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Introduction  
A new plan of management is being prepared by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) for Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garawarra State 
Conservation Area.  

Discussion papers have been prepared to describe and explore challenging issues that need 
to be addressed in the new plan. These papers are designed to help people understand each 
issue and generate discussion and ideas. Community feedback on these discussion papers 
will help inform the development of the new plan of management. 

Purpose of this paper 
The purpose of this paper is to outline how we might, in collaboration with Aboriginal people, 
protect and manage the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of these parks. 

Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garawarra State Conservation Area are 
cultural landscapes. This means that the present landscape is a product of the long-term and 
complex relationships between people and the environment. It recognises that the landscape 
reflects how people have lived on or used the land and how they connect with the land 
spiritually or culturally.  

Connections may be physically evident (structures, engravings, relics and so on) or 
maintained in spiritual or cultural practice, storytelling, activities, teaching and remembering. 
This cultural landscape presents opportunities to learn about Country and culture for 
Aboriginal people and park visitors. 

Planning for the management of Aboriginal cultural 
heritage and landscapes  
These parks are part of the lands of the Aboriginal people of the Dharawal language group. 
Aboriginal People continue to have a strong connection to these lands.  

NPWS will work together with Aboriginal people and their communities to ensure the 
Aboriginal cultural heritage of these parks is acknowledged, protected and respected as a 
part of the living culture of Aboriginal people. That includes culture, Country, special sites 
and places. 

This will involve an ongoing conversation with the Aboriginal community about the 
identification of values and significance of the area, clarifying the outcomes we are trying to 
achieve and identifying strategies and actions to achieve them. 

Proposed guiding principles 
 Aboriginal people are involved in the protection and maintenance of significant cultural 

sites or places within this landscape, and management of the parks. 

 Any programs or projects to interpret cultural values or provide information about 
Aboriginal cultural heritage are always undertaken in collaboration with Aboriginal 
people. 
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 Facilities, activities and places are identified within the parks that could support 
Aboriginal people in undertaking cultural practices, passing on cultural knowledge and 
connecting to Country.   

 Tourism involving Aboriginal cultural heritage values is culturally sensitive and preferably 
delivered by, or in collaboration with, Aboriginal people. 

 Opportunities for Aboriginal people to benefit from employment and businesses that 
arise from park management, tourism and other activities taking place in the parks are 
actively encouraged. 

 Aboriginal people’s connection to these parks is reflected, where possible and 
appropriate, through information or interpretation developed in consultation with 
Aboriginal people. 

Providing space and facilities to support cultural activities  
The Garawarra Farm precinct in Royal National Park presents an opportunity to support 
activities that build cultural connections for Aboriginal people. Located in the south of Royal 
National Park, with good road access from Garie Road, this area is a disturbed natural area 
that in the past has operated as a farm and later provided accommodation for park rangers. 
There is currently a well-used carpark for visitors accessing walking tracks and cabins on the 
coast. 

Facilities that could be provided to support cultural activities at the site could include 
accommodation, storage, camping areas, car parking and toilets. The site could also provide 
general visitor facilities such as accommodation or camping areas (see the discussion paper 
on recreational activities) while continuing to provide parking for people accessing walking 
tracks and coastal cabins.  

Part or all of the site could be managed under licence from NPWS, providing commercial 
opportunities for Aboriginal people. 

As with all significant works in parks, any construction or physical works associated with this 
development would require environmental impact assessment to ensure park values are 
protected and sustainability requirements are met. A precinct or master plan may also be 
prepared to guide future detailed planning for the area. 

What do you think?  
Your thoughts, ideas and comments on this discussion paper are now invited and can be 
provided using an online submission form, by email to royal.plan@environment.nsw.gov.au 
or by writing to The Planner, NPWS, PO Box 144, Sutherland NSW 1499. 

All input will inform the development of a new plan of management for Royal National Park, 
Heathcote National Park and Garawarra State Conservation Area. 

There will be another opportunity to have your say when the draft plan is completed and put 
on public exhibition. If you would like to be notified when the draft plan is available, please 
register your details. 
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