
Help save Moist Shale Woodland in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10539

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10539#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Moist Shale Woodland in the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion occurrence and priority management 
area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development.

Highlight the importance of the TEC and, through local education 
programs, encourage residents to manage the TEC appropriately with 
minimal disturbance.

 Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development.

Increase connectivity between reserves and private properties and 
create buffer zones around each to reduce the urban and peri-urban 
interface. Restore, rehabilitate and revegetate areas around reserves to 
create connectivity and increase the buffer zones of native vegetation 
around each area.

 Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development.

Investigate opportunities for establishing conservation agreements 
(voluntary or wildlife refuge agreements) or Biodiversity Stewardship 
Agreements with private land owners.

 Site, Area

Increased fragmentation of 
community and under 
scrubbing clearing of the mid 
and ground storey by private 
landholders. 

Encourage land owners to adopt appropriate grazing regimes and to 
revegetate disturbed areas with TEC indigenous species.  Site, Area

Mixed weed invasion: Privet 
(Ligustrum sp.), Lantana 
(Lantana camara), Cat's 
Claw Creeper (Dolichandra 
unguis-cati), Asparagus Fern 
(Asparagus aethiopicus), 
invasive scramblers and 
vines.

Undertake appropriate weed control activities to reduce African olive 
distribution through remnants as well as other mentioned Weeds of 
National Significance listed under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.

 Site, Area

Inappropriate fire regimes to 
maintain the TEC in 
appropriate threshold 
(floristic diversity, structure, 
composition).

Undertake targeted investigations of the TEC to gain better knowledge 
of the distribution of the community and produce a vegetation map with 
greater accuracy of the distribution of the TEC in the landscape.

 Site, Area

Inappropriate fire regimes to 
maintain the TEC in 
appropriate threshold 
(floristic diversity, structure, 
composition).

Update district bushfire plans, Rural Fire Service Hazard Reduction 
Burn Threatened Species List (Category 3) and other bushfire related 
legalisation, procedures or documents relating to the TEC and optimal 
fire thresholds, accurate distribution mapping and research information.

 Site, Area

Inappropriate fire regimes to 
maintain the TEC in 
appropriate threshold 
(floristic diversity, structure, 
composition).

Liaise with Council, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Western 
Sydney Parklands Trust to develop and implement ecological burn 
regimes based on the recommended fire requirements. Conduct 
ecological burn trials at Western Sydney Parklands to assist with fire 
research.

 Site, Area

Erosion and landslip from 
clearing and reduced 
vegetation on steep slopes.

Undertake erosion mapping and implement staged bush regeneration 
and soil stabilisation techniques to counter erosion.  Site, Area

Erosion and landslip from 
clearing and reduced 
vegetation on steep slopes.

Undertake bank stabilisation works using appropriate techniques when 
conducting any restoration or management of the TEC.  Site, Area

Inappropriate land use and a 
limited potential to manage 
steep slopes appropriately in 
remnants on private land .

Work with Local Land Services, councils, community groups and 
landowners to develop and implement a Best Practice Bush 
Regeneration guide for the TEC.

 Site, Area

Inappropriate access and 
illegal disturbance by 
recreational users, including 
track formation and rubbish 
dumping with remnant 
patches of the community.

Actively remove dumped illegal waste from patches of the TEC across 
the site.  Site, Area

Inappropriate water run-off 
entering the site, which leads 
to increased nutrients and 
sedimentation.

Provide local landowners with information about using and managing 
agricultural pollution within the TEC, creek lines and surrounding 
remnant vegetation.

 Site, Area

Inappropriate water run-off 
entering the site, which leads 
to increased nutrients and 
sedimentation.

Work with councils, landowners, Local Land Services and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to discourage the use agricultural 
pollutants close to, and the dumping of into, waterways surrounding the 
TEC.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Disturbance by feral animals: 
deer, pigs, goats, rabbits etc.

Coordinate with local land owners, land managers, Local Land Services 
and Rural Lands for implementation of pest management controls for 
fox, deer and rabbit.

 Site, Area

Grazing by livestock which 
prevents regrowth from 
coming back and erosion 
impacts along creeklines.

Install livestock exclusion fencing (fencing should be native fauna 
passage friendly e.g. no barb wire, chain mail etc.) around TEC 
remnants (particularly on steep slopes) and encourage appropriate 
grazing strategies in surrounding areas e.g. rotating stock to prevent 
overgrazing in single paddocks etc.

 Site, Area

Grazing by livestock which 
prevents regrowth from 
coming back and erosion 
impacts along creeklines.

Liaise with Local Land Services, Rural Lands, Councils and landowners 
to educate about appropriate grazing regimes to protect the TEC.  Site, Area

Dieback of Eucalyptus 
canopy due to fragmentation, 
Psyllids and compounding 
stresses of multiple mistletoe 
plants within the canopy. 

Recommend using restoration appropriate species to reduce effect from 
Psyllids in the TEC to local bush regeneration companies, volunteer 
groups, Councils and Local Land Services. 

 Site, Area

Dieback of Eucalyptus 
canopy due to fragmentation, 
Psyllids and compounding 
stresses of multiple mistletoe 
plants within the canopy. 

Investigate the cause and compounding impacts of dieback in 
Eucalyptus canopy species in this TEC.  Site, Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

