
Help save Semi-evergreen Vine 
Thicket in the Brigalow Belt South 
and Nandewar Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10749

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10749#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Semi-evergreen Vine Thicket in the 
Brigalow Belt South and Nandewar Bioregions 
occurrence and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing of habitat for 
agriculture and grazing.

Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders about 
entering voluntary conservation agreements or other form of long-term, 
in perpetuity conservation/stewardship agreement.

 Site

Clearing of habitat for 
agriculture and grazing.

Establish a demonstration site to be able to provide education about the 
TEC such as holding field days.  Site

Grazing and trampling by 
domestic stock. 

Identify Travelling Stock Reserves for high priority protection and work 
with Local Land Services to manage them for conservation so that they 
are not permanently grazed.

 Site, Area

Grazing and trampling by 
domestic stock. 

Consult with landholders about excluding stock from the TEC through 
the erection of fences at some sites.  Site

Clearing and damage to 
habitat by road maintenance 
works. 

Where appropriate, install yellow posts with QR codes to guide 
infrastructure maintenance.  Site

Clearing and damage to 
habitat by road maintenance 
works. 

Liaise with the NSW Roadside Environment Committee to provide 
training/information to maintenance staff (e.g. councils) on TEC location 
and protection.

 Site, Area

Fragmentation and risk of 
extinction due to small, 
scattered remnants

Identify areas to target for connectivity, revegetation and augmentation 
work then regenerate, revegetate and/or expand the site. This should 
include not just canopy species but shrubs also. Planting could be 
continuous or as a stepping stone or buffering approach. Natural 
revegetation should be promoted where possible.

 Site

Fragmentation and risk of 
extinction due to small, 
scattered remnants

In locations where natural regeneration is not feasible, undertake 
rehabilitation and revegetation of affected areas, including propagation 
of associated species using mixed local provenance and document 
revegetation activity.

 Site

Fragmentation and risk of 
extinction due to small, 
scattered remnants

Provide land managers with information on how to appropriately 
revegetate degraded areas to improve connectivity and condition. This 
should include collection, propagation, and planting of local species 
using mixed provenance (from different sites), propagation of 
associated species, and documentation of revegetation activity (e.g. 
seed sources, vouchers).

 Area

Lack of value and 
understanding of the TEC by 
landholders and managers of 
the TEC

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify TEC plant and animal species as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, damage caused by stock and the 
introduction and spread of weeds. This may be done through 
stakeholder engagement forums, holding field days, distributing Local 
Land Services materials and other community engagement activities.

 Area

Lack of value and 
understanding of the TEC by 
landholders and managers of 
the TEC

Encourage landholders to monitor and record brush turkey activity on 
their properties for at least 12 months.  Site

Fox predation on Brush 
Turkeys

Assess the impact and density of foxes and pigs and control when and 
where necessary using a regional integrated pest management 
approach.

 Site, Area

Impact of pigs on Brush 
Turkeys and on germination 
of key plant species through 
consumption of fruit

Assess the impact and density of foxes and pigs and control when and 
where necessary using a regional integrated pest management 
approach.

 Site, Area

Increase in goannas, caused 
by dumping of carcasses, 
leading to higher mortality 
rates of brush turkeys. 

Encourage land managers not to dump carcasses within the TEC but to 
instead bury in open areas further away.  Area, Site

Overbrowsing by both 
domestic and wild goats

Assess the impact and density of goats and control wild goats when 
and where necessary using a regional integrated pest management 
approach. This may include, but is not limited to, mustering, aerial 
shooting, trapping at water points and ground shooting.

 Site, Area

Overbrowsing by both 
domestic and wild goats

Exclude goats from the TEC by erecting fencing and relocating watering 
points outside of the TEC.  Site

Risk of fire both wildlife and 
hazard reduction burns

Update fire management plans to include locations of the TEC as 
exclusions for fire.  Site, Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Climate change leading to 
longer dry periods altering 
vegetation structure and 
composition

Investigate options for assisted translocation if needed in the future.  Site, Area

Climate change leading to 
longer dry periods altering 
vegetation structure and 
composition

Identify priority species for ex-situ collection and seed banking.  Area

Climate change leading to 
longer dry periods altering 
vegetation structure and 
composition

Identify high altitude sites as priority sites for protection.  Site, Area

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly Green Panic 
Grass, Sabi Grass, Tiger 
Pear, and Tree Pear. 

Control weeds as necessary according to the staged approach to weed 
control and with methods that reduce off-target damage. Control of 
weeds should include all problematic species, not just declared noxious 
weeds. Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed 
identification and intervention, and to implement prevention measures 
using current best management practices. Encourage 
landholders/managers to identify weed threats early by monitoring 
pathways and animal tracks where weed seeds enter.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly Green Panic 
Grass, Sabi Grass, Tiger 
Pear, and Tree Pear. 

Investigate options for bio-control such as using the cochineal beetle.  Site, Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

