
Help save Freshwater Wetlands on 
Coastal Floodplains of the New 
South Wales North Coast, Sydney 
Basin and South East Corner 
Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10929

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10929#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal 
Floodplains of the New South Wales North Coast, 
Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions 
occurrence and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929#Threats
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10929


Threat Action description Scale

Changes in hydrological 
regimes from past and 
present drainage, and 
changes in surface water 
flows through drains, levees 
and flood gates.

Target areas to mechanically repair to restore natural processes that 
promote natural surface water flow.  Site

Overgrazing, trampling and 
disturbance caused by 
livestock

Manage grazing pressure to allow natural regeneration, structural 
diversity, to keep biomass down, and to avoid disturbance to nesting 
birds. This may include grazing only at certain times of the year 
(avoiding bird breeding times) or keeping areas free from grazing for a 
year or providing water sources for stock away from the TEC.

 Site

Overgrazing, trampling and 
disturbance caused by 
livestock

Consult with landholders about participating in conservation 
agreements (preferably long-term in perpetuity) to protect the TEC on 
their property.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of aquatic weeds, particularly 
water hyacinth and salvinia

Control weeds according to the staged approach to weed control and 
with methods to suit differing conditions and that reduce off-target 
damage. Schedule regular follow-up work. Enter weed treatment data 
into National Parks and Wildlife Service's Pest and Weed Information 
System geodatabase for location on NPWS estate.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of aquatic weeds, particularly 
water hyacinth and salvinia

Develop a holistic catchment weed management plan to prevent re-
seeding from upstream so that there are not individual weed 
management plans operating in isolation

 Site, Area

Invasion and establishment 
of aquatic weeds, particularly 
water hyacinth and salvinia

Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed identification 
and intervention, and to implement prevention measures using current 
best management practices.

 Site

Climate change, causing 
changes to water regime 
including increasing dry 
periods, and sea level rise 
impacts

Identify wetlands which hold water longer and those that are at risk of 
drying out to target appropriate management actions  Site, Area

Infiltration of wetland trees 
such as paperbarks, and 
terrestrial weed or native 
plant encroachment along 
edges due to changes in 
hydrology

Assess sites for impact of tree invasion and selectively remove where 
necessary  Site

Agricultural activities such as 
removing vegetation, water 
harvesting and draining, 
planting of species not 
indigenous to this TEC

Identify measures to remove or minimise the impact of cattle trampling 
whilst accessing water such as the installation of wildlife friendly fencing 
to prevent access by stock where appropriate, or providing water 
sources away from the TEC without draining the water from the TEC.

 Site

Lack of knowledge and value 
of the TEC and the lack of 
understanding about the 
dynamics of the TEC (e.g. it 
is still the TEC even during 
dry periods).

Provide land managers with information about fauna that depend on the 
TEC and how to identify TEC species as well as threats such as 
changing water regimes, clearing, damage caused by stock, planting 
non-indigenous species, runoff, and weeds. Develop tools such as 
video showing a wetland in poor condition and one in good condition in 
both wet and dry times. Also include the establishment of a 
demonstration site for the TEC.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

