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Jan Pilgrim, President 

 

Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers Inc (TVWC) has been rescuing injured, sick and orphaned flying-

foxes since 1989. The Tweed Valley of NSW is the site of 14 flying-fox camps, one of which is 

classified as nationally significant. The Caldera in which we are situated is known to be a 

source of winter feed for the endangered grey-headed flying-fox. The writer of this 

submission has produced a manual for the management of temperature induced stress 

events in the local camps that was included in the  bat camp management plan which our 

council recently produced in conjunction with Ecosure. We were a main contributor to the 

submissions that were obtained in the production process of this plan. We work closely with 

our council to protect and rehabilitate the flying-foxes of the Tweed Valley. In the last six 

months of 2017 alone, we rescued 43 flying-foxes, and handled even more calls about them 

from members of the public. 



 2 

We thank all those who have participated in the consultations and preparation of the Draft 

COP.  

1. We are pleased that the Draft COP recognises the role that flying-foxes play in the 

establishment and maintenance of the Australian environment to the benefit of the 

whole Australian community. Further, we commend the Draft COP for its 

acknowledgement that camp managers have a vital role to play in the nurturing of our 

flying-fox populations as stated in  Objective 3: 

To avoid or mitigate harm to flying-foxes and damage to their habitat arising from 
camp management actions.  

 

1. We acknowledge the problems caused when flying-foxes roost close to residences and 

understand that managers must carry out certain measures to manage the conflict. 

TVWC proposes the following modifications to the draft plan in order to facilitate the 

aims stated in objective 2 of the Draft COP:  

To minimise adverse human health outcomes from camp management actions.  

• In Clause 12 (2), TVWC recommends the addition of the hyperlink from the 

environment.nsw.gov.au website that includes the contact details for all licensed 

wildlife rescue and rehabilitation groups in NSW be included.  

 

• We also commend the Draft COP for Clause 14 (3) that asserts that the "local wildlife 

rehabilitation groups must be notified before high impact camp management actions 

are carried out........" However, TVWC requests that a hyperlink from the 

environment.nsw.gov.au website that includes the contact details for all licensed 

wildcare groups  be included for the reason stated below.   

 

At present, the only wildlife care group mentioned is WIRES. However, there are 27 other 

groups in NSW, many of whom operate a 24 hour hotline as a service to the local community 

to assist them with their wildlife interactions. TVWC is the front line of management of the  
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consequences of bat encounters for local members of the public. In addition, as daily rescuers, 

handlers and carers of flying-foxes, we have an intimate knowledge of managing the sequelae 

of flying-fox induced injuries, unlike the staff of most vet clinics, council officers, general 

practices and hospitals. We ask that the Draft COP include the names and contact numbers 

of all the NSW wildlife care groups in order to facilitate the camp managers in their role as 

mitigators of potential harm to the general public from bat encounters. 

 

• In Clause 13 (4) c) we would like to see the addition of the words "an independent" to 

describe the flying-fox expert who will examine the flying-foxes for evidence of harm  

from dispersal techniques.  

The reason for this addition is that the engagement by a Camp Manager of an independent 

flying-fox expert takes away any suggestion of bias and ensures an objective evaluation of the 

consequences to flying-foxes of any high impact camp management actions that are being 

carried out. 

 

TVWC thanks the Office of Environment & Heritage for the opportunity to comment on the 

Draft COP. 

 

Jan Pilgrim 

President 

TWEED VALLEY WILDLIFE CARERS INC 

23rd  May, 2018 

 


