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Dear Mr Blumberg  

 

Re: Aboriginal Archaeological Due Diligence Assessment – Relocation of Mungo Brush Road, Mungo Brush, NSW.  

 

Insite Heritage Pty Ltd were commissioned by Haskoning Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 

to undertake an Aboriginal Archaeological Due Diligence Assessment for the proposed relocation of a section of Mungo Brush 

Road, Mungo Brush.  The relocation is required to enable continued use of the road to access Mungo Brush, due the imminent 

covering of the existing road by a transgressive sand dune.  Numerous options have been considered and the relocation of the 

affected section of road is considered the most viable
1
.  The transgressive dune is located south of Dark Point which is a 

significant Aboriginal site to the local Aboriginal community.  Numerous Aboriginal sites have been recorded along the beach 

to the east and south of the proposed relocation (Figure 1).  The proposed relocation route is shown in Figure 2. 

 

The following assessment is based on the generic due diligence process outlined in the Office of Environment & Heritage 

(OEH) Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (2010).  

 

Consultation with the Aboriginal community has been carried out independently by NPWS.  

 

An AHIMS search was prepared for the easement (Appendix A) and the known AHIMS sites are located to the east of the 

existing Mungo Brush Road.   

 

OEH Generic Due Diligence Assessment  

 

Step 1.  Will the activity disturb the ground surface or any culturally modified trees? 

Yes. 

Ground disturbance works will be required in order to construct the proposed road relocation.  Detail design has not yet been 

finalised.   

 

No culturally modified trees will be impacted in the course of this project. 
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 2010 Dune management options study for transgressive dune sheet south of Dark Point – Great Lakes LGA.  Report by gbaCoastal Pty Ltd  



Step 2 a) Search of the AHIMS database and other sources of information for existing knowledge of Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage 

 

A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) was undertaken for the realignment route with 

a 200m buffer in order to identify any previously recorded Aboriginal archaeological sites which may be impacted by the 

proposed works.  

 

The search located five sites to the east of the proposed works (refer Appendix A).  The location of the sites is consistent with 

the Umwelt
2
 assessments that identified the sensitive area associated with Dark Point.  The sensitive area encompasses the 

headland and extends landward to the top of the transgressive dune located immediately east of the existing Mungo Brush 

Road.  The sites located are shown in Figure 1.    

 

Step 2 b) Are there any landscape features that are likely to indicate presence of Aboriginal objects? 

The generic due diligence assessment process outlines the following landscape features which may indicate the likely 

existence of Aboriginal objects (OEH 2010): 

• within 200m of waters 

• located within a sand dune system, or 

• located on a ridge top, ridge line or headland, or 

• located within 200m below or above a cliff face, or 

• within 20m of or in a cave, rock shelter, or a cave mouth  
The Due Diligence process outlines that the assessment must progress to Stage 3 if the activity is within an identified 

landscape feature/s and is on land that is not disturbed. 

Disturbed land is defined as: 

Land is disturbed if it has been the subject of a human activity that has changed the land's surface, being changes that remain 

clear and observable....Examples include ploughing, construction of rural infrastructure (such as dams and fences), construction 

of roads, trails and tracks (including fire trails and tracks and walking tracks), clearing vegetation, construction of buildings and 

the erection of other structures, construction or installation of utilities and other similar services...and construction of earth 

works (OEH 2010). 

 

The proposed works are located within a corridor of undisturbed ground that is considered a sensitive landscape (as a dune 

field).  The easement traverses a variety of micro-relief within the dune field.  The realignment is approximately 3.5km in 

length and traverses small hind dune crests, and swales.  Approximately 600 metres of the route is located within a wetland.     

 

Step 3. Can harm to Aboriginal object listed on AHIMS or identified by other sources of information and /or can the carrying out 

of the activity at the relevant landscape features be avoided.  

 

There are no objects recorded on AHIMS and the route is located outside the archaeologically sensitive area associated with 

Dark Point.  A visual inspection of the route did not identify any Aboriginal objects.   

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 2001 Umwelt Aboriginal Heritage Survey Myall Lakes National Park unpublished report to NPWS.  

  2002 Umwelt, Cultural Heritage Assessment of Little Gibber (Dark Point) Headland and Dune Field Unpublished report to NPWS  



 
Figure 1  The proposed relocation route courtesy of NPWS 



Step 4. Does a desktop assessment and visual inspection confirm that there are Aboriginal objects?  

 

The desktop assessment and visual inspection did not locate any Aboriginal objects.  There were 

impediments to the visual confirmation of absence / presence of objects due to the dense ground 

cover.   

 

The study area was inspected on the 2
nd

 February 2016.  The route is a 3.2km corridor between the 

Mungo Brush Road and Myall River (~900m to north). 

 

Landscape consists of undulating dunes that gradually fall from the highest point of the fore dune 

(east of road) at 12-15m AHD to less than 3m AHD within the survey area. The relief within the road 

corridor ranges from 3m to approx. 12m AHD. The corridor traverses dry heath, wet and dry 

sclerophyll woodland, and wetland. 

 

Archaeological visibility 

 

Surface visibility was limited to a very small area where a fire-trail crossed the corridor. Otherwise 

surface visibility was generally less than 5%. Surface was covered with leaf litter, growing vegetation 

and standing water.  While some swales may hold water for longer periods, much of the standing 

water present during the survey was unusual and the result of recent prolonged heavy rainfall. 

Much of the area had been subjected to controlled burning in mid-2014.  Mature trees (generally 

still living) showed evidence of burning but recent regrowth was luxuriant which reduced visibility 

significantly.  

 

Some disturbance may have occurred to the ground surface due to sand mining operations during 

the mid-20
th

 century, particularly toward the western portion of the corridor. A series of dams/lakes 

are spread along an area adjoining the corridor. Their alignment is unnatural and they appear [on 

Google Earth] to have been spread along an old road alignment and may have been a feature of the 

sand mining landscape. 

 

Archaeological visibility overall was virtually nil.  

 

Study area inspection  

The proposed road corridor branches from the existing Mungo Brush Road approximately 2 kms 

from the Dark Point Car Park. The corridor was marked every 100m. NPWS staff advised that the 

corridor is not specific and may be detoured should items of significance be located. Mitigation may 

include realignment.  Sandy soils throughout with humic layers developing in damp area. 

 

No Aboriginal artefacts, sites or evidence of prehistoric activity were located during the survey. 

Surface visibility was the primary reason and the presence the artefacts cannot be entirely ruled out 

– particularly in the vicinity of more permanent wetlands. 

 

The descriptions provided herein briefly describe the location of each chain marker (laid out 

previously). 

 
Table 1 Route inspection details 

Chain Pt Comment 

100 Mungo Brush Road, heavy and high grass cover away from road. Disturbed.      

200 Undulating low dune. Bloodwood, Eucalyptus spp., Banksia serrata. 

Dense understory (regrowth) 

300 On slope of dune, Swamp Mahogany, casaurina, sweet wattle regrowth.  Photo 

91 & 92 (lake near 200-300) 

400 Edge of dune, dense banksia  

500 Low dune adjoining wetland in swales, dense banksia 

600 Low dune, dense banksia.  Photo 89 & 90 

700 Low dune, banksia and melaleuca . 



800 Low dune, banksia and melaleuca 

900 Edge of wetland, banksia and rush.  Photo 88 

1000 Low dune with wetland toward 1100. Low banksia and acacia. Photo 86 

1100 Low dune adjoining wetland, banksia, rush. 

1200 Low dune, banksia, dry sclerophyl. Photo 87. 

1300 Low dune, banksia, dry sclerophyl 

1400 Toe slope of higher dune, banksia, acacia, melaleuca 

1500 Dune ridge, open banksia, bracken fern. 

1600 Low dune above wetland, banksia. 

1700 Swale, damp, tassle rush, swamp mahogany. Photo 85 

1800 Wetland, swamp mahogany, cabbage tree palm, 150mm of water 

1900 Wetland, swamp mahogany, cabbage tree palm, broad area of bungwall (chest 

high). Good resource area. Photo 84 to west 

2000 Wet lowland, swamp mahogany, cabbage tree palm, bungwall 

2100 Sandy rise covered with dense vegetation, swamp mahogany, cabbage tree 

palm, bracken 

2200 Level area, swamp mahogany, cabbage tree palm 

2300 Swampy ground, bracken, rush, grass tree. 

2400 Adjoining wetland, banksia. 

2500 Dry sclerophyl, banksia 

2600 Dense stands of banksia, sweet wattle, melaleuca. 

2700 Dry sclerophyl, banksia, some exposures along track, few sandstone chunks and 

gravel (only stone seen along corridor). 

2800 Broad sloping dune, banksia, sweet wattle, melaleuca 

2900 Top of dune, casaurina, banksia 

3000 Low dune, banksia, melaleuca, acacia regrowth. 

3100 Mungo Brush Road. 

 
Plate 1  Chainage 300 slope of dune Swamp mahogany, casuarina, sweet wattle regrowth. 



 
Plate 2 Chainage 200 – 300 lake  

 
Plate 3  Chainage 600 low dune dense banksia  



 
Plate 4  Chainage 900 banksia and rush on wetland margins  

 
Plate 5  Chainage 1000 Low dune, with wetland toward 1100.   



 
Plate 6  Chainage 1200 low dune with dry sclerophyll forest  

 
Plate 7  chainage 1700. Swale with tassle rush and swamp mahogany 



 
Plate 8 Chainage 1900 - wetland cabbage tree palms, bungwall a good resource area 

 
Plate 9  Chainage 2600 dense stands of melaleuca, banksia and sweet wattle  



 
Plate 100 Chainage 2200 level area swamp mahogany, cabbage tree palm.  

 
Plate 11  Chainage 3100 northern end of the relocation route 

 

 



Recommendations   

The surface visibility at the time of inspection was very low that reduces the certainty with which a conclusion of no 

objects present can be drawn.  The landscape assessment prepared by Umwelt in 2001 and 2002 strongly indicates 

that Dark Point was a focal point of occupation.  It is therefore probable that the study area would have been utilised 

as a resource zone.  If this is the case, any sites in the study area are likely to be smaller sites comprising isolated finds 

and discarded artefacts and that larger more complex camp sites are highly unlikely.   

 

It is recommended that work proceed with caution and in the event of a site being uncovered work in that area cease 

and OEH notified.   

 

Should any potential human remains be uncovered, work must cease in that area and OEH and the NSW police 

informed.  

 

This due diligence report should be retained as evidence of the due diligence process.   
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Yours sincerely 

Insite Heritage Pty Ltd 

 
 

Angela Besant  

Senior Archaeologist 

Insite Heritage Pty Ltd  

 


