinophylla. Other weed 
species recorded in the 
community include Panicum 
maximum, Rhaphiolepis 
indica, Solanum nigrum and 
S. seaforthianum.

Install signage at strategic locations providing information on the 
importance of the TEC, how to recognise it, and weeds affecting it.  Site

Inappropriate fire regimes - 
too frequent fire, and/or high 
intensity fire, and extent of 
fire as well as absence of 
fire. The dominant species, 
Callitris columellaris, may be 
killed by crown fires or heavy 
scorching of the lower trunk. 
High frequency fires are likely 
to be deleterious while 
occasional fires may be 
needed to create gaps for 
regeneration. 

Establish sites where canopy closure and understory condition can be 
monitored to determine fire thresholds.  Site

Inappropriate fire regimes - 
too frequent fire, and/or high 
intensity fire, and extent of 
fire as well as absence of 
fire. The dominant species, 
Callitris columellaris, may be 
killed by crown fires or heavy 
scorching of the lower trunk. 
High frequency fires are likely 
to be deleterious while 
occasional fires may be 
needed to create gaps for 
regeneration. 

Generally avoid fire in this community but arrange ecological burning 
after an assessment as necessary for regeneration with pre and post 
fire monitoring. Trial different fire frequencies to determine fire 
thresholds.

 Area, Site

Inappropriate fire regimes - 
too frequent fire, and/or high 
intensity fire, and extent of 
fire as well as absence of 
fire. The dominant species, 
Callitris columellaris, may be 
killed by crown fires or heavy 
scorching of the lower trunk. 
High frequency fires are likely 
to be deleterious while 
occasional fires may be 
needed to create gaps for 
regeneration. 

Monitor sites following wildfire.  Site

Climate change causing sea 
level rise leading to loss of 
habitat

Consider potential sea-level rise when investing in low lying sites for 
revegetation or restoration.  Site

Climate change causing sea 
level rise leading to loss of 
habitat

Identify sites prone to sea-level rise and use as a genetic source (seed 
collection) for retreat sites at higher locations. Work with the Royal 
Botanic Gardens to undertake germination trials from some of the seed 
collected. Identify higher sites as re-establishment sites and work with 
the Royal Botanic Gardens and the Australian Plant Society to establish 
these sites.

 Site, Area



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

