
Help save Grey Box—Grey Gum 
Wet Sclerophyll Forest in the NSW 
North Coast Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20115

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20115#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Grey Box—Grey Gum Wet Sclerophyll 
Forest in the NSW North Coast Bioregion 
occurrence and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Bell miner associated 
dieback

Implement best practice measures to control, prevent and restore Bell 
Miner Associated Dieback. Follow recommendations in "An 
independent review of bell miner associated dieback - Final Report, 
June 2017" by Knowledge Ecology commissioned by NSW 
government. 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/vegetation/bell-miner-
associated-dieback-independent-review.pdf

 Site, Area

Bell miner associated 
dieback

Modify habitat in affected locations by removing privet, Lantana, and 
post-disturbance vines that encourage bell miners.  Site

Cattle grazing and trampling 
causing loss of plants, 
prevention of regeneration 
and recruitment, compaction 
of soil, erosion, and transfer 
of weeds

Consult with landholders about excluding stock from the TEC through 
the erection of fences at some sites as well as moving watering points 
for stock out of the TEC.

 Site

Cattle grazing and trampling 
causing loss of plants, 
prevention of regeneration 
and recruitment, compaction 
of soil, erosion, and transfer 
of weeds

Identify Travelling Stock Reserves for high priority protection and work 
with Local Land Services to manage them for conservation so that they 
are not permanently grazed.

 Site

Invasion of weeds, most 
commonly Lantana camara. 
Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species, 
particularly lantana, changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition and/or 
altering the soil chemistry 
and microrhiza.

Control weeds as necessary according to the staged approach to weed 
control and with methods that reduce off-target damage. Control of 
weeds should include all problematic species, not just declared noxious 
weeds. Schedule regular follow up work.

 Site

Invasion of weeds, most 
commonly Lantana camara. 
Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species, 
particularly lantana, changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition and/or 
altering the soil chemistry 
and microrhiza.

Consult with landholders/managers about engaging in early weed 
identification and intervention, and to implement prevention measures 
using current best management practices. Encourage 
landholders/managers to identify weed threats early by monitoring 
pathways and animal tracks where weed seeds enter.

 Site

Invasion of weeds, most 
commonly Lantana camara. 
Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species, 
particularly lantana, changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition and/or 
altering the soil chemistry 
and microrhiza.

Target Council and Local Land Services weed contractors to not spray 
chemicals indiscriminately when managing roadsides and reserves 
within or adjacent to the TEC.

 Site

Invasion of weeds, most 
commonly Lantana camara. 
Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species, 
particularly lantana, changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition and/or 
altering the soil chemistry 
and microrhiza.

Investigate options to work with the local Aboriginal community to 
control weeds  Site, Area

Loss of hollow-bearing trees

Identify important hollow-dependent fauna and if/where appropriate 
install custom designed nest boxes and/or artificial logs to support local 
populations. Measure nest box usage and efficacy with a targeted 
monitoring program.

 Site

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Potential threat from fire 
occurring in the vegetation 
around the TEC that could 
spill over into the TEC

Liaise with landholders and land managers about excluding 
inappropriate fire regimes impacting TEC through fire planning.  Site

Landuse practices resulting 
in habitat loss and 
fragmentation

Prevent private native forestry within the TEC and encourage the 
retention of fallen timber for the benefit of fauna.  Site

Landuse practices resulting 
in habitat loss and 
fragmentation

Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders about 
entering voluntary conservation agreements or other form of long-term, 
in perpetuity conservation/stewardship agreement.

 Site

Landuse practices resulting 
in habitat loss and 
fragmentation

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
fauna that depend on the woodland as well as threats to the community 
such as clearing and weeds. This may be done through the distribution 
of relevant publications, erecting interpretive signs at strategic locations 
and school programs.

 Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

