
Help save Coolibah-Black Box 
Woodland in the Darling Riverine 
Plains, Brigalow Belt South, Cobar 
Peneplain and Mulga Lands 
Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Adam Henderson

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10175

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10175#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Coolibah-Black Box Woodland in the 
Darling Riverine Plains, Brigalow Belt South, 
Cobar Peneplain and Mulga Lands Bioregions 
occurrence and priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Land clearing for 
infrastructure, rural and 
agricultural development and 
associated activities.

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify TEC plant species as well as threats to the community 
such as clearing, grazing, firewood collection, pesticide/herbicide spray 
drift, impacts on flooding regime and weeds. This may be done through 
stakeholder engagement forums, information packages and other 
community engagement activities.

 Area

Land clearing for 
infrastructure, rural and 
agricultural development and 
associated activities.

Consult with landholders about adopting a Volunteer Conservation 
Agreement or other form of long-term in perpetuity 
conservation/stewardship agreement to protect the TEC on their 
property.

 Site

Land clearing for 
infrastructure, rural and 
agricultural development and 
associated activities.

Retain hollows (including protection of existing mature trees), plant 
native hollow producing species where lacking, ensure that some trees 
are always left to grow to maturity, and as a last resort place artificial 
hollows (e.g. nest boxes) in areas currently lacking hollows.

 Site

Land clearing for 
infrastructure, rural and 
agricultural development and 
associated activities.

Encourage landholders to retain standing dead trees, fallen trees, 
coarse woody debris and logs in remnants.  Site

Land clearing for 
infrastructure, rural and 
agricultural development and 
associated activities.

Protect scarred trees within the TEC by consulting the Aboriginal 
community and the NSW Government.  Area

Lack of recruitment in some 
areas, particularly east of 
Walgett.

Protect areas to foster natural regeneration by excluding grazing at 
certain sites via exclosures.  Site

Lack of recruitment in some 
areas, particularly east of 
Walgett.

Encourage land managers to regenerate and/or revegetate cleared 
areas of the TEC to improve connectivity and condition. Natural 
revegetation should be encouraged where possible if native 
groundcover and some over-storey is still present. If replanting or direct 
seeding is required it should include not just canopy species but also 
shrubs and groundcover (where seed or seedlings are available). 
Plantings should follow a continuous, stepping stone or buffering 
approach.

 Site

Drift of herbicides and 
pesticides

Provide residents within or adjacent to the TEC with information about 
choice of pesticide, method of application and pesticide use regulations 
(as outlined on labels on containers), particularly in circumstances 
where compulsory weed control is mandated under the Noxious Weed 
Act.

 Area

Drift of herbicides and 
pesticides

Encourage landholders/managers to retain buffers around the TEC to 
protect from spray drift. Where no buffer currently exists, plant 
appropriate species as spray drift barriers e.g. Belah and Myall.

 Site

Degradation of TEC by 
overgrazing and trampling by 
stock resulting in losses of 
plant species and structural 
diversity (simplification of the 
understorey and groundlayer 
and suppression of 
overstorey regeneration), 
erosion and other soil 
changes (e.g. loss of 
cryptogams, increased 
nutrient status).

Manage total grazing pressure to facilitate natural regeneration and 
structural diversity, and manage biomass to meet conservation 
management objectives. This may include grazing only at certain times 
of the year and/or keeping areas free from grazing for periods of the 
year.

 Site

Invasion by introduced plant 
species (various weeds 
including Lippia, African 
Boxthorn) and especially 
Hudson's Pear which has the 
potential to completely 
degrade the TEC.

Liaise with Local Council Weeds Officer, Local Land Services and 
Regional Weed Advisory Committees to provide training to landholders 
on how to identify weed species and what to do about them.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Invasion by introduced plant 
species (various weeds 
including Lippia, African 
Boxthorn) and especially 
Hudson's Pear which has the 
potential to completely 
degrade the TEC.

Control weeds according to the staged approach to weed control (to 
minimise impacts on fauna that may be using it as habitat) and with 
methods that suit differing conditions and reduce off-target damage. 
Schedule regular follow-up work.

 Site

Invasion by introduced plant 
species (various weeds 
including Lippia, African 
Boxthorn) and especially 
Hudson's Pear which has the 
potential to completely 
degrade the TEC.

Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed identification 
and intervention, and to implement prevention measures using current 
best management practices.

 Area

Changes in flooding regimes 
due to altered 
geomorphology (for example 
from flood mitigation as 
drainage works) leading to 
hydrological changes 
resulting in less frequent 
flooding events and affecting 
recruitment in some 
locations.

Provide landholders with information regarding the need for and role of 
environmental water flows and this TEC and potential impacts from 
structures such as dams, weirs and flood gates.

 Site, Area

Changes in flooding regimes 
due to altered 
geomorphology (for example 
from flood mitigation as 
drainage works) leading to 
hydrological changes 
resulting in less frequent 
flooding events and affecting 
recruitment in some 
locations.

Liaise with Water NSW to provide advice on the delivery of held 
environmental water to reinstate a more natural flow regime to maintain 
and improve the condition and extent of the TEC.

 Area

Changes in flooding regimes 
due to altered 
geomorphology (for example 
from flood mitigation as 
drainage works) leading to 
hydrological changes 
resulting in less frequent 
flooding events and affecting 
recruitment in some 
locations.

Reinstate an appropriate hydrological regime by infilling drains and 
installing smart gates.  Site

Changes in flooding regimes 
due to altered 
geomorphology (for example 
from flood mitigation as 
drainage works) leading to 
hydrological changes 
resulting in less frequent 
flooding events and affecting 
recruitment in some 
locations.

Contribute to the water sharing plan (or water resource plan) by 
maintaining the level of planned environmental water and protecting 
remaining natural flows from extraction or redirections. 

 Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting



