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Relocating the Mungo Brush Road 
Myall Lakes National Park  - update October 2019

What has been happening?
The relocation of a 3.2 kilometre section of Mungo Brush 
Road in Myall Lakes National Park north of Newcastle is 
nearing completion.

The new section of road has been constructed and will be 
sealed in the next few weeks. This will include the marking 
of lines and other road markers, installation of traffic signs, 
rehabiliting the road verges and fencing. 

It is expected that traffic will be switched to the new road 
in mid October 2019. 

Following this, the old section of road will be closed and 
rehabilitated. The walking track crossings will also be 
relocated to the new road, providing better access for 
walkers.

The next stage of the project is the upgrade to the Dark 
Point carpark including additional carparking, a turn 
around bay and information signs to provide for improved 
visitor experiences. 

The project is on track for completion by December 2019.

Temporary delays and closures
Myall Lakes National Park remains open including the 
campgrounds, boat ramps, the Bombah Point Ferry and 
the NRMA Myall Shores Holiday Park. The main work has 
been scheduled outside peak visitor times to minimise 
disruption to visitors and the community. 

Motorists are advised that reduced speed limits remain in 
place along the Mungo Brush Road and to drive with care 
due to variable road conditions. 

October - November 2019:

• The final stages of construction are being completed. 

• Motorists are advised to expect reduced speed limits, 
single lane travel and traffic lights along Mungo Brush 
road. 

• Expect minor delays and allow extra travel time.  

• The Dark Point Carpark will be closed after the school 
holidays to allow for the upgrade.

• Sandy Point 4WD carpark remains temporarily closed.

• The Mungo Brush Walking Track between Robinsons 
Crossing and the Brambles Green track remains 
temporarily closed.



About the Mungo Brush Road Project
The National Parks and Wildlife Service is relocating a 3.2 
kilometre section of the Mungo Brush Road in Myall Lakes 
National Park north of Newcastle, to prevent the road 
becoming covered by the Dark Point Dune.

Mungo Brush Road is the main vehicle access to the 
southern section of Myall Lakes National Park, linking the 
townships of Tea Gardens/Hawks Nest and Bulahdelah. 

Relocating the road was determined the most feasible 
option for ensuring the road remains open to vehicles, 
while ensuring protection for the culturally significant Dark 
Point Aboriginal Place.

Why is the Mungo Brush Road being relocated?

The existing road borders the Dark Point Dunes, a 250 
hectare Aboriginal culturally significant mobile sand dune 
complex, that extends south along the coast for 5.5 
kilometres from Dark Point (Little Gibber) in Myall Lakes 
National Park.

The highly mobile Dark Point dune sheet is moving inland 
at a rate of 3.3 to 5.9 metres per year and is predicted 
to pass onto or over the road, making it impassable to 
vehicles. Relocating the road inland from the Dark Point 
Dunes is the best option for ensuring the popular road 
remains open for visitors, and that the culturally significant 
Dark Point Aboriginal Place is protected.  

What will the work involve?

The construction involves building a new 3.2 kilometre 
section of sealed dual lane road, 300 metres west of the 
current Mungo Brush Road, with tie back points to the 
existing road. 

The old road will then be landscaped and rehabilitated. 
Materials including gravel, culverts and fencing will be 
transported to the site via Tea Gardens/Hawks Nest.

The road will be designed in accordance with Australian 
standards, providing for a maximum speed limit of 80km/
hr. It will include a safe turning lane to Dark Point Carpark, 
improved carparking, and pedestrian access to the Mungo 
Walking Track.

Key project stages:

• Stages 1 and 2 - Initial planning, concept design,
environmental and heritage assessment, stakeholder
engagement, and construction tender was completed in
2016-18.

• Stage 3 - Pre-construction surveys, site preparation,
vegetation clearing, ecological surveys and site induction
was completed in July 2019.

• Stage 4 - Construction of the new road has commenced
and will be completed by December 2019.

• Stage 5 - Post-construction landscaping, rehabilitation
and biodiversity monitoring.

Image: Mungo Brush Road Construction Map (DPIE).

Who is doing the work?

The $4.3 million road construction project is managed 
and funded by the Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment as part of an ongoing commitment to 
maintaining visitor access to Myall Lakes National Park. 

Bolte Civil Pty. Ltd. have been engaged by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service through a competitive tender 
process to construct the road, in accordance with the 
environmental assessment requirements. An independent 
Project Manager has also been engaged to oversee the 
work.

Protecting park values
The National Parks and Wildlife Service engaged 
a specialist coastal engineer to conduct rigorous 
environmental and heritage assessments of the site and 
prepare the Review of Environmental Factors (REF). This 
involved an investigation of all vegetation communities 
affected by the proposed road relocation, threatened 
species, Aboriginal and historic heritage values, as well as 
social, economic & aesthetic impacts.

The REF prescribes conditions which the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service must meet in carrying out the work, 
including the establishment of a 10 Year biodiversity 

For more information visit  
environment.nsw.gov.au/mungobrushroad

NPWS Manning-Great Lakes Area Office 
The Lakes Way, Pacific Palms, NSW, 2428 
P: 02 6591 0300  
E: npws.manninggreatlakes@environment.nsw.gov.au
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