
Draft Code of Practice Authorising Flying Fox Camp Management Actions 

 

I object to this draft code of practice (CoP) for the following reasons 

ISSUE ONE 

Grey headed flying foxes are a threatened species. It is NOT acceptable that action can be 

taken without a license as the very least the NSW Government can do to ensure its obligations 

under the Biodiversity Conservation Act to protect native wildlife. 

ISSUE TWO 

Even with the current license scheme in place, the wellbeing of flying foxes is not necessarily 

considered, for example the Pittwater action in 2015 had numerous issues where the conditions 

were not met. Removing the need for a license removes any chance of the associated controls 

and governance that ensures the wellbeing of impacted flying foxes. 

ISSUE THREE 

The draft CoP does not adequately address the issues previously raised that highlight a national 

approach is needed.  

Specifically, the Parliamentary Inquiry into nationally protected flying foxes in the Eastern States 

made 2 recommendations as follows, that are not met by the CoP: 

Recommendation #1: 

The Committee recommends that the Australian Government propose a national or eastern 

states flying-fox consultative committee or working group to the Council of Australian 

Governments. The consultative committee or working group would be responsible for centrally 

compiling information on referrals and management actions, and identifying priorities for 

legislative harmonisation, research and funding for future action in the management of 

nationally protected flying-foxes. 

Recommendation #4: 

The Committee recommends that the Department of the Environment and Energy, in 

consultation with other relevant organisations, develop a suite of education resources for 

Australian communities regarding flying-fox ecology, behaviour, environmental significance, 

health impacts, and management options. These resources should be promoted by the 

Australian Government to local councils, communities, businesses and all relevant stakeholders 

in affected jurisdictions and potentially affected jurisdictions. 

The NSW Local Government workshop on flying foxes last October also highlighted that a 

consistent approach was needed not just across the various local government areas of NSW, 

but across states.  

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Environment_and_Energy/Flyingfoxmanagement/Report_1/section?id=committees%2freportrep%2f024037%2f24362
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Flying-fox_Forum_Summary.pdf


Consistency 

• Local actions have regional consequences 

• Camps are ‘dealt with’ differently by different states (different legislation) 

• Regional training is needed to make sure there is consistent monitoring 

• Consistency with dispersal approvals (equity). Communities look at what 

other councils are doing and wonder why they can’t have that done in their 

area 

• Messaging/education/marketing – need state and national consistency 

• Confusion between state camp management plans and federal guidelines 

The National Flying Fox Forum 2016. The NSW CoP is inconsistent with their 

Strategic Vision Goal:  

To establish a consistent and strategic approach to flying-fox management across 

Australia to mitigate impacts associated with flying-foxes while ensuring their 

conservation. 

ISSUE FOUR 

The Flying Fox Expert plays a critical role in the CoP. There does not appear to be 

any objective method for confirming the appropriate experience/qualifications. How 

much experience is required? Is NSW/Australian experience required? 

ISSUE FIVE 

Record Keeping. Records should be submitted much earlier than 6 months after the 

event. Any contravention of the CoP must be reported immediately for immediate 

review and action by the NSW Government.  

A more appropriate solution would be for a NSW Government representative to 

collect the records of the action immediately after the action and make an 

assessment of the results using other independent information to determine if there 

was any contravention of the CoP. The NSW Government must provide direct 

governance to achieve the goals of the CoP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ecosure.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/National-Flying-fox-Strategic-Vision.Oct-2017.pdf

