
Help save Southern Sydney 
sheltered forest on transitional 
sandstone soils in the Sydney 
Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20069

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20069#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Southern Sydney sheltered forest on 
transitional sandstone soils in the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion occurrence and priority management 
area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Degradation of remnants by 
non-native plant species, 
including noxious weeds, and 
environmental weeds and 
including garden escapes. 

Control environmental weeds using best practice bush regeneration 
methods including for perennial exotic grasses and forbs.  Site

Degradation by over grazing 
and trampling by the 
introduced Rusa timorensis 
(Rusa deer). Resulting in 
losses of plant species and 
structural diversity 
(simplification of the 
understorey and ground layer 
and suppression of 
overstorey regeneration), 
erosion and other soil 
changes (e.g. loss of 
cryptogams, increased 
nutrient status).

Control deer using best practice methods in accordance with the best 
practice deer control guidelines.  Site, Area

Inappropriate fire regimes, 
high frequency hazard 
reduction burning and 
clearing for hazard reduction.

Avoid recurrent frequent fires (successive intervals of 10 years or less). 
Ensure new knowledge about appropriate fire frequency threshold is 
included in the NSW Rural Fire Service Threatened Species Hazard 
Reduction List and in all relevant Bushfire Risk Management Plans.

 Site, Area

Dumping of garden waste, 
increased urban runoff and 
stormwater management 
resulting in nutrient 
enrichment of the soil, 
eutrophication of waterways 
and spread of weeds.

Provide neighbouring landholders with information about dumping 
garden waste and point source water pollutants. Investigate and 
implement methods to improve capture of gross pollutants and high 
nutrient runoff from residential areas.

 Site

Habitat loss, degradation and 
fragmentation as a result of 
residential development and 
recreational activities (e.g. 
bike paths).

Provide residents with information on the types of activities that can 
have negative impacts on the TEC and how to mitigate and avoid these 
impacts.

 Site, Area

Habitat loss, degradation and 
fragmentation as a result of 
residential development and 
recreational activities (e.g. 
bike paths).

Close and rehabilitate unauthorised tracks.  Site, Area

Habitat loss, degradation and 
fragmentation as a result of 
infrastructure maintenance.

Provide updated vegetation mapping to key land management 
agencies.  Site, Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

