
Help save Howell Shrublands in the 
New England Tableland and 
Nandewar Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10415

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10415#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Howell Shrublands in the New England 
Tableland and Nandewar Bioregions occurrence 
and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Climate change leading to 
longer dry periods altering 
vegetation.

Investigate options for assisted translocation if needed in the future.  Site, Area

Climate change leading to 
longer dry periods altering 
vegetation.

Identify priority species for ex-situ collection and seed banking.  Area

Rural subdivision and 
subsequent development, 
including mining and 
infrastructure, causing 
clearing and damage of the 
TEC.

Regularly train maintenance staff (e.g. councils) in where the TEC 
occurs and how to avoid impacts on it.  Area, Site

Rural subdivision and 
subsequent development, 
including mining and 
infrastructure, causing 
clearing and damage of the 
TEC.

Where appropriate, install yellow posts with QR codes to guide 
infrastructure maintenance.  Site

Damage caused by 
agricultural activities such as 
clearing, overgrazing, or 
removing fallen timber.

Encourage landholders to keep fallen timber in place and retain woody 
debris.  Site, Area

Damage caused by 
agricultural activities such as 
clearing, overgrazing, or 
removing fallen timber.

Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders about 
entering voluntary conservation agreements or other form of long-term, 
in perpetuity conservation/stewardship agreement.

 Site

Damage caused by 
agricultural activities such as 
clearing, overgrazing, or 
removing fallen timber.

Manage grazing pressure to allow natural regeneration, structural 
diversity and to keep biomass down. This may include grazing only at 
certain times of the year or keeping areas free from grazing for a year.

 Site

Damage caused by 
agricultural activities such as 
clearing, overgrazing, or 
removing fallen timber.

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify the TEC and its granite habitat as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, grazing, firewood collection, logging, trail 
bike riding and weeds. This may be done through stakeholder 
engagement forums, information packages and other community 
engagement activities.

 Area

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly invasive grasses 
such as Coolatai and 
Whiskey Grass.

Control weeds as necessary according to the staged approach to weed 
control and with methods that reduce off-target damage. Control of 
weeds should include all problematic species, not just declared noxious 
weeds. Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed 
identification and intervention, and to implement prevention measures 
using current best management practices. Encourage 
landholders/managers to identify weed threats early by monitoring 
pathways and animal tracks where weed seeds enter.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly invasive grasses 
such as Coolatai and 
Whiskey Grass.

Develop a protocol for the most appropriate chemical to use after field 
trials (not within the TEC).  Area

Disturbance and damage 
caused by: motorbike riders, 
dumping of rubbish and 
arson, the removal of timber 
for firewood collection, 
including lack of logs for 
fauna habitat, and input of 
excess nutrients from fish 
cleaning by visitors.

Investigate options such as installing deterrent signage and surveillance 
cameras at strategic sites and interpretive signage explaining the 
impact of the certain activities on the TEC.

 Site

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Disturbance and damage 
caused by: motorbike riders, 
dumping of rubbish and 
arson, the removal of timber 
for firewood collection, 
including lack of logs for 
fauna habitat, and input of 
excess nutrients from fish 
cleaning by visitors.

Prevent access by installing physical barriers to manage access at 
certain locations.  Site

Disturbance and damage 
caused by: motorbike riders, 
dumping of rubbish and 
arson, the removal of timber 
for firewood collection, 
including lack of logs for 
fauna habitat, and input of 
excess nutrients from fish 
cleaning by visitors.

To prevent dumping and firewood collection in the TEC, including 
Travelling Stock Reserves, restrict access to areas of the TEC by 
installing physical barriers, deterrent signage and surveillance cameras 
at strategic sites.

 Site

Disturbance and damage 
caused by: motorbike riders, 
dumping of rubbish and 
arson, the removal of timber 
for firewood collection, 
including lack of logs for 
fauna habitat, and input of 
excess nutrients from fish 
cleaning by visitors.

In locations where human disturbance has been removed and where 
natural regeneration is not feasible, undertake rehabilitation and 
revegetation of affected areas, including propagation of associated 
species using local provenance and document revegetation activity.

 Site

Fragmentation.

Identify areas to target for connectivity, revegetation and augmentation 
work then regenerate and/or revegetate. This should include not just 
canopy species but shrubs also. Planting could be continuous or as a 
stepping stone or buffering approach. Natural revegetation should be 
promoted where possible.

 Site

Fragmentation.

Provide land managers with information on how to appropriately 
revegetate degraded areas to improve connectivity and condition. This 
should include collection, propagation, and planting of local species 
using mixed provenance (local and western), propagation of associated 
species, and documentation of revegetation activity (e.g. seed sources, 
vouchers).

 Area

Overbrowsing by and 
addition of nutrients from 
goats.

Assess the impact and density of goats and control when and where 
necessary using a regional integrated pest management approach. This 
may include, but is not limited to, mustering, aerial shooting, trapping at 
waterpoints and ground shooting.

 Site, Area

Overbrowsing by and 
addition of nutrients from 
goats.

In areas where goats cannot be controlled, establish trial exclosure 
sites.  Site

Inappropriate fire regime - 
too frequent fire.

Avoid fires in the TEC. Liaise with the NSW Rural Fire Service to 
update their "Threatened Species Hazard Reduction List-Part 3-
Threatened Ecological Communities" to change from "no more than 7 
years" to "no fire". Notify the Rural Fire Service as to where the TEC 
occurs.

 State

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

