
Help save Subtropical Coastal 
Floodplain Forest of the New South 
Wales North Coast Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10944

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10944#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest of 
the New South Wales North Coast Bioregion 
occurrence and priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species 
(particularly camphor laurel, 
groundsel, exotic vines and 
scramblers, lantana and 
exotic perennial grasses) 
changing community 
structure and floristic 
composition and/or altering 
soil chemistry, mycorrhizae 
and fire regimes.

Implement weed management to limit re-invasion from upstream sites.  Area

Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species 
(particularly camphor laurel, 
groundsel, exotic vines and 
scramblers, lantana and 
exotic perennial grasses) 
changing community 
structure and floristic 
composition and/or altering 
soil chemistry, mycorrhizae 
and fire regimes.

Use an Integrated Weed Management approach to control transformer 
weeds species (e.g. those species capable of altering the character, 
condition or form of the community) where impacting or likely to impact 
on the TEC. Where appropriate use a staged approach and use 
methods that reduce off-target damage. Control of weeds should 
include all problematic species. Schedule regular follow up work to 
maintain effective weed management.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species 
(particularly camphor laurel, 
groundsel, exotic vines and 
scramblers, lantana and 
exotic perennial grasses) 
changing community 
structure and floristic 
composition and/or altering 
soil chemistry, mycorrhizae 
and fire regimes.

Encourage landholders/managers to engage in weed identification and 
intervention, and to implement prevention measures using current best 
management practices. Encourage landholders/managers to identify 
weed threats early by monitoring invasion pathways.

 Site, Area

Invasion and establishment 
of transformer weed species 
(particularly camphor laurel, 
groundsel, exotic vines and 
scramblers, lantana and 
exotic perennial grasses) 
changing community 
structure and floristic 
composition and/or altering 
soil chemistry, mycorrhizae 
and fire regimes.

Engage with Local Government and Local Land Services to minimise 
impacts from weed spraying activities when managing roadsides within 
or adjacent to the TEC.

 Area

Clearing from rural, 
agricultural and urban 
development leading to edge 
effect, degradation and 
further fragmentation.

Identify areas to target for connectivity, revegetation and augmentation 
work then regenerate and/or reconstruct these habitats. Reconstruction 
plantings should include species from all strata found in the TEC. 
Planting could be continuous or as a stepping stone or buffering 
approach. Natural revegetation should be promoted where possible.

 Site, Area

Clearing from rural, 
agricultural and urban 
development leading to edge 
effect, degradation and 
further fragmentation.

Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders about 
entering voluntary conservation agreements or other form of long-term, 
in perpetuity conservation/stewardship agreement.

 Site

Climate change causing sea 
level rise leading to changes 
in flooding regimes and loss 
of habitat as well as a 
change in floristics because 
of temperature changes.

Identify sites prone to sea-level rise impacts and use as a genetic 
source (seed collection) for retreat sites at higher locations. Identify 
higher sites as re-establishment sites and work with land managers to 
establish these sites.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Climate change causing sea 
level rise leading to changes 
in flooding regimes and loss 
of habitat as well as a 
change in floristics because 
of temperature changes.

Investigate the impact of climate change on flowering phenology and 
plant/animal interactions (i.e. pollination networks).  Area

Grazing and trampling by 
livestock causing loss of or 
damage to plants, 
compaction of soil, erosion, 
influx of nutrients and 
dispersal of weeds.

Liaise with landholders to minimise and manage grazing impacts on the 
TEC, including the exclusion of stock through the erection of fences and 
provision of off-stream water points, or through reducing stocking 
density if fencing is impractical (e.g. frequent flooding) and natural 
regeneration is not impacted.

 Site

Grazing and trampling by 
livestock causing loss of or 
damage to plants, 
compaction of soil, erosion, 
influx of nutrients and 
dispersal of weeds.

Identify Travelling Stock Reserves where the TEC occurs and work with 
Local Land Services to manage these areas for conservation purposes.  Site

Bell Miner associated 
dieback (BMAD) and other 
psyllids.

Management recommendations for BMAD (Silver & Carnegie, 2017, 
section 3.4, pg 76-78) should be followed. Specifically those referring to 
weed management of invasive species that restrict natural regeneration 
and are used as superior nesting sites for Bell Miners See link below to 
Silver & Carnegie (2017) 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/vegetation/bell-miner-
associated-dieback-independent-review.pdf

 Site

Human disturbance: rubbish 
dumping, motorbikes, 4WDs, 
firewood collection, removal 
of woody debris, under 
scrubbing causing 
degradation to the TEC.

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify TEC plant and animal species as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, grazing, weeds and altered fire regimes. 
This may be done through field days, plant identification workshops, 
information packages and other community engagement activities. 
Engage with sympathetic landholders and utilise peer-to peer learning 
with other landholders.

 Area, Site

Human disturbance: rubbish 
dumping, motorbikes, 4WDs, 
firewood collection, removal 
of woody debris, under 
scrubbing causing 
degradation to the TEC.

Prevent damage and disturbance by managing access to the TEC 
through the installation of bollards, gates, and/or fencing at strategic 
locations and/or the use of deterrent signage. Encourage natural 
regeneration or reconstruction plantings if required following any track 
closures.

 Site

Removal of timber, 
particularly hardwoods, for 
fence posts and for logging.

Liaise with the Forestry Corporation, Local Land Services, and other 
land managers to provide advice on the impact of the removal of timber 
for fence posts and firewood, and encourage prevention of timber 
removal (standing and fallen) within the TEC.

 Area

Inappropriate fire regime - 
too frequent fire in some 
areas particularly on private 
land and in travelling stock 
reserves being managed for 
pasture and resulting in 
changes to the under-storey, 
and too infrequent fire in 
other locations resulting in 
vegetation which encourages 
the Bell Miner.

Work with land managers to determine and implement appropriate fire 
regime at sites.  Site



Threat Action description Scale

Altered hydrological regimes, 
particularly from narrowing of 
corridors and the installation 
of infrastructure for flood 
mitigation and drainage 
causing: a lack of periodic 
flooding, water entering more 
quickly and/or in larger 
volumes, water not standing 
long enough or being 
inundated for too long 
leading to changes in 
floristics, a change in 
nutrients and salinity, and 
acid sulphate soils.

Restore natural hydrological regimes where possible through the 
appropriate management of flood mitigation infrastructure.  Area, Site

Altered hydrological regimes, 
particularly from narrowing of 
corridors and the installation 
of infrastructure for flood 
mitigation and drainage 
causing: a lack of periodic 
flooding, water entering more 
quickly and/or in larger 
volumes, water not standing 
long enough or being 
inundated for too long 
leading to changes in 
floristics, a change in 
nutrients and salinity, and 
acid sulphate soils.

Implement a water sensitive design that benefits the TEC such as 
planting of buffer zones to trap nutrients and the design and installation 
of detention basins that have an ecological value so that hydrology is 
improved. Encourage Councils and other land managers to plan 
holistically when installing water infrastructure.

 Area, Site

Altered hydrological regimes, 
particularly from narrowing of 
corridors and the installation 
of infrastructure for flood 
mitigation and drainage 
causing: a lack of periodic 
flooding, water entering more 
quickly and/or in larger 
volumes, water not standing 
long enough or being 
inundated for too long 
leading to changes in 
floristics, a change in 
nutrients and salinity, and 
acid sulphate soils.

Provide residents with information about the impacts on the TEC from 
activities such as draining to discourage mosquitoes. Include 
information about insects that are beneficial to the TEC.

 Area, Site

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

