
Draft Code of Practice Authorising Flying-fox Camp Management Actions 2018 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
Flying-foxes are vulnerable to extinction, and are protected. Flying-foxes are an 
environmentally crucially important species. In several significant ways this proposed Code 
of Practice seems to be lessening their protection by the reduced regulations for the 
dispersal of Flying-fox camps. I find that of great concern. 
 
There must be a need to maintain serious and effective control of what is happening - from 
the identifying of a concerning Flying-fox camp to any action that is taken, and any follow-
up. I fear that some aspects of this draft Code of Practice could lead to a very unsatisfactory 
impact on Flying-foxes. 
 

1. Only notification of proposed action is required. 
2. No licence or permission to carry that out has to be given. 
3. No report of the action is required for 6 months. (Surely there must be a concern 

that Flying-foxes could be continually harassed to 'move on' from one place to 
another during those 6 months. It will be very hard for the Environment Agency 
Head to refuse on-going towns without having much information about what has 
been happening.) 

4. Up to 50% of vegetation at a site can be removed. (Perhaps that could be 
interpreted as meaning all trees, leaving only low growth vegetation.) 

5. One would have to hope that the 5 day notice requirement would allow seasonal 
camps (for short term flowering / fruiting periods) to be free from interruption. 

6. There is no reference to actions and/or penalties that would apply if the moving of 
a camp does not respect the protected status of Flying-foxes. 

7. The Code applies to public land. Does that suggest that there is no Code for Flying-
fox colonies on private land? 

8. There must be certain well-established colonies, such as at Gordon and Centennial 
Park, that have to be protected from any dispersal actions.  

 
It seems that so many of our native Australian birds and animals are at least vulnerable to 
extinction, if not endangered or critically endangered. Flying-foxes are classified as 
vulnerable. It is right that they are protected in an effective way. Over recent years it has 
been clearly obvious that even one day of extreme heat can have a devastating impact on a 
colony. This is a very subduing fact. 
 
I have seen people who are part of the voluntary network devoted to rescuing and 
rehabilitating injured or orphaned Flying-foxes. Their dedication is remarkable. Their on-
going efforts to help the survival of this species could be seen as a huge contrast to the 
possible motives behind pushes for the removal of Flying-fox camps. 
 
I ask that you do not go ahead to lessen the regulations for managing Flying-fox camps. 
 



Yours sincerely 
 
Vivien Ward 

 
 

Ph :  
 
23rd May 2018  
  



Dear Sir / Madam 
 
Yesterday I emailed you my comments on this Code of Practice Review. I would like to add a 
further comment, relating to the importance of providing information on 'health risks' 
posed by flying-foxes. (Part 3 Sections 12 and 16.) 
 
Of course this is essential. I understand that all people working with flying-foxes must be 
vaccinated. For anyone else to be in a situation to have physical contact with flying-foxes 
would have to be uncommon. I would hope that Public Health can provide information in a 
reassuring way. People may be less frightened if they understand that there is a post-
exposure vaccine if there has been a bite or scratch. 
 
If this information was wide-spread it would surely relieve the concerns that many people 
seem to have about disease or even death related to contact or even proximity to flying -
foxes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Vivien Ward 
1 Cairo Street 
South Coogee NSW 2034 
 




