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The Green Globe Awards are the NSW Government’s 
premier awards for sustainability and environmental 
leadership. This year, the Awards celebrate their 20th 
anniversary. What began in 1999 as a recognition event 
for leaders in energy efficiency has evolved into a 
showcase of sustainability leadership across New South 
Wales in all sectors and age groups.

Over two decades, the Awards have gained a strong 
reputation for independent, evidence-based judging, 
connecting people and inspiring action within 
communities.

This book celebrates the 2019 winners and finalists of 
the Green Globe Awards, a diverse group of leaders and 
innovators who take positive action to create a more 
sustainable future for New South Wales. Many have 
aligned their work with the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals, recognising that a healthy 
environment is dependent on a thriving and resilient 
local and global community.

Please join us in congratulating them for making great 
things happen in New South Wales.

About the Awards
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BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD 
WINNER

Technically and socially innovative, Desert 
Rose House is a sustainable home adaptive 
to occupants’ changing needs as they age, 
making it a true ‘House for Life’.

Desert Rose House is the country’s first net-
zero energy home designed specifically to meet 
the needs of ageing and dementia-affected 
Australians. Incorporating groundbreaking 
technical and architectural innovations, its 
adaptive design supports ageing in place, 
while generating more electricity than it uses 
and minimising water consumption. These 
elements combine to mitigate the expense and 
difficulty for elderly people living independently, 
presenting an environmentally and socially 
sustainable solution to a growing challenge in 
the built environment. 

Led by the University of Wollongong, in 
collaboration with TAFE NSW and 86 industry 
partners, Desert Rose House is a world-leading 
example of sustainable, human-centred residential 
architecture utilising state-of-the-art technologies. 
Team UOW is committed to shifting the thinking 
on sustainable housing, providing open-source 
access to the project’s design. 

University of Wollongong: 
Team UOW - Desert Rose   
A House for Life

Team UOW is 
dedicated to creating 

an innovative and 
sustainable future 

that celebrates 
life. To have our 

students, researchers 
and collaborators 

recognised for 
their outstanding 

contribution to this 
mission with a Green 

Globe Award is 
exceptional. We are 

astounded!

c l a y t o n  m c d o w e l l , 
p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  / 
s t u d e n t  l e a d  t e a m 

u o w  a u s t r a l i a  – 
d u b a i

“



GREEN GLOBE AWARDS 2019 WINNERS & FINALISTS  5/  OUR AWARDS

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD
FINALISTS

City of Sydney: 
Green Square Town Centre

Green Square Town Centre is an outstanding 
model for sustainable urban renewal. The 
aptly named inner-city development leverages 
public transport links and ‘green infrastructure’ 
to minimise car dependence, emissions and 
water consumption. Its diverse range of 
innovative environmental initiatives include: 
Green Square Water, a storm water recycling 
facility that supplies toilets, laundries, cooling 
towers and park irrigation throughout the site; 
self-watering rain gardens; LED street lights; 
tree-lined, low-speed streets with separated 
cycleways; pedestrian-only zones; and ongoing 
environmental performance monitoring.

For the first time 
in over 100 years, 
the City of Sydney 
is designing a new 
town centre, and it 
has a 6 Star Green 

Star rating. It’s 
an honour to be 

selected as a finalist 
for the Green Globe 
Award, recognition 

of our work to 
create a world-class 
precinct that serves 

the needs of our 
growing community 
with innovative and 
sustainable design.

l o r d  m a y o r 
c l o v e r  m o o r e , 
c i t y  o f  s y d n e y

“
Lendlease: 
Barangaroo South

Designed by Lendlease as Australia’s first 
carbon-neutral precinct, Barangaroo South sets 
a new benchmark for urban redevelopment. 

Sustainability underlies every aspect of the 
project from architecture to materials and 
processes. The result is a 75% reduction in 
carbon emissions, 80% operational waste 
recovery, on-site water recycling and a 6 
Star Green Star rating for the entire site. The 
appointment of an ‘eco-concierge’ is an 
innovative way to support Barangaroo South’s 
hundreds of tenants and residents in meeting its 
environmental goals.
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BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD
FINALISTS Local Government Super: 

Local Government Super  
Property Portfolio

Wollongong City Council: 
Council Aiming for the  
6 Green Stars

In 2019, Wollongong City Council achieved 
a 6 Star Green Star rating for its 32-year-old 
Administration Building, making it the oldest 
building in Australia to be so highly certified. A 
range of innovations were required to realise that 
outcome, including smart lighting technology, 
Bluetooth connectivity, rainwater tanks and 
efficient plumbing fixtures. The building is now 
64% more energy efficient, saving the Council 
approximately $250,000 annually in electricity 
costs, with reduced water consumption 
supplying another $30,000 in yearly savings.

Local Government Super (LGS) has achieved 
Australia’s first carbon-neutral property portfolio. 
Remarkably, the average age of its holdings 
is 29, demonstrating that older buildings can 
be environmentally sound when owners are 
committed to delivering sustainability. Since 
2017, LGS has reduced the portfolio’s already 
low greenhouse gas footprint to zero with the 
installation of rooftop solar, plant and equipment 
upgrades and continuous monitoring. The 
portfolio’s consistent above-average earnings 
attest to the economic benefits of its sustainable 
investment strategy.

Our aim is to earn 
good long-term 

sustainable returns 
for our members, 
and we do this by 

continually improving 
the performance 
of our portfolio by 
integrating world’s 
best environmental 
and social practices 
into the day-to-day 
management of all 

our properties.

k y l e  l o a d e s ,  c h a i r , 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 

s u p e r

“
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Sprout Stack:  
Environmentally  
Righteous Produce

In just two years, Sprout Stack has 
established a successful agriculture start-up 
growing fresh food sustainably with minimal 
waste and resource consumption.

Sprout Stack is pioneering commercial vertical 
farming in Australia to revolutionise agricultural 
efficiency. Sprout Stack grows chemical-free 
vegetables in a hydroponic system that is 95% 
more water efficient than traditional farming 
and uses 80% less fertiliser. Vegetables are 
grown in recycled shipping containers with each 
unit yielding the equivalent of one hectare of 
standard agricultural production. Sprout Stack 
uses renewable energy wherever possible 
and has created a near closed-loop system 
reusing waste material as a medium for growing 
mushrooms. 

Traditional farms are not only resource intensive, 
they are often located far from city-based 
consumers. Sprout Stack offers a viable urban 
farming solution that minimises food miles to 
produce fewer emissions and retain the nutrient 
value of fresh fruit and vegetables. 

BUSINESS 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
WINNER

A Green Globe Award 
is recognition not 

only of the need to 
evolve a straining 

food system, but also 
validation of all the 

team’s blood, sweat 
and tears over the 
past three years. 

Thank you!

f r a n c i s c o 
c a f f a r e n a ,  f o u n d e r ,  

s p r o u t  s t a c k

“
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BUSINESS 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
FINALISTS

Energy Culture

4 Pines Brewing Company

Energy Culture is taking the construction industry 
in a new direction by making sustainability 
its guiding principle. The electrical company 
specialises in helping residential and commercial 
clients reduce their energy consumption 
through practical measures and by utilising solar 
power and LED lighting solutions. Emphasising 
recycling, Energy Culture is justifiably proud 
of its outstanding efforts to minimise electrical 
waste and of the leadership role it has taken in 
partnering with local environmentally-friendly 
businesses to co-promote sustainable services on 
Sydney’s Northern Beaches.

Based on Sydney’s Northern Beaches, 4 Pines 
Brewing Company is a certified B Corporation, 
meaning that it meets the highest global 
standards for social and environmental 
responsibility. The company has been particularly 
successful in reducing organic and plastic waste 
and it uses approximately 25% less water per 
litre of packaged beer than the industry average. 
In an industry first, the 4 Pines Community Solar 
Project saw individuals crowd-fund the brewery’s 
solar system for a guaranteed return, benefitting 
the company and the community.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

I believe it is the 
responsibility of 

all business, large 
and small, to make 

sustainability an 
everyday occurrence! 
We are the stop gap 
between a wasteful 
consumerism or a 

better society. 

j o e  e d g i n t o n , 
f o u n d e r , 

e n e r g y  c u l t u r e 

“
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BUSINESS 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
FINALISTS

Investa: 
Australia’s 1st Sustainability  
Tenant Toolkit

Tenants control 50% of a building’s energy 
usage. With the launch of the Sustainability 
Tenant Toolkit, Investa is engaging with 850 
businesses and more than 100,000 workers in 
its office buildings nationwide to help meet its 
2040 target of net zero carbon emissions. The 
Toolkit provides information to companies and 
individuals to help them reduce their workplace 
carbon footprint. Investa has also made the 
Toolkit publicly available on a dedicated website 
to influence the industry more broadly.

Ferrero Australia: 
Partnering for a Sustainable 
Supply Chain

Ferrero Australia has committed to achieving 
100% certified sustainable ingredients by 2020. 
Ferrero Australia’s demonstrated leadership 
in sustainable supply chain compliance, 
particularly in sourcing cocoa and palm oil, has 
seen it partner with Fairtrade and the Taronga 
Conservation Society to protect forests, support 
environmentally sound agricultural development, 
and improve living standards for farmers and 
their communities in Australia and internationally.

Ferrero’s approach 
to sustainability is 

based on our social 
responsibility strategy: 

‘Sharing values to 
create value’. Green 
Globes recognition 
promotes our aim 
of minimising our 

environmental impact, 
from raw materials to 
production plants and 

logistics, along the 
entire value chain.

d e r e k  l a t h , 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

a f f a i r s  d i r e c t o r , 
f e r r e r o  a u s t r a l i a

“
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Sydney Metro sets a new benchmark for 
public infrastructure projects by integrating 
climate resilience into its design and 
operation to ensure reliable and safe 
services into the next century.

By 2024, Sydney Metro will comprise 31 railway 
stations within a 66-kilometre system, increasing 
the city’s rail network capacity by 60%. To 
ensure optimal operations throughout its 100-
year design life, Sydney Metro has integrated 
climate resilience into every aspect of the project. 
Design and engineering responses, such as heat 
reflective surfaces, permeable paving, natural 
ventilation and use of vegetation to provide 
passive cooling, will ensure comfortable, reliable 
and safe services into the next century.  

Sydney Metro will also mitigate its impact 
wherever possible. Emissions produced by the 
Metro’s initial stage, North West Metro, are 100% 
offset by Beryl Solar Farm. Design elements, 
including nearly 1 million native plants to be used 
in landscaping, will also help to achieve carbon-
neutral operations. 

Sydney Metro:  
A Resilient Revolution in Transport

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD  
WINNER

Through careful 
planning we have 

made - and are still 
making - choices that 
set new benchmarks 

for delivery 
and operations 

sustainable 
infrastructure that is 
climate resilient. We 

are honoured to have 
been recognised with 
a Green Globe Award 
which acknowledges 
our achievements in 

this space.

j o n  l a m o n t e ,  c h i e f 
e x e c u t i v e ,  s y d n e y 

m e t r o

“
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Developed by the Australian 
Energy Foundation, Our 
Energy Future provides 
reliable, independent advice to 
homeowners seeking to achieve 
greater energy efficiency. By 
recommending reputable 
products and suppliers, this 
unique program empowers 
consumers to take energy-
saving action, with ease and 
confidence. Since launching 
in 2017, Our Energy Future 
has facilitated the installation 
of 2.1 megawatts of solar 
power in 465 homes. Through  
partnerships with 14 local 
councils, the program now 
reaches over 2.1 million residents 
across Sydney.

Australian  
Energy Foundation: 
Our Energy Future

Keith Tulloch Wine: 
Sustainable 
Agribusiness -  
Carbon Neutral 

In 2019, Keith Tulloch Wine 
company and all its products 
were certified carbon neutral, 
making it the first Hunter 
Valley winery to achieve this 
standard. By reducing and 
offsetting emissions through 
transitioning to solar power 
and changing glassware and 
farming methods, the business 
has eliminated 660 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalent pollution 
annually. Further sustainability 
measures undertaken include: 
replacing single-use plastics 
with biodegradable alternatives; 
creating a biodiversity corridor 
in the vineyard; and helping 
other wineries in the region to 
achieve carbon neutrality.

Solar my School was 
established by Waverley, 
Woollahra and Randwick 
councils to help schools access 
solar power. This initiative 
not only helps schools reduce 
energy costs and emissions, 
it actively engages students 
in the benefits of renewable 
energy — practically and 
academically. Solar my School’s 
Teacher’s E-Guide provides 
lesson plans and activities 
for hands-on learning about 
renewable energy, climate 
change and sustainability. 
Ninety per cent of schools in 
Sydney’s eastern suburbs are 
now participating, with roll out 
to schools across a further eight 
Greater Sydney council areas.

Waverley, Woollahra  
& Randwick Councils:  
Solar my School 
Program 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD
FINALISTS
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Green Connect is a model social enterprise. 
It achieves strong environmental outcomes 
while offering training and support to 
transition unemployed youths and refugees 
to mainstream employment.

The Illawarra region has one of the highest 
unemployment rates in the country; for young 
people and refugees, jobs are especially scarce. 
Local social enterprise Green Connect was 
established in 2010 to provide meaningful work 
for these groups. Initially concentrating on 
waste recovery and recycling, Green Connect 
has since expanded into labour hire services 
and the Green Connect organic farm, where 
it produces ‘fair food’: free-range meats and 
chemical-free, healthy produce that is good for 
the planet and pays a fair wage to the people 
who grow it. As of 2018, Green Connect has 
diverted more than 2000 tonnes of waste from 
landfill while supporting 106 unemployed youths 
and former refugees to transition to mainstream 
employment. 

Green Connect:  
More Jobs, Less Waste, Fair Food

COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
WINNER

For almost nine years, 
Green Connect  

staff and volunteers 
have worked 

tirelessly to create 
jobs, reduce waste 
and grow fair food.  

This award is 
wonderful recognition 

of the contributions 
of many to use a 
business to bring 
about incredible 

social and 
environmental good.

k y l i e  f l a m e n t , 
g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r , 

g r e e n  c o n n e c t

“
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Hovells Creek Landcare Group

Situated near Cowra in NSW’s Central West, 
the Hovells Creek Landcare Group (HCLG) is a 
farmers’ organisation dedicated to sustainable 
agriculture and protecting the native habitat. 
The HCLG’s 66,000-hectare region is home to 
many threatened plants and animals, including 
koalas, quolls, native birds and grassy box 
gums. HCLG’s recent achievements include 
planting over 2000 paddock trees to promote 
biodiversity, gully erosion control to reduce 
sediment flow into the Lachlan River, superb 
parrot habitat enhancement, and wide-ranging 
community education campaigns.

Pingala: 
Building Fairer EnergyOzFish Unlimited

Pingala is creating innovative 
business models to provide 
renewable energy access to 
Indigenous and marginalised 
communities. Initiatives include: 
crowd-funded solar installations at 
Sydney’s 4 Pines and Young Henry’s 
breweries that return dividends to 
community investors; solar gardens 
that enable renters and low-income 
households to purchase off-site 
solar panels and receive credit on 
their energy bill from the electricity 
generated; and, in partnership with 
the Valley Centre, a Solar Rolling 
Fund providing no-interest loans for 
Indigenous communities to install 
solar arrays and batteries. 

OzFish Unlimited is a not-for-
profit organisation engaging with 
recreational fishers and the broader 
community to help protect our 
waterways and improve fishing 
grounds. Since its founding in 2015, 
OzFish has grown rapidly restoring 
fish habitats from Moreton Bay to 
the Canning River. Its partnerships 
with outdoor equipment retailer 
BCF, peak bodies, tertiary 
institutions, local councils and 
Indigenous groups has brought its 
work wide exposure and community 
support. Last year, OzFish raised 
$1.4 million in donations and grants.

COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
FINALISTS

WINNERS & FINALISTS  13
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With Reconophalt, Downer redresses the 
environmental hazard posed by plastic bags 
with a sustainable asphalt alternative that 
could transform roadworks nationwide.

Reconophalt is an asphalt alternative incorporating 
soft plastics, glass, toner cartridges and reclaimed 
pavement. In partnership with Close the Loop, 
Downer developed Reconophalt in response to 
an industry need to replace oil-derived bitumen 
with a sustainable product. It is more durable than 
asphalt, achieving a 30% reduction in CO2 per 1km, 
and is perpetually recyclable. 

Downer partnered with Sutherland Shire Council 
to deliver the first ‘plastic road’ in July 2018. 

It has since laid 41 Reconophalt roads throughout 
Australia repurposing 3.2 million glass bottles, 
14 million plastic bags, and toner from 327,000 
used cartridges. Soft plastics are sourced 
from supermarket REDcycle bins, creating a 
market for used plastic bags and offering a 
circular economy solution to a large-scale waste 
challenge. 

Downer:  
Reconophalt 

INNOVATION 
AWARD 
WINNER

Downer is proud to 
be recognised with a 
Green Globe Award, 

which proves that with 
thought leadership 
in sustainability and 
partnerships with 
progressive and 
environmentally 

conscious 
governments, 
suppliers and 

customers, we can 
continue to set 

new benchmarks 
in recycling and 

repurposing waste 
materials into new 

streams of use.

d a n t e  c r e m a s c o , 
e x e c u t i v e  g e n e r a l 

m a n a g e r ,  r o a d 
s e r v i c e s ,  d o w n e r

“
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INNOVATION 
AWARD
FINALISTS

Large roofs and daytime energy 
demand make schools the ideal 
sites for solar power but the 
complexity of procurement and 
obtaining grant funding can be 
prohibitive. Waverley, Woollahra 
and Randwick councils have 
developed Solar my School, 
an innovative, free program 
to streamline the process. 
The program also offers an 
educational component: 
teaching students how to build 
simple solar lights for overseas 
schools lacking electricity. 
Solar my School is now being 
rolled out across Sydney in 
partnership with eight other 
councils.

Waverley, Woollahra 
and Randwick 
Councils: Solar my 
School Program 

Solar Analytics: 
Solar Analytics Smart 
Monitoring

Solar Analytics is a 
unique product that helps 
households maximise solar 
power generation. With up 
to 50% of Australia’s two 
million residential systems 
underperforming due to 
poor design and installation, 
shading and other problems, 
Solar Analytics can quickly 
spot faults by comparing 
actual with expected energy 
generation. The service also 
calculates the best battery size 
for a site, helping households 
make better solar investment 
choices. ARENA analysis shows 
Solar Analytics customers save 
an average of $144 annually on 
energy costs.

Sprout Stack presents an 
innovative solution to the 
challenge of feeding a growing, 
increasingly urbanised 
population. As a commercial 
vertical farming pioneer, Sprout 
Stack grows hydroponic 
vegetables at its indoor farm 
in northern Sydney using 
approximately 100 times less 
land and water than standard 
agriculture. With its minimal 
environmental impact and 
durability, Sprout Stack holds 
great promise for agriculture 
in water-poor and inclement 
environments as well as areas 
with limited land resources.

Sprout Stack: 
The Future of Veggie 
Production

HIGHLY COMMENDED
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Bruce Precious has been a transformative 
force in the Australian commercial property 
industry, pioneering sustainability standards 
and aligning stakeholders to institute world’s 
best practice.

Australia’s commercial property industry is 
leading the world in environmental best practice. 
Much of that achievement can be attributed to 
the influence of Bruce Precious. For more than 
20 years, he has shown unswerving commitment 
to reducing emissions in the built environment. 

Bruce helped to establish NABERS, a green 
metric recognised as one of the world’s most 
successful built environment sustainability 
programs. During his time at GPT, the property 
trust repeatedly topped the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index, and as Chair of Better 
Buildings Partnership, he steered Sydney’s 
property industry toward common net-zero 
emissions building standards. 

Bruce has won four Green Globe Awards 
previously and has mentored five graduate 
students over the last decade, fostering a new 
generation of sustainability leaders.

Bruce Precious

LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD FOR 
INDIVIDUALS 
WINNER

Bruce has 
demonstrated an 

exceptional personal 
commitment to 

sustainability in the 
built environment 
over decades. He 
is a pioneer in the 
private sector, and 

has played a decisive 
role in building 
the policies and 

programs that have 
driven sustainability 
outcomes across 
the entire industry. 

Today’s sustainability 
advocates live in the 

world that Bruce built. 

g r e e n  g l o b e  a w a r d s , 
j u d g i n g  p a n e l

“



GREEN GLOBE AWARDS 2019 WINNERS & FINALISTS  17/  OUR AWARDS

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Australian Museum: 
Kim McKay AO

UNSW: Scientia 
Professor Veena 
Sahajwalla FTSE FAA

Professor Veena Sahajwalla is an 
internationally recognised materials 
scientist whose pioneering research 
over 15 years has revolutionised 
recycling science. Her work has 
transformed our understanding of 
the properties of carbon leading to 
her breakthrough invention, Polymer 
Injection Technology, which uses 
discarded tyres and plastics in 
the manufacture of ‘green steel’. 
She leads the University of New 
South Wales’ Circular Economy 
Innovation Network, which, in 
partnership with government and 
industry, is developing a new supply 
chain to repurpose rubbish as a 
manufacturing resource.

Kim McKay is a longstanding 
sustainability champion. In 1989, 
she co-founded Clean Up Australia 
with Ian Kiernan to create the 
nation’s largest environmental 
project, which has since been 
adopted by 120 countries. As 
Director and CEO of the Australian 
Museum since 2014, she initiated 
the Frog ID project to engage the 
general public in saving Australia’s 
most vulnerable animals, and 
appointed renowned climate 
researcher Dr Tim Flannery to 
lead the museum’s environmental 
advocacy and public education work. Women are responsible for three-quarters of the 

purchasing decisions that shape a household’s 
carbon footprint. Natalie Isaacs founded 1 Million 
Women in 2009 to leverage that consumer 
power to fight climate change. Through events, 
campaigns and educational programs, she 
has inspired over 900,000 women to reduce 
electricity usage and food waste and reject 
packaging and overconsumption. With the new 
mobile phone app, users worldwide can track 
the movement’s overall impact in real time, 
demonstrating the potent effect of individual 
lifestyle changes.

1 Million Women: 
Natalie Isaacs

LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD FOR 
INDIVIDUALS
FINALISTS
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For over a decade, Tweed Shire Council 
has demonstrated sustained leadership, 
improving wildlife habitats and successfully 
implemented its climate change adaptation 
strategy. 

Located in Northern NSW, the Tweed region 
boasts three World Heritage listed national parks 
and the State’s greatest biodiversity. For over a 
decade, Tweed Shire Council has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to protecting its 
internationally significant environment. 

Council has planted almost 50,000 koala habitat 
trees, grown the population of endangered bird 
species and worked with farmers to reduce 
Tweed River fish kills to zero. Its Renewable 
Energy Action Plan has driven the installation 
of solar power in 16 Council facilities, reducing 
emissions by 1000 tonnes per year and it has 
adapted to climate change with an innovative 
industrial land swap scheme to future-proof local 
businesses in flood prone areas. 

The Council is a recognised sustainability leader 
with many of its practices replicated throughout 
New South Wales. 

Tweed Shire Council

LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD FOR 
ORGANISATIONS
WINNER

Tweed Shire Council 
was thrilled to be 
recognised with a 

Green Globe Award, 
having worked 

hard over the last 
10 years to build a 

credible reputation as 
sustainability leaders 
by delivering tangible 

environmental 
outcomes. 

t r a c e y  s t i n s o n , 
d i r e c t o r 

s u s t a i n a b l e 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
t w e e d  s h i r e  c o u n c i l

“
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LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD FOR 
ORGANISATIONS
FINALISTS

In 2006, the community took 
over Petersham Bowling Club 
and turned a rundown century-
old club into a thriving local 
hub. Sustainability is at the core 
of the club’s revival. The new 
board implemented water and 
energy saving measures, solar 
power and vegetable gardens. 
It stepped up recycling and 
reduced plastic use, replacing 
bottled water and soft drink 
containers with a water tap and 
post mix dispenser. The club 
actively promotes sustainability, 
hosting workshops on topics 
ranging from renewable energy 
to native beekeeping.

Petersham  
Bowling ClubTake 3 for the Sea

Take 3 for the Sea is a simple 
solution to the complex 
problem of marine plastic 
pollution: take three pieces of 
rubbish away with you when 
you leave the beach, waterway 
or...anywhere, and you have 
made a difference! Founded on 
the Central Coast in 2009, the 
movement has gone global with 
participants in 129 countries 
removing 10 million pieces of 
rubbish annually. Take 3’s child-
friendly approach is formalised 
in an education program that 
has reached 350,000 students 
through schools and surf clubs.

In 2005, De Bortoli embarked 
on a program to become the 
Zero Waste Winery. Once a 
problem, wastewater is now 
part of the solution, being used 
to farm crops. Recycling has 
reduced contributions to landfill 
by 80%, while solar power and 
other measures have lowered 
energy usage. The winery’s 
groundbreaking potassium 
recovery initiative was the 
first in New South Wales to 
be recognised as a Platinum 
Project for its industry-wide 
applications. De Bortoli is now 
developing organic vineyards 
and utilising electrodialysis to 
reduce refrigeration needs.

De Bortoli Wines: 
14 Years of 
Achievements

HIGHLY COMMENDED HIGHLY COMMENDED
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Fujitsu Australia:  
Digital Owl - Detecting endangered 
species with technology

Fujitsu’s Digital Owl allows conservationists 
to collect high-quality data in remote areas 
cheaply, quickly and cleanly, demonstrating the 
environmental value of drone technology.

Fujitsu developed the Digital Owl AI-enabled drone 
to monitor Mt Dangar plant life as part of the NSW 
Government’s Saving Our Species conservation 
project. The remote area is home to endangered 
species of acacia and native daisy found nowhere else 
in the world. The Digital Owl’s high-definition camera 
took 5000 images over two days that were analysed 
by Fujitsu’s Advanced Image Recognition technology, 
allowing the drone to see ‘beneath the canopy’ to 
precisely pinpoint plant populations. Replacing 
conventional helicopter surveys with the Digital Owl 
produced high-quality data, saved $50,000 and freed 
up manpower to use elsewhere in the project. Further 
potential uses for the technology include endangered 
animal and ecosystem monitoring in challenging 
terrains and university research applications. 

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD  
WINNER

At Fujitsu, we’ve got a 
really long heritage of 
environmental action, 
and I’m so excited to 
win a Green Globe, 

celebrating the use of 
technology to look at 
the next generation 

of environmental 
action through digital 

solutions.

b l a i s e  p o r t e r , 
d i r e c t o r  o f 
r e s p o n s i b l e 

b u s i n e s s ,  f u j i t s u 
a u s t r a l i a  &  n e w 

z e a l a n d

“
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K2WLink: 
A Corridor of Effort

The Kanangra-Boyd to Wyangala link (K2W) 
connects and protects 2400 native plant and 
animal species over 320,000 hectares, from 
the Blue Mountains to Wyangala in the Central 
Tablelands. K2W’s 30 organisational members 
work with a wide range of conservation groups, 
citizen scientists and volunteers to safeguard the 
wildlife corridor. Nest box monitoring, barbed 
wire removal, tree planting, weed whacking and 
fire management plans have seen the return of 
270 species to the area, including five previously 
unrecorded threatened species.

Hovells Creek Landcare Group

The once common superb parrot is under 
threat due to land clearing of its nesting trees. 
Hovells Creek Landcare Group (HCLG) is a 
key partner in the NSW Government’s Saving 
Our Superb Parrot project. Using scientifically 
robust methods, HCLG has undertaken extensive 
paddock revegetation to extend the woodlands 
that provide a habitat for the superb parrot and 
other threatened species in NSW’s Central West 
region. HCLG’s groundbreaking natural resource 
management method has seen it achieve 
significant biodiversity outcomes and double its 
membership.

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD  
FINALISTS

The K2W partnership 
are proud to be 

nominated for this 
prestigious award as 
it recognises the hard 
work and dedication 
of our volunteers and 
partners working to 
protect and connect 
habitat across the 
Abercrombie River 

Catchment.

m a r y  b o n e t ,  
p a r t n e r s h i p 
f a c i l i t a t o r / 

p r o g r a m  m a n a g e r , 
k 2 w  l i n k

“



WINNERS & FINALISTS  22GREEN GLOBE AWARDS 2019 /  OUR AWARDS

Sydney Opera House

The Sydney Opera House continues to 
inspire and lead the community, achieving 
carbon neutrality, investing in renewable 
energy, and enhancing its marine 
environment.

Building on architect Jorn Utzon’s sustainability 
vision, Sydney Opera House continues to be a 
source of leadership and inspiration with the 
completion of its three-year Environmental 
Sustainability Plan. In this time, it has achieved 
carbon neutral status five years early, upgraded 
to a 5 Star Green Star rating, and is investing 
$2.4 million annually in renewable energy. It has 
significantly reduced electricity and water use, 
lifted recycling rates over 65% and removed all 
single-use plastics from the venue. 

Sydney Opera House’s sustainability drive 
extends well beyond its walls. Recently installed 
artificial reefs enhance its marine environment 
and it deftly leverages its iconic status to 
influence the broader community, attracting 
extensive media coverage for World Environment 
Day, Earth Hour and other sustainability 
campaigns.  

PUBLIC SECTOR 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
JOINT-WINNER

As the symbol of 
Australia, it’s vital 

that the Opera House 
leads by example. 
We’re thrilled to be 
recognised with a 

Green Globe Award, 
and hope to inspire 

action by other 
buildings, old and 

new, to contribute to 
a more sustainable 

future.

l o u i s e  h e r r o n  
a m ,  c e o ,  s y d n e y 

o p e r a  h o u s e

“
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With Solar my School, Waverley, Woollahra and 
Randwick councils have shown extraordinary 
leadership in identifying and overcoming barriers 
to school uptake of solar power.

In 2017, Waverley, Woollahra and Randwick councils 
identified three key barriers — trust, time and 
knowledge — that prevent schools from installing 
solar power. In response, the councils developed Solar 
My School providing free, expert advice to simplify 
the process for schools. The program has increased 
solar capacity by 4.3 megawatts, representing 
$635,000 in energy bill savings annually, and 
introduced 50,000 students and their families to the 
real-life benefits of solar power. Solar My School has 
worked with the Department of Education to remove 
regulatory and accounting barriers in the public 
sector, and through partnerships with eight other 
councils, now reaches 91 schools city wide. Survey 
results show 70% of schools would not have gone 
solar without its help. 

 
Waverley, Woollahra and Randwick 
Councils: Solar my School Program

PUBLIC SECTOR 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
JOINT-WINNER

It is an absolute 
honour for our 

program to receive 
a 2019 Green 

Globe Award in 
recognition for our 
unique initiative, but 
more importantly, 
to acknowledge 

the leadership that 
schools and their 

students are taking 
on climate change 

by going solar. 
Every community 
has a school, and 

every school across 
Australia should be 
powered by clean 

green energy.

a n t h o n y  w e i n b e r g , 
p r o g r a m  m a n a g e r , 

s o l a r  m y  s c h o o l

“
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Parkes Shire Council: 
Forging a Sustainable 
Water Servicing Future

Sydney Metro: 
A Sustainable Future  
for Transport

Recurring water shortages, ageing 
infrastructure and climate change 
have prompted Parkes Shire 
Council (PSC) to overhaul its water 
supply and wastewater schemes. 
PSC views the $100 million capital 
works program as an opportunity 
to show leadership by embedding 
sustainability into the design and 
construction of the works, paving 
the way for other regional councils 
and water utilities to follow suit. 
Ongoing, long-term benefits include 
significant reductions in water 
loss, waterways pollution, energy 
consumption and emissions, and 
increased water security.

Sydney Metro is a mega public 
infrastructure project that aims 
to increase the city’s rail network 
capacity by 60% by 2024. 
Recognising its influential position, 
Sydney Metro has engaged 
deeply with industry, government 
and the community to set new 
sustainability benchmarks for 
public works. Innovative contracts 
and procurement processes, such 
as the Green Products Purchase 
Agreement that enables North 
West Metro emissions to be 100% 
offset by Beryl Solar Farm, have 
embedded sustainability throughout 
the project supply chain, ensuring 
carbon-neutral operations.

Taronga Conservation  
Society Australia:  
Treading Lightly - for the Wild!

Taronga Zoo’s commitment to conservation 
and sustainability is a source of inspiration for 
its two million annual visitors. It is the world’s 
first zoo to achieve a Green Star rating and 
is directly benefiting wildlife and habitats by 
driving behavioural change on the individual and 
corporate levels. The zoo’s sustainable seafood 
campaign has reached over one million patrons, 
and it has engaged thousands of schools, 
businesses and key individuals to preserve 
waterways habitats by reducing plastic pollution.

PUBLIC SECTOR 
LEADERSHIP 
AWARD
FINALISTS
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As one of Australia’s biggest outdoor music 
festival, Splendour in the Grass uses its 
unrivaled platform to influence a wide 
demographic on the value and practice of 
sustainability. 

Splendour in the Grass attracts 35,000 music 
lovers daily to the annual three-day event at 
North Byron Parklands.  

Sustainability is embedded in the festival’s ethos. 
With no onsite water connection, Splendour 
deploys 246 compostable toilets and harvests 1.4 
megalitres of rainwater to provide drinking water 
and showers to festival-goers. Single-use plastic 
is banned and food vendors use compostable 
dishes and cutlery. Its 45-member Green Team 
supports attendees to reduce, reuse and recycle; 
text messages, signage and stage screens 
reinforce the message; and environmentalism is 
a core theme of the festival’s cultural program. 
Engaging patrons to maximise resource 
efficiency has helped Splendour minimise waste 
and divert 27.5 tonnes of refuse from landfill. 

Splendour in the Grass: 
Secret Sounds

RESOURCE 
EFFICIENCY 
AWARD  
WINNER

We’re incredibly 
honoured to have 
Splendour in the 

Grass named as a 
winner in the Green 
Globe Awards 2019. 
Each year we build 

on initiatives to create 
positive outcomes, 

implementing 
strategies that are 
easily applied to 

encourage broader 
and longer term 

behavioural change.

e l i s e  h u n t l e y , 
m a n a g i n g  d i r e c t o r 

o f  f e s t i v a l s , 
s p l e n d o u r  i n  

t h e  g r a s s

“
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RESOURCE 
EFFICIENCY 
AWARD 
FINALISTS

In the last two years, Plastic 
Police has diverted the 
equivalent of 60 million plastic 
bags from landfill. The program 
is a true circular economy 
initiative with soft plastics 
collected from schools being 
recycled into products for 
use by participating councils 
and organisations. Some 
of these products include 
Reconophalt, a sustainable 
asphalt alternative, and plastic 
bench seats for schools and 
Newcastle University. On the 
back of surging demand for 
the program, Plastic Police has 
secured funding to expand 
throughout New South Wales 
and interstate.

 
Cross Connections 
Consulting: 
Plastic Police

Downer:  
Reconophalt

Downer’s Reconophalt is a new 
type of road pavement made 
from recycled materials. Plastic 
bags and waste toner replace 
oil-based bitumen used in 
standard asphalt, while crushed 
glass and recycled pavement 
substitute for quarried sand and 
gravel to produce a perpetually 
recyclable road surface that 
is more durable than asphalt, 
with a lower whole-of-life cost. 
Developed in partnership with 
Close the Loop, Reconophalt 
reuses waste products that 
have been traditionally difficult 
to recycle, maximising the value 
of their resource inputs.

Taronga Zoo’s vision to secure 
a shared future for wildlife and 
people has seen it achieve 
outstanding sustainability 
gains. In 2019, it was certified 
carbon neutral, six years ahead 
of target, and its 6 Star rating 
makes it the first zoo to obtain 
a Green Star rating. Its cutting-
edge recycling regimen makes 
compost from food packaging 
and turns food waste into 
electricity. Taronga Zoo is a 
conservation leader, modelling 
best practice behaviour and 
educating 2.1 million yearly 
visitors to make better choices 
every day. 

Taronga Conservation 
Society Australia: 
Treading Efficiently -  
For the Wild! 

HIGHLY COMMENDED
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Working across multiple media platforms, 
sustainable fashion journalist Clare Press is 
an energetic and influential voice engaging 
an international audience to change the 
clothing industry.

Clare has kickstarted the sustainable fashion 
movement with her influential Wardrobe Crisis 
podcast, articles, books and social media 
presence. She is a passionate advocate for a 
cleaner, greener, more ethical fashion industry.  

Fashion may be the world’s most wasteful 
industry. Of the 80 billion garments produced 
annually, a third are never sold, while six tonnes 
of clothing are added to Australian landfill 
every 10 minutes. Clare’s focus on curbing 
waste, overconsumption and polluting practices 
is changing how we think about clothes by 
raising awareness of their environmental 
impact. Clare holds a number of international 
advisory and ambassador roles, including with 
UK-based Fashion Roundtable and the United 
Nations International Trade Agency. In 2018, 
Vogue magazine appointed her as its first-ever 
Sustainability Editor. 

Clare Press

SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPION 
AWARD  
WINNER

I’m humbled and 
delighted to win a 

Green Globe!  
But you can’t build  

a movement on your 
own. The work I do 

is about community, 
so this is for all the 
sustainable fashion 

change-makers using 
their creativity and 
passion to address 
fashion’s impacts.

c l a r e  p r e s s

“
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St George Girls High 
School: Diane Duffy

Pingala and The  
Valley Centre:  
April Crawford-Smith

Sara Rickards is a former academic who uses 
her science and engineering background to 
tackle environmental challenges with innovative 
solutions. She was responsible for embedding 
sustainability in every degree program at 
Macquarie University, is an ambassador for 
Plastic Free Manly, and through her consultancy, 
Futuregiving, offers sustainability coaching and 
workshops, and collaborates with organisations 
to help them meet zero waste targets. She 
donates 50% of her time to pro bono projects 
that take action on climate change.

As Team Leader Sustainability at St 
George Girls High School, science 
teacher Diane Duffy mentors 
students and staff to make a 
meaningful environmental impact. 
As well as overseeing the recycling, 
gardening and Clean Up teams, she 
organises the school’s annual Green 
Day, supporting student initiatives 
and liaising with external suppliers 
to facilitate workshops. She leads 
yearly Environmental Conservation 
field trips to Norfolk Island where 
students assist in weed control and 
native habitat restoration. Most 
impressively, she does all of this in 
her own time.

April Crawford-Smith’s mission 
to create a fairer energy system 
has had outstanding results. In 
2013, she helped to found the 
Pingala organisation, enabling 
communities to finance, own and 
operate their own solar power 
projects. Working with the Valley 
Centre, she spearheaded the 
Indigenous Solar Rolling Fund 
(ISRF), providing interest-free loans 
to help communities achieve energy 
self-sufficiency with solar power. 
The ISRF is one of the largest 
community-based movements in 
Australia, dramatically improving 
energy affordability, creating 
job opportunities and lowering 
emissions.  

Futuregiving: 
Sara Rickards

SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPION 
AWARD
FINALISTS
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Through Shalise’s Ocean Support, 12 year 
old Shalise Leesfield is leading a campaign 
to combat marine plastic pollution locally 
and globally.

Shalise Leesfield is only 12 years old but she 
is already one of the country’s most effective 
sustainability champions. Three years ago she 
embarked on a mission to rid local beaches of 
plastic pollution. With Port Macquarie Council, 
Shalise gained grant funding to combat litter 
in local waterways, leading to Shalise’s Ocean 
Support — a national marine protection 
campaign. She is the 2019 Environmental 
Citizen of the Year, is representing Australia 
at the Parley Youth Summit, and was chosen 
by famed oceanographer Philippe Cousteau 
to host the Australian launch of his Earth Echo 
‘Plastic Seas’ Expedition. Shalise’s extraordinary 
accomplishments while still a child reveal her 
immense capacity for leadership. She shows 
great promise as a transformative force for 
sustainability now and into the future. 

Shalise’s Ocean Support:  
Shalise Leesfield

YOUNG 
SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPION 
AWARD 
WINNER

It means the world 
to me and shows 
that even though 

you are only a small 
citizen in a big world 
you can still have a 
huge impact on the 
planet and inspire 

people to live more 
sustainably.  It helps 

me to feel even 
more confident and 

energised to continue 
to grow and take up 
new environmental 

challenges.

s h a l i s e  l e e s f i e l d 

“
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St George Girls  
High School: 
Hannah Yuan

Kua: 
Brody Smith 

English teacher Campbell Harvey initiated the 
Eco Active program at the Australian Islamic 
College of Sydney in 2018 to reduce playground 
rubbish and encourage recycling. The school 
now recycles an estimated 40,0000 plastic 
bottles and cans annually with 800 kilograms 
of food waste composted and repurposed as 
fertiliser for the school’s vegetable garden. To 
further deepen students’ understanding of the 
role they play in protecting the environment, 
Campbell has successfully liaised with teachers 
to integrate the program into curriculum 
assessment tasks.

St George Girls High School 
Year 11 student Hannah Yuan is 
distinguished by her personal 
initiative and passion for the 
environment. As a member of the 
school’s Environment Council and 
Worm Farm Team Leader, she has 
forged a fruitful partnership with 
Georges River Council to pilot a 
worm farm workshop and achieve 
the school’s planting target for 
National Tree Day. She led the 
inaugural Kogarah Enviro Forum in 
collaboration with local high schools 
and engaged the mayor to address 
the forum.

Australians drink six billion cups of 
coffee a year adding 75,000 tonnes 
of coffee grounds to landfill. Brody 
Smith co-founded social enterprise 
Kua in 2017 to promote sustainable 
coffee consumption and production. 
Kua sells Ugandan fair trade coffee 
through partner corporations and 
University of New South Wales 
and collects the grounds to be 
repurposed for fertiliser and body 
scrubs. Kua has diverted more than 
half a tonne of coffee grounds from 
landfill this year alone and supports 
100 Ugandan women through the 
Cents for Seeds program.

Australian Islamic College of 
Sydney: Campbell Harvey

YOUNG 
SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPION 
AWARD 
FINALISTS
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Over 420,000 Australians live with dementia and 
the disease is the leading cause of disability for 
those over 65.  

To meet the challenges of an ageing population, the 
University of Wollongong (UOW) conceived and 
built Desert Rose House: the first environmentally 
sustainable home designed specifically to help older 
and dementia-affected Australians age in place. 
Working with Kiama Dementia Alliance and Illawarra-
based suppliers and sponsors, Team UOW has 
produced a ‘House for Life’. The eco-friendly design 
combines technological innovations with wheelchair-
accessible dimensions and elderly-friendly fittings 
and lighting to allow occupants to live independently 
for as long as possible. Desert Rose House is 
particularly notable for the potential to scale up for 
use in other regional communities. 

University of Wollongong:  
Team UOW - Desert Rose -  
A House for Life

REGIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AWARD 
WINNER

Already nearly half 
a million people 

around Australia are 
living with dementia.

The ability to help 
occupants adapt 

and stay within the 
comfort of their home 

and community 
is vital. Hundreds 
of students and 
volunteers were 
involved in the 

design and building 
of this. Thousands 
of students will see 
and learn from it in 
years to come. The 
project considers 

how local lessons and 
partnerships can be 
expanded nationally.

g r e e n  g l o b e  a w a r d s , 
j u d g i n g  p a n e l

“
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Green Connect is a triple sustainability 
success, achieving strong environmental, 
social and economic outcomes to help a 
diverse, regional community prosper in the 
21st century. 

Green Connect is an Illawarra-based social 
enterprise addressing three urgent problems: 
unemployment, waste, and unsustainable food. 

Green Connect provides unemployed youth and 
refugees meaningful work in waste recovery and 
at its organic farm to help these groups gain the 
necessary skills to access the local job market. 
It is actively improving the environment and 
strengthening the community with each person 
it helps to find long-term employment. For 
every $1 Green Connect receives in funding or 
donations, it returns $5 worth of benefits to the 
Illawarra region. 

Green Connect’s integrated sustainability project 
offers a replicable model to meet environmental, 
economic and social challenges. 

Green Connect:  
More Jobs, Less Waste, Fair Food

PREMIER’S 
AWARD FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EXCELLENCE 
WINNER

The Judges felt 
that Green Connect 

deserves the 
Premier’s Award 

as it exemplifies a 
replicable vision of 
transitioning to a 
thriving, inclusive 
community. It is a 

sustainability triple 
threat, with strong 

social, environmental 
and economic 
outcomes for a 

diverse, regional 
community to 
prosper in the  
21st century.

g r e e n  g l o b e  a w a r d s , 
j u d g i n g  p a n e l

“
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