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Details 
Meeting: 34th Meeting – Kangaroo 

Management Advisory Panel 
(KMAP Commercial) 

Location: Skype Meeting  

Date/time: Wednesday 15 April 2020 

 9am to 12.30pm  

Chairperson: Robert Mulley, Dr, Western 
Sydney University 
Chairperson 

People present 
1. Chairperson: Robert Mulley, Dr, Western 

Sydney University Chairperson 
2. Steven McLeod, Dr, Australasian Wildlife 

Management Society 
3. Tanya Stephens, Dr, Australian 

Veterinary Association 
4. Tanya Dominguez, NSW RSPCA 
5. Jason Wilson, Aboriginal Communities 

(West) 
6. Ray Scott, NSW Farmers (in attendance 

until 11.30am) 
7. Andrew Sanger, DPI (proxy) 
8. Ray Borda, KIAA  
9. Doug Jobson, KIAA (proxy) 
10. Brad Purcell, Dr, NSW Commercial 

Kangaroo Management Unit 
11. Sonya Errington, Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment 
12. Jackie Burgess, Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment  

Guests 
     Nil 
Apologies  
13. Greg Bates, AGMPA

   

No. Issue Action Responsible 

1 Minutes  

All panel members agreed that increased content for key 
issues to be reflected in future minutes on the new DPIE 
minutes format.   

Ratified the #33rd Meeting 
minutes 

All 

2 Updates from Panellists 

• Australian Game Meat Producers Association 
(AGMPA) has been dissolved and Greg Bates will no 
longer be a member of KMAP#4 Panel. 

• KIAA will be the sole representative for industry on 
KMAP#4 Panel. Greg Bates is now a member of 
Kangaroo Industry Association of Australia (KIAA). 

• Animal welfare in response to the 2019–20 bushfires 
has been a huge focus for NSW RSPCA. They 
received many enquiries about how populations of 

 

 

 



Kangaroo Management Advisory Panel 
(KMAP) Commercial 
Meeting minutes 

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment | PUBNN/MMMMM | 2 

No. Issue Action Responsible 

native fauna (including Macropods) have been 
impacted, immediately and into the future. 

• There are no significant current or recent 
investigations into Macropod animal cruelty. 

• Due to 2019–20 NSW bushfires and COVID-19, 
industry has experienced added pressure managing 
and responding to increased/topic targeted 
campaigns by industry opponents. Industry has been 
able to respond to concerns pertaining to the 
bushfires with comprehensive data and maps.  

• Industry opponents were reporting throughout the EU 
that over one billion animals were harmed by 
bushfires. KIAA responded to these claims, providing 
given clarity with accurate maps and data from 
Australian Government websites. 

• Increased rain over past few months has been very 
welcomed with lots of feed around for kangaroos. 
This can result in kangaroos dispersing more widely. 
Some areas of New South Wales received less rain. 
Smaller numbers of kangaroos (mainly eastern 
greys) were seen before recent rains; not so much 
western or red kangaroos. 

• The price paid to harvesters over the past three 
months has been at record highs and supports the 
retention of harvesters in the industry. 

• COVID-19 may negatively impact jobs in Aboriginal 
communities, especially available work for labourers. 
Walgett processing works is still operating under tight 
financial constraints but has diversified (started 
processing camels) to remain profitable and continue 
to provide jobs.  

• Enquiry was made about obtaining a contact list for 
Aboriginal kangaroo harvesters. KMP does not ask 
applicants/licensees to identify as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander. It was suggested that Industry 
dealers may have insights from within their networks. 

• The creation of the new Department of Regional 
NSW comprising Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI), Local Land Services (LLS) and Resources and 
Geoscience creates a central agency dedicated to 
regional issues.  

• DPI facilitated two projects through AgriFutures 
related to the review of the Kangaroo Commercial 
Code of Practice and the associated communication 
strategy, which have been endorsed. 
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3 Address from DPIE  

• The Department is providing regulatory insights to 
the Kangaroo Management Taskforce. Research 
projects are good for populations and landscapes. 
Taskforce is also focusing on communications about 
the industry. 

• Compliance and Regulation work is being reviewed 
to ensure outcomes can be delivered with COVID-19 
restrictions. The Department is working flexibly 
during this pandemic, responding to workforce needs 
and technology support to ensure that all essential 
work is delivered.  

• Environment, Energy & Science has a new 
Coordinator-General, Paul Grimes. Paul is very 
experienced with a background working on key 
environmental issues.  

Sonya Errington to share 
information about the 
Kangaroo Management 
Taskforce proposals 

DPIE Sonya 
Errington 

4 Bushire and Drought update  

• Maps developed in response to both drought and 
bushfire demonstrated that 90% of the fires were 
90% in non-commercial zones, i.e. the commercial 
zones remained mostly unaffected. The maps were 
published on the Department’s website. 

• RSPCA received lots of enquiries about kangaroo 
numbers in response to the bushfires. The public 
should access accurate information and maps on the 
Department’s website. 

• Question was raised whether kangaroos might 
migrate from non-commercial into commercial 
harvest zones. It is possible that localised 
populations in reserve areas might move into nearby 
commercial zones. This possibility should be 
considered in fringe areas adjacent to fire areas in 
surveys in mid-2020.  

• The Agriculture Minister received concerns about 
kangaroos migrating from reserves into adjacent 
private lands in commercial zones. People were 
seeking interventions. Government’s position is that 
available feed on private lands is important for 
livestock production thus commercial harvesting 
continues to be endorsed. 

KMP is to share the 
combined overlay map of 
drought and the 2019–20 
bushfires with the panel 

DPIE KMP 

5 2019 NSW Annual Report update  

• The 2019 NSW Annual Report was presented to the 
Panel, including discussion of data on population, 

 DPIE 
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weights and harvest trends, generated out of the 
Wildlife Management System.  

• A comment on the zero commercial quota in the 
Cobar zone asked whether there is any research on 
goats impacting biodiversity and available feed, 
related to Local Land Services (LLS) work to develop 
new markets for goats, especially in that region. 
Response noted that there has not been detailed 
research in this area, and that the vegetation type 
around Cobar is highly susceptible to drought. The 
flow on effect of drought is that kangaroos may 
perish in those conditions or will migrate elsewhere. 
Trudy Atkinson (DPI) has begun a project to provide 
insights and predictions about goat populations. 

• A further question asked if the Cobar zone numbers 
are likely to increase or reduce. KMP will be able to 
answer this after the 2020 western plains survey.  

• Non-commercial harvest is 21.9% of the commercial 
quota. KMP is using Power BI to monitor this. The 
Griffith zones are of the biggest concern for non-
commercial cross-over implications.  

• KMP is researching the distribution and harvest of 
western greys. 

• Weights vs long term weight averages remain mostly 
unchanged.  

• A comment was made suggesting that compliance 
monitoring and resources target zones that have 
seen an increase in the numbers of females being 
harvested. 

6 2020 Aerial Survey  

• KMP has employed a temporary staff member to 
manage the 2020 Aerial Survey, who will work 
closely with survey consultants.  

• Biggest issue organising the 2020 survey has been 
uncertainties related to COVID-19; it is anticipated 
that that June surveying should proceed. 

• The 2019 survey produced the most comprehensive 
results to date and it was agreed that KMP should 
replicate the 2019 survey in 2020; however, if COVID 
contingency plans are required, the number of blocks 
could be reduced to four per zone. 

• The Panel asked whether kangaroo populations were 
impacted by bushfires in the Tablelands zones? 
South East NSW was surveyed in 2018 but could 
extra transects be done in the 2020 surveys? KMP 
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will consider this suggestion but COVID-19 may 
present constraints to this occurring. 

• DPIE advised that the Government does not support 
a moratorium on the commercial harvest in 2020, 
supported by data in maps discussed previously. 

7 Compliance and Wildlife Management System update  

• WMS access and training has been provided to DPIE 
Compliance staff members 

• Emails automatically generated by the WMS 
encouraging licensees to report returns are having a 
positive effect. Licensees’ confidence using the WMS 
is increasing.  

• KMP licence condition do not allow registered chiller 
‘sites’ to be mobile (must be fixed GPS coordinates); 
however, NSW Food Authority conditions allow for 
that. KMP to work with NSW Food Authority towards 
resolving policy cohesion.  

• NSW Police are questioning the use of vermin 
control as a genuine reason for firearms licence 
calibres and usage. KMP will explore this with NSW 
Police. 

• Question was raised about DPIE reporting on 
compliance to industry. The 2017–21 Management 
Plan requires specific targets to be met and this 
detail will be brought into that framework. DPIE 
prioritises risk and best practice approaches to 
support the regions to achieve more collaborative 
compliance outcomes. The ‘how to’ means we need 
to understand the drivers better to deliver better 
compliance. The Annual Report presents information 
to industry and the public regarding licensee 
compliance.  

• A question was raised about why the commercial and 
non-commercial programs are not administered 
concurrently within DPIE. The Department 
responded that the interagency group will look at 
every function relating to managing kangaroo 
species including commercial and non-commercial 
programs and multiple regulators. A more 
consolidated view will develop over the next few 
months. Agreed by the Panel that a NPWS 
representative be invited to the November KMAP 
meeting to discuss the non-commercial program.  

• There was discussion of the issue of some animal 
welfare advocates being unable to distinguish 

Action: KMP to clarify 
which licensing platform 
is used by the NPWS for 
non-commercial 
licensing. This is to be 
presented and discussed 
at the next KMAP 
meeting 

Action: Invite Peter 
Stathis from NPWS to the 
November KMAP 
meeting 

DPIE and 
NSW NPWS 
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between kangaroos harmed under commercial or 
non-commercial licences, resulting in heavy criticism 
of the industry despite its being regulated. Industry 
believes there could be improved regulation and 
other benefits from combining administration of 
commercial and non-commercial programs. This 
view was not supported by all Panel members. 

• A panel member asked if non-commercial licence 
information can interface with the WMS. DPIE 
advised that it cannot as the non-commercial 
program utilises a separate licensing platform. 

8 Draft Code of Practice update  

The draft Code went out for public consultation through 
two approaches:  

1. An open call for responses. Approximately 9000 
responses were received, resulting in 72 page 
reviews. Most comments were from opponents of 
kangaroo harvesting. 

2. Surveying the public. A random selection of 1000 
people resulted in a higher acceptance of the draft 
Code with greater support that kangaroos are 
managed humanely. 

The next stages are: 

A. Compile relevant comments and suggested 
amendments and forward to project reference panel 
for review: 22 May 2020. 

B. Hold a virtual meeting of the project reference group 
to discuss proposed changes to Code: Week of 9–12 
June 2020. 

C. Prepare final version of Code that incorporates 
agreed changes by 17 July 2020. 

• Industry commented that they had little 
communication from AgriFutures. Feedback about 
how updates are communicated to the project 
reference group during the consultation process will 
be taken to AgriFutures. 

• The topic of captive bolt device usage was raised, 
noting that there are many captive bolts on the 
market. The practice of blunt force trauma will be 
maintained in the draft Code. 

• Industry asked if a clause could be added into the 
Code that ‘captive bolt devices must be used if new 
research supports the use of these devices. It was 
advised that those kinds of decisions would be up to 

Action: the Australasian 
Wildlife Management 
Society representative 
will speak with 
AgriFutures about the 
updates to the project 
reference group 
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the Code review panel; captive bolt devices require 
training by the user, and that more research needs to 
be conducted into the use of captive bolt devices. 

9 

 

Other Matters 

• Industry provided a link to an article by People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals with an image of a 
kangaroo shot in the chest. It was commented that 
commercial harvesting and non-commercial culling is 
blended and promoted as ‘one’ by industry 
opponents, undermining the credibility of industry as 
inhumane.  

• Industry commented that the general public is mis-
informed. In January 2020, industry representatives 
met with the EU in Brussels about animal welfare and 
had to address concerns raised by misleading 
campaigns used by industry opponents. KMP was 
thanked for providing supporting information to the 
EU especially pertaining to bushfire impacts. 

• COVID-19: Interagency collaboration required to 
support harvesters and industry to continue to do 
business in this current pandemic. 

  

10 35# KMAP Meeting preparation: 

Tentative date:  

Wednesday 4 November 2020  

Location: Either Skype / Sydney / Dubbo  

• If influenced by COVID-19 Government restrictions, 
the meeting will be via Skype.  

• If no restrictions, it will be in-person. The location will 
be influenced by airlines that are operating.  

Sonya Errington acknowledged the Chair Robert Mulley 
for the conducting the virtual meeting space and all 
members for attending.  

Meeting closed at 12.30pm. 

Action: The next 
meeting’s agenda is to be 
provide to panel 2 weeks 
prior to the meeting. 

Arrangements for flights 
and accommodation to 
be made 1month prior by 
KMP staff (if the meeting 
is in-person) 

 

DPIE KMP 
unit 

 

Next meeting 
November 2020 

 

Carry over from 33rd KMAP meeting  
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1. Can a representative from the West Division of NSW 
be added to the panel?  

• Western Division Council wants a second 
representative on KMAP 

• Ray Scott asked to identify a representative 
through NSW Farmers. 

• Sonya Errington endorsed an additional 
panel member in this current panel – noting 
it will be for the remaining three meetings 

DPIE 

Brad Purcell 

Ongoing 

2. Appoint a proxy for the panellist representing 
Aboriginal communities 

• Jason Wilson will come up with suggestions 
for a second panellist for southern NSW 

• Sonya Errington endorsed  

DPIE 

Brad Purcell 

Ongoing 

3. Monitoring of non-Commercial, data sharing with 
National Parks 

DPIE 

Brad Purcell 

Ongoing 

4. Draft Code of Practice AgriFutures Ongoing 

 

Minutes ratified: 

 
 

Emeritus Professor Robert Mulley 

Chair, KMAP 

13/11/2020 
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