
Help save Montane Peatlands and 
Swamps of the New England 
Tableland, NSW North Coast, 
Sydney Basin, South East Corner, 
South Eastern Highlands and 
Australian Alps bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10936

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10936#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Land clearing, filling, 
drainage. 

Consult with land managers about entering land management 
agreements. Provide advice to planning authorities to avoid or minimise 
direct and indirect impacts of clearing and disturbance. Ensure local 
government are aware of the TEC, its distribution, threats and potential 
conservation management in their Local Government Area.

 Site, Area

Grazing and trampling by 
domestic stock, feral animals 
(deer and pigs), and feral 
horses. 

Provide advice to land managers about excluding livestock from the 
TEC by installing fencing and provide incentives for good management. 
Remove grazing from Travelling Stock Reserves by purchasing leases 
and provide advice to influence grazing management plans on State 
Forest estate to avoid/minimise grazing impacts. Control feral horse 
populations using best practice; erect fencing on public land where 
appropriate but as a last resort; undertake restoration where horses are 
excluded/controlled effectively. Undertake best practice control for feral 
deer and pigs, focusing on landscape scale control programs.

 Site, Area

Recreational activities 
(including vehicle use, 
commercial horse-riding, 
mountain bikes, 
bushwalking). 

Reduce the impact of disturbance on the TEC from recreational and 
commercial users by restricting access (e.g. signage, fences and 
permits) and promoting the importance of the TEC (e.g. the publication 
of articles about the TEC in user groups magazines/newsletters).

 Site, Area

Habitat degradation from 
current or past mining 
operations (historic peat 
mining, ruby mining).

Promote restoration of hydrologic function and erosion control. Stabilise 
disturbed areas in the catchment.  Site, Area

Too frequent fire, planned fire 
during periods of rainfall 
deficit, or major underground 
peat fires. 

Ensure vegetation mapping has been completed for high priority sites 
and that this information is available to be incorporated into fire 
planning on public and private land. Exclude the TEC from prescribed 
burning wherever possible by informing the Rural Fire Service, National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and landholder groups about the negative 
impacts of too frequent fire on the TEC. As a last resort, use fire 
retardants to protect high priority TEC examples. Restore hydrological 
function, promote stabilization of sites by fire managers to minimise 
erosion and undertake other ecological restoration (e.g. weed control) 
post-fire as needed. Develop a database/map of fire frequency in bogs 
and a peat fire control response policy.

 Area, State

Pollution (including herbicide, 
pesticides, fertilisers) and 
sedimentation from runoff. 

Provide information to local government about the ecosystem services 
of an intact TEC in filtering water and carbon sequestration and the 
impacts of nutrient inputs (nitrogen and phosphorous) from poorly 
managed runoff. Monitor TEC for early establishment by weeds. 
Undertake best practice control following strategies for relevant Key 
Threatening Processes where applicable.

 Area, State

Hydrological change 
(including erosion and 
sedimentation) from 
roadworks, drainage works, 
and aqueducts. 

Undertake early restoration and rehabilitation of erosion channels and 
gullies to prevent the formation of nick points (abrupt gradient changes) 
that can lead to collapse; prevent further hydrological change through 
education of road-makers.

 Site, Area

Lack of knowledge of 
ecology, particularly in 
relation to groundwater 
dependent species.

Investigate poorly known peatlands in the North Coast Bioregion and in 
the Greater Blue Mountains/Wollemi area where there may be 
confusion or overlap with related TECs. Add key management areas if 
appropriate.

 Area

Periodic or long-term drying 
of peatlands leading to 
habitat degradation and 
vulnerability to fire. 

Monitor impacts of climate change on hydrological processes, 
community structure and function to identify examples of the TEC that 
are most vulnerable to climate change; manage these to retain water.

 Site, Area

Plant and animal pathogens 
leading to local extinction of 
susceptible species. 

Follow hygiene protocols to mitigate the spread of pathogens such as 
Phytophthora species and Chytrid, and monitor where required.  Area, State

Action toolbox



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

