
Help save Western Sydney Dry 
Rainforest in the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Michael Cufer

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10834

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10834#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Western Sydney Dry Rainforest in the 
Sydney Basin Bioregion occurrence and priority 
management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development. . The small 
size of the remnants makes 
them particularly vulnerable 
to further fragmentation.

Liaise with landholders about implementing strategic grazing (rotation of 
livestock to prevent the underscrubbing of vegetation) in the TEC  Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development. . The small 
size of the remnants makes 
them particularly vulnerable 
to further fragmentation.

Encourage land managers to participate in conservation agreements 
(preferably long-term in perpetuity) to protect the TEC.  Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development. . The small 
size of the remnants makes 
them particularly vulnerable 
to further fragmentation.

Liaise with landowners, Local Land Services, councils and community 
groups to engage in restoration works to counteract clearing and 
disturbance, including conserving and reconstructing corridors.

 Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development. . The small 
size of the remnants makes 
them particularly vulnerable 
to further fragmentation.

Provide information to council, Local Land Services and land managers 
about the TEC including vegetation mapping and a guide for 
revegetation that includes information on native historic and endemic 
vegetation that can be used for replanting.

 Site, Area

Increased fragmentation of 
community and under 
scrubbing clearing of the mid 
and ground storey by private 
landholders. The small size 
of the original remnants 
makes them particularly 
vulnerable to further 
fragmentation. 

Encourage land owners to reduce clearing and fragmentation, to adopt 
appropriate grazing regimes and to revegetate disturbed areas with 
TEC indigenous species.

 Site, Area

Lack of knowledge about the 
extent and ecological 
function of the TEC

Identify and conduct research on the different representative forms of 
the TEC across its distribution to get an understanding of the 
community. The research needs to take into considerations the distinct 
soils, geology and species composition variants in each area. Ensure 
that there are several sites represented for each community form type 
and target sufficient land area to conduct management actions.

 Site, Area

Mixed weed invasion: Broad-
leafed Privet (Ligustrum 
lucidum), Lantana (Lantana 
camara), Cats Claw Creeper 
(Dolichandra unguis-cati), 
African Olive (Olea europaea 
subsp. cuspidate) , invasive 
scramblers/vines, grasses 
and others.

Undertake appropriate weed control activities to reduce major weeds, 
such as Lantana, within remnants as well as other weed species listed 
as Weeds of National Significance under the NSW Biosecurity Act 
2015.

 Site, Area

Disturbance by feral animals, 
including deer, pigs, rabbits 
and goats.

Monitor for introduced herbivores, in particular deer and goats, in TEC 
remnants and undertake appropriate and humane control where 
necessary ensuring that any culling program is communicated to land 
managers.

 Site, Area

High fire frequency, which 
has altered the appropriate 
floristic and structural 
diversity.

Undertake infrequent (greater than 30 year) ecological mosaic burns in 
TEC remnants and monitor the outcomes of the burns in the distinct 
forms of the TEC to inform fire thresholds required by the TEC across 
its range. This can be established by creating monitoring plots and 
surveying these areas systematically before, immediately after and 
periodically after fire (e.g. every two months or seasonally). Results of 
fire research to be provided to NSW Rural Fire Service to update the 
Hazard Reduction Threatened Species list and other fire-related 
management documentation and inform future fire planning within the 
TEC.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Increased fragmentation of 
community and under 
scrubbing clearing of the mid 
and ground storey by private 
landholders. The small size 
of the original remnants 
makes them particularly 
vulnerable to further 
fragmentation. 

Provide land managers with information about best practice bush 
regeneration for the TEC.  Site, Area

Mixed weed invasion: Broad-
leafed Privet (Ligustrum 
lucidum), Lantana (Lantana 
camara), Cats Claw Creeper 
(Dolichandra unguis-cati), 
African Olive (Olea europaea 
subsp. cuspidate) , invasive 
scramblers/vines, grasses 
and others.

Provide landholders with information about the identification of weeds 
and what species are native to the TEC, to assist with its recovery.  Site, Area

Agricultural pollution, 
including nutrient plumes and 
nutrient loading from 
agricultural chemicals in soils 
and water table.

Provide community education to land owners about agricultural 
pollution. Encourage land managers to prevent illegal dumping and the 
use of agricultural pollutants. 

 Site, Area

Agricultural pollution, 
including nutrient plumes and 
nutrient loading from 
agricultural chemicals in soils 
and water table.

Work with councils, landowners, Local Land Services and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to discourage the use agricultural 
pollutants close to, and the dumping of into, waterways surrounding the 
TEC. Conduct community engagement programs about the use of 
agricultural pollutants in the waterway.

 Area, Site

Disturbance by recreational 
users (4wd, illegal dumping, 
motorbikes, mountain bikes 
etc.) 

Raise awareness through installing signage and community 
engagement activities to reduce disturbance and illegal waste by 
recreational users. 

 Site, Area

Erosion and landslip from 
clearing, over grazing and 
reduced vegetation on steep 
slopes. Potential subsidence 
from long wall mining. 

Undertake erosion mapping and implement staged bush regeneration 
and soil stabilisation techniques to counter erosion.  Site, Area

Erosion and landslip from 
clearing, over grazing and 
reduced vegetation on steep 
slopes. Potential subsidence 
from long wall mining. 

Undertake bank stabilisation works using appropriate techniques when 
conducting any restoration or management of the TEC.  Site, Area

Increased fragmentation of 
community and under 
scrubbing clearing of the mid 
and ground storey by private 
landholders. The small size 
of the original remnants 
makes them particularly 
vulnerable to further 
fragmentation. 

Ensure wild stock seed is collected for all suitable species within the 
TEC and kept in Council nurseries, Mt Annan plant bank facility and 
NSW Herbarium for propagation and revegetation programs.

 Site, Area

Clearing for both rural, 
industrial and urban 
development. . The small 
size of the remnants makes 
them particularly vulnerable 
to further fragmentation.

Encourage and support Landcare groups and land managers to 
conduct restoration programs in the TEC, including disturbed remnants.  Site, Area

Disturbance by feral animals, 
including deer, pigs, rabbits 
and goats.

Provide relevant landholders and deer/pig hunters with information 
about the problems caused by introduced populations of feral species, 
appropriate fencing for deer farms and laws around the unlawful 
release of domestic deer and other livestock into the wild.

 Site, Area

High fire frequency, which 
has altered the appropriate 
floristic and structural 
diversity.

Work with Local Land Services, council, fire authorities and land 
managers to develop best practice fire management and a recovery 
standards manual for this TEC.

 Site, Area



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

