
Comments (feedback) on the Draft Code of Practice Authorising Flying-Fox Camp Management 

Actions 2018  

From Dr Elwyn Hegarty,  The OEH draft plan was well prepared, 

easy to follow, and for the most part set out conditions and procedures that showed a well-founded 

realisation of the difficulties of dealing with the developing problems, while providing possible 

solutions that were acceptable in the interests of residents as well as the flying-foxes.  Practical 

details of these solutions are perhaps necessarily vague, (Part 2, section 8b and 9c: parts i-v). This 

seems to allow some latitude in local interpretation of what is appropriate in each circumstance. My 

comments are: 

1. The rules in the OEH code of practice seem to be formulated to guide local authorities and other 

official land management authorities. To what extent do they also apply to owners of private 

land who may need local government permits of various kinds to use one or more of the various 

suggested methods to deal with bats roosting on their property?  

2. Residents in Armidale who have been affected by the arrival, roosting and breeding of the bats 

have no co-ordinated groups and need more clarity of their options and limitations. Lopping of 

larger branches >5 cm in diameter is currently disallowed, and total removal requires a permit. 

Why I am responding  

A colony of grey-headed and little red flying-foxes arrived for the first time in the narrow creek part 

of the Black Gully reserve of the Armidale Regional Council (ARC), in early October 2017. The last of 

the flying foxes left the area only in late April. At its peak, about 45000 bats had arrived, roosted and 

bred in various directions within and beyond the reserve, into parts of the surrounding old-

established urban residential section of Armidale. 

The separate ARC draft plan for managing this urban colony will be on display online, and at the 

Council office, for public comment until May 28th. After being reviewed and endorsed by ARC, its 

final, long-term adoption will rely on its subsequent endorsement by OEH.    

I live on a town block in Armidale NSW, next to and upstream from the Black Gully reserve, and I 

own about 100m of Black Gully creek. It is fringed by tall trees which sheltered thousands of bats.  

The maps of the colony in the ARC draft plan were based on the limited extent of the camp before 

the main body of flying-foxes arrived in stages, and not where they extended upstream into my land. 

The ARC has engaged consultants Ecosure Pty Ltd to produce a draft Management Plan for this new 

colony. This 140-page report relies on very limited local consultation by a senior wildlife consultant 

(from Coffs Harbour) assisted, informed and guided by Council staff. The consultant did not seek 

personal communication with local residents except for a brief late-afternoon daytime street 

meeting, not well timed or advertised, and attended by only 11 people.  A subsequent online survey 

of residents’ wishes received 25 responses, only 14 of whom were residents living near or within the 

camp.  The opportunity to participate in the online survey, announced at this meeting, was not made 

widely known, so some important conclusions in the draft plan are based on a small sample.  

Black Gully continues upstream from my land into a small much-used council Park, Beadle Grove, 

which is surrounded by private homes. It is suggested in the draft plan to be the first choice for 

possible relocation of some flying-foxes from the main camp, though this seems impractical and 

uncertain to succeed. 

(Dr) Elwyn Hegarty, (retired botanist)    21 May 2018 




