
 

 

FAWNA (NSW) Inc has been rescuing injured, orphaned and in need flying-foxes since the volunteer 

licensed wildlife rescue group was formed in 1989 - 29 years ago.  The submitter has rescued and 

rehabilitated flying-foxes in the Port Macquarie-Hastings LGA for 24 years and has held a Flying-fox 

Co-ordinator role for many of those years.  She has been involved with flying-fox camp counts prior 

to the listing of the Grey-Headed Flying-fox as a Threatened Species, continuing to the present time 

as a counter with the CSIRO FFCMP.  The FAWNA licensed area contains a number of Nationally 

Important Flying-fox Camps including the Wingham Brush camp.  FAWNA operates a dedicated 

release program for rehabilitated flying-foxes from its range of some 18,000 sq. km in 4 large rural 

local government areas from the great divide to the coast.  It also has accepted out-of-area flying-

foxes from heat stress events for rehabilitation and release. 

FAWNA recognises the vexing problems caused when flying-foxes camp in proximity to human 

habitation and understands the need for camp managers to undertake certain activities.  FAWNA 

believes the Draft COP has “taken aboard” many of the harm mitigation recommendations the group 

has been advocating for many years, particularly those actions that have the potential to harm 

threatened species of flying-fox during the third trimester of pregnancy and where there are 

dependent non-flying pups in the camp.  We thank all those who have participated in the 

consultations and preparation of the Draft COP. 

FAWNA, while generally satisfied that the Draft Code of Practice affords Flying-foxes in camps a 

satisfactory level of protection from harm, it would like to see a few minor additions to relevant 

clauses as explained now: 

In 12 (2) hyperlink list we recommend the addition of the hyperlink from the 

environment.nsw.gov.au website that includes the contact details for all licensed wildlife rescue and 

rehabilitation groups.  

Other links already listed include human health, animal health, and livestock/horses health. 

The hyperlink to NSW Health included in the Draft COP is defective in its recommendation as below: 

 From NSW Health hyperlink in the Draft COP “Anyone who comes across an injured bat should contact the 

local Wildlife Information Rescue and Education Service (WIRES) network on 1300 094 737. WIRES have 

trained staff who can deal with bats safely. A private veterinarian may also be able to offer assistance and advice. 

Do not touch the bat and avoid direct contact with any bat saliva.” 

The recommendation above is to call a wildlife rescue service that does not offer a person-answered 

after hours rescue service and one that does not cover many parts of the state under licence to 

other wildlife rehabilitation groups.  With respect to our veterinary colleagues, from our experience 

there is a very mixed learning and understanding among vets, visiting and overseas vet students, and 
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veterinary staff about the Australian Bat Lyssavirus.  The recommended that WIRES and Vets are the 

only listed contacts is seriously neglectful of providing best advice contacts for important human 

health matters. 

It is common for licensed wildlife rescue and rehabilitation group telephone operators to be the first 

responders to a call from a member of the public (mop) or other person, e.g. camp worker, who has 

been bitten or scratched by a flying-fox or who has had close contact with a dead flying-fox and who 

seeks advice.  These calls can frequently be after hours and these first responders are in a position to 

give correct advice to callers.  FAWNA has had recent instances where members of the public have 

been given incorrect information from within the Health system in a hospital, and FAWNA's resultant 

intervention has ensured the "patient" visited their doctor and received appropriate advice and 

follow up treatment.  “I got scratched a few years ago and nothing happened” was a recent response 

from a hospital worker to a patient presenting with a flying-fox scratch.  That statement identifies a 

shortcoming in hospital staff training and is an area that wildlife rescue groups keep very much up to 

date.  Wildlife rescue groups also are familiar with the protocols for sending samples of any flying-

fox who has bitten or scratched a mop to the appropriate veterinary diagnostic laboratory for testing 

and a decision by NSW Health on whether to administer the Rabies vaccination to the patient. 

In Clause 13 (4) c) we would like to see the addition of the words "an independent" as in  "c) engage 

an independent flying-fox expert to be present......"  The reason for this addition is that the 

engagement by a Camp Manager of an independent flying-fox expert takes away any suggestion of 

bias and ensures a more robust and accountable evaluation of the consequences to flying-foxes of 

any high impact camp management actions that are being carried out. 

In Clause 14 (3) There is the requirement that the "local wildlife rehabilitation groups must be 

notified before high impact camp management actions are carried out........" 

FAWNA requests the addition within Clause 14 (3) of a hyperlink from the environment.nsw.gov.au 

website that includes the contact details for all licensed wildlife rescue and rehabilitation groups. 

 

FAWNA thanks the Office of Environment & Heritage for the opportunity to comment on the final 

stage of this very important document. 
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