
 
 

 
 

Friday, 11th May 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam; 
 
I wish to comment on the proposed Code of Practice authorising Flying Fox Camp Management Actions 2018. 
 
The current licence requirement involves extensive consultation with all stakeholders prior to any action taking 
place. The proposed code instead focuses on the camp manager notifying the Environment Agency head in 
writing at least five days before carrying out any camp management practices, and this manager must notify all 
local councils at least 5 km before carrying out high impact actions. This allows very little time to consider the 
impact such actions would result in and discuss possible alternative solutions.  
 
The term 'flying fox expert' is not defined by education or expertise. A camp manager cannot determine who is an 
'expert'. 
 
Monitoring of a camp for five days before high impact management actions is woefully inadequate: many factors, 
including weather and  flowering food sources, are the factors which need more than five days to ascertain before 
a respectful decision can be made. 
 
Wildlife rehabilitation groups may be prepared to support the camp but no mention is made of the notice given to 
them.  
 
If is outrageous that up to half of the vegetation will be removed. Already flying foxes are suffering from 
destruction of tracts of land containing their food sources. Older animals show the younger ones where food is to 
be found each year, and to destroy their camps along with the already reduced areas of food sources is to 
increase the stress on these already endangered mammals so important for pollination.  
 
As with many other species, we need to find ways to cohabit rather than eliminate, or in this case disperse, flying 
foxes. The actions laid out in the draft code would create great stress on flying fox colonies, thereby impacting 
negatively and hastening their ultimate elimination. They are a vital part of our ecosystem. Please rethink your 
draft policy. 
 
Kind regards,  
Sue Thomson 
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