
Help save Coastal Saltmarsh in the 
New South Wales North Coast, 
Sydney Basin and South East 
Corner Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Vulnerable

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10866

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).Threats to this species are outlined at: 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10866#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Climate change and sea level 
rise. 

Identify and prioritise protection of adjacent land of suitable elevation 
and land use where the TEC can migrate to in response to sea level 
rise. Investigate ways of promoting saltmarsh persistence in the future. 
Mangrove removal should only be considered where it is a viable long-
term option.

 Site, Area, 
State

Weed invasion including but 
not limited to non-native 
saltmarsh species such as 
Juncus acutus and Spartina 
spp and non-native terrestrial 
invasive species such as 
kikuyu (Cenchrus 
clandestinus). 

Develop and implement an ongoing adaptive weed management 
program.  Site

Mowing and gardening of 
saltmarsh. 

Provide information to Local Government about potential damage to 
saltmarsh in coastal reserves and sensitive design of recreational 
infrastructure around estuary edges.

 Site, Area, 
State

Storm water discharge 
creating freshwater channels 
and spreading weeds 
(include quality and quantity).

Use best practise to manage stormwater impacts on saltmarsh. Where 
appropriate consider TEC restoration and protection in stormwater 
management plans and implement ecosystem sensitive design for 
stormwater.

 Site, Area

Dumping of rubbish, waste 
and pollution. 

Control access points where rubbish dumping is known to occur and 
put signage in place to raise awareness. Where appropriate, establish 
surveillance systems, remove rubbish and rehabilitate areas where 
rubbish has been dumped.

 Site, Area

Habitat degradation including 
erosion, soil compaction and 
disturbance caused by 
recreational activities such as 
vehicles, access tracks and 
boat traffic. 

Manage access to tracks (including vehicle and pedestrian) through the 
installation of barriers, gates, and fencing at strategic locations or the 
use of signage outlining the TEC and impacts of activities. Where 
degradation has occurred, undertake rehabilitation and restoration 
works to repair damage. Facilitate natural revegetation where possible.

 Site

Grazing and trampling by 
feral herbivores. 

Undertake strategic control of pest animals using best practice 
methods.  Site, Area

Grazing and trampling by 
stock. 

Consult with landholders about land management agreements and 
excluding livestock from the TEC. On-ground actions might include 
construction of fences to facilitate sustainable grazing outside the TEC 
and installing watering points outside the TEC.

 Site

Altered hydrological regime 
including dredging, tidal 
barriers, drainage and flood 
mitigation works, entrance 
works, and ground water 
alteration. 

Maintain, improve or reinstate optimal hydrological regimes (e.g. 
through estuary management, filling drains, removing tidal barriers 
and/or installing smart gates).

 Site, Area, 
State

Altered hydrological regime 
including dredging, tidal 
barriers, drainage and flood 
mitigation works, entrance 
works, and ground water 
alteration. 

Provide information to land managers about the ecosystem services of 
the TEC and the potential impacts from activities that alter the 
hydrological regime. Liaise with council to provide advice on 
considering the TEC in estuary entrance management plans and in 
other developments and activities that alter the hydrological regime.

 Site, State, 
Area

Illegal land use conversion 
for development and 
foreshore protection works. 

Identify areas that provide for saltmarsh migration. Provide information 
to landholders about the values of saltmarsh and the importance of 
protecting existing saltmarsh and saltmarsh migration pathways to 
ensure maintenance of ecological services.

 Site, Area, 
State

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


