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RE: Submission – Draft Code of Practice Authorising Flying-fox Camp 
Management Actions 2018 

 
The Country Women’s Association (“CWA”) is the largest women's organisation in 
Australia. CWA members share a commitment to improving the lives of women and 

their families by lobbying government on key agenda issues, fundraising and teaching 
life skills. Our key aims are to provide a forum for the voice of women in NSW and 

improve the conditions and welfare of all women and families, especially in regional 
and rural areas. We also support initiatives that enhance the value of ‘country living’ — 
especially in the areas of health and education; as well as strongly encourage 

development in regional areas and increase the viability of rural communities. 
 

The CWA would like to provide some brief comment on “Code of Practice Authorising 
Flying-fox Camp Management Actions 2018”, which is currently on exhibition. In 
principle, the concept of a code, providing guidance and rules in relation to the 

management of flying-foxes is supported; however there appears to be a distinct lack 
of cooperation and coordination between agencies when it comes to managing these 

animals. Overlapping federal and state laws pertaining to the flying-fox and native 
vegetation do little to provide meaningful solutions for affected communities and the 
animals themselves.  

 
Flying-foxes are affecting many communities across Australia. Colonies are spending 

longer in areas, resulting in a myriad of problems. Exhaustion of food sources and 
appropriate habitat is increasing the risk of disease caused from malnutrition and 

overcrowding. Destruction of habitat for many smaller mammals, birds, lizards and 
insects combined with the contamination of waterways by excreta is becoming a large 
environmental problem in many areas. A lack of sleep, stress and depression affects 

residents, along with the smell and noise, reducing their quality of life. Pets, especially 
dogs, can be affected by the sonar noise of the bats resulting in behavioural and 

health problems. Increased financial burden due to physical damage to vehicles, roofs 
and electrical equipment and a downturn in tourism have also been reported. The CWA 
of NSW does not dispute the endangered species status of flying-foxes, but we are 

asking for an equitable approach to the management of colonies across Australia for all 
concerned. 

 
Our policy of that, as a matter of urgency, responsible state and federal governments 
should be working together to implement a strategic management plan to protect the 

health and sustainability of communities and environments affected by the feeding and 
roosting of the Grey Headed Flying Fox. Whilst we support the code in principle, it 

represents only a small part of the work that should be done on this issue. Our 
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members feel that the state government in particular, should be doing much more 
than simply drafting a code, when it comes to the management of these animals. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 
 

Annette Turner 
State President 
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