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Have your say 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) proposes to amend the Ngambaa Nature 
Reserve Plan of Management under Section 73B of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974.   
We want to know what you think about this draft plan amendment. To give us feedback, 
please send a written submission via: 

the online submission form at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-
say   
email to npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au 
post to Manager, NPWS Planning Evaluation and Assessment, Locked Bag 5022, 
Parramatta NSW 2124. 

Written submissions must be received by 7 June 2021. 
To help us make the best use of your feedback: 

• Please tell us what issue or part of the amendment you are talking about. You can do 
this by including the section heading and page number from the amendment in your 
submission. 

• Let us know how we can make the amendment better. You may want to tell us what you 
know about the park or how you or other people use and value it. 

We are happy to hear any ideas or comments and will consider them all, but please be 
aware that we can’t always include all information or ideas in the final plan. 

What happens to your feedback? 
Step 1:  At the close of the public exhibition period, we consider all submissions and 

prepare a submissions report. Multiple submissions received by the same author 
will be counted as a single submission. 

Step 2:  We provide the relevant local advisory committee and the National Parks and 
Wildlife Advisory Council with the draft amendment, all the submissions and the 
submissions report. They consider the documents, make comments on the 
amendment or suggest changes, and provide advice to the Minister for Energy 
and Environment. 

Step 3:  The Minister considers the amendment, submissions and advice, makes any 
necessary changes and decides whether to adopt the amendment under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

Your privacy 
Your submission will be provided to two advisory bodies. Your comments on the draft 
amendment may include personal information. The Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment complies with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998, 
which regulates the collection, storage, quality, use and disclosure of personal information. 
See our privacy statement for more information 
Information that identifies you may be gathered when you use our website or send us an 
email. If you indicate in your written submission that you object to your submission being 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-say
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-say
mailto:npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/about-us/privacy-and-security
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made public, we will ask you before releasing your submission in response to any access 
applications under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. 

Why amend the plan? 
Several changes to the Ngambaa Nature Reserve Plan of Management are proposed to 
facilitate the establishment of a feral predator-free area with Ngambaa Nature Reserve. The 
Ngambaa Nature Reserve Plan of Management was adopted in 2004. Section 73B of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 enables the Minister to amend a plan of management. 

Feral predators have had a significant impact on Australian native animals. Australia has the 
worst mammal extinction rate in the world. Over 30 Australian mammal species have been 
driven to extinction in the past 250 years, with cats and foxes the main drivers for at least 
two-thirds of these losses (Legge et. al. 2018).  
Feral cats are found throughout mainland Australia and kill 1.7 billion native animals every 
year. They have contributed to most of the small mammal extinctions in Australia over the 
last 250 years (Woinarski et al. 2018) and continue to significantly impact native mammals, 
reptiles, and birds. 
The effective control of cats and foxes within parks and reserves is essential for the recovery 
of many of our threatened and declining native animals, especially small terrestrial mammals 
and ground-dwelling birds. Despite extensive and ongoing efforts, there is currently no 
effective strategy for landscape scale control of feral cats and landscape scale fox control 
has had mixed results. 
Establishing a network of feral predator-free areas within the NSW national parks estate is 
one strategy to address the major risk to threatened mammals – predation by feral cats and 
foxes. This initiative builds on three existing feral predator-free areas in western NSW. 
Locally extinct mammals are being reintroduced in feral predator-free areas in Sturt and 
Mallee Cliffs National Parks and in Pilliga State Conservation Area following construction of 
feral predator-proof fences and removal of feral predators. 
This initiative is recognised as an essential component of an overall strategy to prevent 
further extinctions of predator-susceptible threatened mammals in the short- to medium-term 
(e.g. Woinarski et. al. 2018). As such it is one of the State’s most significant biodiversity 
conservation and ecosystem restoration projects. 
Constructing feral predator-proof fencing and eradicating feral predators within a fenced area 
creates a feral predator-free area where locally extinct native animals can be released, and 
healthy populations re-established. In addition, extant species that are currently impacted – 
e.g., populations suppressed due to predation by foxes and cats and/or the effect of feral 
herbivores – are expected to recover. Additional interventions such as active fire 
management, provision of nest boxes, and other habitat management measures will be 
used, as appropriate, to help re-establish and/or restore wild populations of target species. 

Ngambaa Nature Reserve is reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife Act to identify, 
protect and conserve areas containing outstanding, unique or representative ecosystems, 
species, communities or natural phenomena. The establishment of a feral predator-free area 
within the reserve is consistent with this purpose and complementary to the principles for the 
management of nature reserves under the Act. 

Establishment of a feral predator-free area within Ngambaa Nature Reserve is a critical step 
in halting the decline and restoring the ecosystem function in this part of the North Coast 
Bioregion. This reserve was selected after assessment of several alternative sites within the 
Bioregion and is a preferred site because it contains regionally significant vegetation 
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communities, including old growth habitats of high quality which are expected to support 
viable, self-sustaining populations of extant threatened species and reintroduced species in 
the long term. The specific location for the feral predator-free area within the reserve will 
maximise the conservation benefit while taking into account practical and socio-economic 
factors. 

The feral predator-free area will operate as a biodiversity anchor, supporting landscape 
scale conservation by: 

• preventing the extinction of threatened species not expected to survive in the presence 
of feral cats and/or foxes 

• providing secure long-term protection, and increasing the wild population of species 
suppressed by cats and/or foxes 

• restoring ecological health through the restoration of ecosystem processes such as the 
return of digging mammals, the ecosystem engineers missing from our native 
landscapes 

• generating knowledge through research and innovation which can be applied to mitigate 
the impact of feral predators and improve conservation outcomes ‘beyond the fence’ 

• establishing insurance populations of threatened species until effective methods for 
landscape control of cats and foxes is developed 

• providing source populations for the restoration of species across the landscape 
• promoting public awareness of, and appreciation for, the value of native wildlife. 

How to read the amendment 
The proposed amendment replaces some of the existing plan’s text and provides some 
additional text. These changes should be read in conjunction with the Ngambaa Nature 
Reserve Plan of Management, as adopted in 2004. Section numbers referred to in the 
amendment refer to the adopted plan of management. 

Proposed amendments 
The Ngambaa Nature Reserve Plan of Management was adopted in 2004. The reserve is 
known to contain populations of 16 threatened species, and a further 18 species which are 
considered to be of conservation concern. The proposed amendments outline specific 
additional management actions to enhance conservation for many threatened and declining 
species through the establishment of the feral predator-proof area, the reintroduction of 
locally extinct species and associated conservation and management activities.   
Below are the proposed amendments to the plan. In all instances where a change is 
proposed to a policy or action in the body of the plan, corresponding changes will be made 
to Section 5 ‘Plan Implementation’ (pages 30–35) as required.   

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/mount-kaputar-national-park-plan-of-management
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/mount-kaputar-national-park-plan-of-management
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/ngambaa-nature-reserve-plan-of-management
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1. Returning threatened and declining species and 
improving ecosystem health 

Proposed changes 
The proposed changes outlined below will ensure that the plan of management: 

• explains how the establishment of a feral predator-free area within the reserve will 
complement desired outcomes and strategies for the conservation of native species and 
the protection of the reserve against introduced species 

• includes the reintroduction of locally extinct species, and the recovery of extant fauna 
species as a direction for the reserve’s management 

• includes strategies for the establishment of a feral predator-free area, the reintroduction 
of locally extinct fauna and the recovery of extant fauna. 

The preferred area for siting of the feral predator-free area is shown in Figure 1. This is 
indicative, with a final alignment determined after taking into account an environmental and 
cultural assessment and further consideration of operational constraints and requirements. 
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Figure 1 Preferred area for siting of the feral predator-free area 
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Section 3.2 Management directions 

Plan reference: page 4 

Add: 

• reintroducing and conserving locally extinct fauna species and supporting the recovery 
of extant fauna species 

Section 4.2 Native Plants 

Plan reference: page 8, Strategies 

Add: 
• Vegetation clearance during the establishment of the feral predator-free area will be 

minimised by using roads, trails, easements or other previously cleared areas where 
feasible.  

Remove: 
• Ensure that management facilities are not located in areas of significant plant species or 

restricted plant communities. 
Replace with: 
• Ensure that any new infrastructure is located to avoid the clearance of significant plant 

species or restricted plant communities to the extent practical. Where this is not 
practical, ensure that impacts are minimised.  

Section 4.3 Native animals 

Plan reference: page 10, after final paragraph 

Add: 
Ngambaa Nature Reserve has been identified as a suitable location for the establishment of 
a feral predator-free area that supports the reintroduction of locally extinct fauna species and 
the recovery of extant fauna species (see section 5.3 Introduced species). 

Plan reference: page 10, Desired Outcomes 

Add: 
• Feral predators and other pest animals have been removed from a fenced area to 

establish a feral predator-free area.  
• Locally extinct fauna species have been reintroduced within a feral predator-free area. 
• Populations of fauna species which are vulnerable to feral predators and/or the impact 

of feral herbivores are recovering  
• Ecosystem health and function within the feral predator-free area are improving.  

Plan reference: page 10, Strategies 

Add: 
• Reintroduce locally extinct fauna species within a feral predator-free area. 
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Section 5.3 Introduced species 

Plan reference: page 17, after final paragraph 

Add: 
While Ngambaa Nature Reserve protects a broad mix of vegetation types, the fauna of the 
reserve has been impacted by foxes and cats. Some species are now locally extinct. Others 
are present at very low densities and are at risk of local extinction.  
The construction of a feral predator-proof fence and establishment of a feral predator-free 
area is expected to deliver a measurable conservation benefit for up to 20 threatened animal 
species. The feral predator-free area will seek to facilitate: 

• the re-establishment of the eastern bettong (Bettongia gaimardi), which is currently 
listed as extinct in New South Wales 

• the establishment of new populations of locally extinct species such as the eastern quoll 
(Dasyurus viverrinus); rufous bettong (Aepyprymnus rufescens), parma wallaby 
(Macropus parma), common planigale (Planigale maculate) and long-nosed potoroo 
(Potorous tridactylus tridactylus) 

• conservation benefits for additional threatened animal species, including the koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus), red-legged pademelon (Thylogale stigmatica), eastern pygmy-
possum (Cercartetus nanus) and yellow-bellied glider (Petaurus australis). 

Translocation plans will be prepared for all species proposed for reintroduction in 
accordance with the Department’s Translocation Operational Policy and in consultation with 
relevant state and national species experts. 
Many of the species that have declined or been lost played important ecosystem roles – for 
example, through turning over soil, spreading native seed and fungal spores, or as native 
predators. The removal of feral predators and the reintroduction of locally extinct fauna 
species will bring back these processes and help to restore ecosystem function within the 
reserve.  
The feral predator-free area is expected to cover up to 3000 hectares. The specific location 
of the feral predator-proof fence will be confirmed after environmental assessment and 
consideration of operational constraints. To ensure the ongoing integrity and effectiveness of 
the feral predator-proof fence, vehicle access for management purposes will be maintained, 
and vegetation will be managed adjacent to the fence. While the fence will follow existing 
roads where feasible, the realignment of some existing trails or the construction of some new 
management trails may be necessary.  
Existing trails that are no longer required for management purposes may be closed and, 
where appropriate, rehabilitated. New management trails may also be required within the 
feral predator-free area to facilitate predator control works, for monitoring of reintroduced 
species or for improved fire management capability. New facilities may also be required on 
site to support the storage of materials and equipment, fence construction, predator 
eradication, research and monitoring, education and other management activities  
Construction of the feral predator-proof fence, any new management trails and management 
facilities may require some soil disturbance and clearing of native vegetation. These actions 
will be subject to environmental impact assessments in accordance with relevant statutory 
and policy requirements. Measures will be applied to limit the extent of site disturbance and 
minimise any clearing of native vegetation.  
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Plan reference: page 18, strategies 

Add: 
• Construct a feral predator-proof fence and associated management facilities to facilitate 

eradication of feral predators and other pest animals from within the feral predator-free 
area, reintroduction of locally extinct mammals, recovery of extant fauna and ongoing 
management of the site. 

2. Management of access within the feral predator-
free area 

Proposed changes 
The proposed changes outlined below will ensure that the plan of management highlights 
the opportunities for visitation and public education, and potential restrictions on access, that 
may apply to the feral predator-free area once it has been established. 
These changes also facilitate the relocation of licensed apiary sites from within the feral 
predator-free area. 

Section 6.2.1 Appropriate Visitor Uses 

Plan reference: page 22, background text 

Add: 
Once established the feral predator-free area will provide a unique visitor opportunity to see 
the bush as it was before the arrival of feral animals – alive with small native mammals in a 
healthy ecosystem. Restrictions on public access to this area may be necessary during 
fence construction, feral predator eradication and the initial stages of reintroductions. 

Plan reference: page 22, Strategies 

Remove: 
• Visitor facilities will be maintained at Cedar Park. No new facilities will be provided in the 

reserve other than interpretation and directional signs (refer sections 6.2.2 Vehicle 
Access and Car Touring, 6.2.3. Cedar Park Day Use Area and 6.2.4 Bush walking). 

Add: 
• Opportunities to facilitate education and interpretation about the feral predator-free area 

will be further investigated and progressed after the feral predator-free area has been 
established. 

• Public access to the feral predator-free area will be restricted as necessary (refer 
sections 6.2.2 Vehicle Access and Car Touring, 6.2.3. Cedar Park Day Use Area and 
6.2.4 Bush walking). 

Section 6.2.2 Vehicle Access and Car Touring 

Plan reference: page 23, Strategies 
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Remove: 
• Maintain the following roads to two-wheel drive dry weather standard (see Map 1). 

Liaise with FC NSW and Council for maintenance of those roads that are outside the 
reserve. 
o Tamban Road 
o Elliott’s Road 
o Searles Road 
o Stockyard Creek Road 
o Buds Crossing Road 
o Jacks Road (Cedar Park access) 
o Wittigs Road 
o Taylors Arm/Greenhills Road 
o Western Range Road 
o Collombatti Trig Road (Collombatti Trig Lookout access) 
o Starling Road 
o Kempsey Armidale Road. 

• Do not develop and new roads or trails 
Replace with: 
• Close Buds Crossing Road, Seams Road, Stockyard Creek Road, Wittigs Road and 

Jacks Road to public vehicle access. Reclassify these roads as management trails. 
• Maintain the following roads within the reserve (see Map 1). Liaise with relevant 

managers to encourage the maintenance of access roads situated outside the reserve. 
o Tamban Road 
o Elliott’s Road 
o Searles Road 
o Taylors Arm/Greenhills Road 
o Western Range Road 
o Collombatti Trig Road (Collombatti Trig Lookout access) 
o Starling Road 
o Kempsey Armidale Road. 

• New roads will not be developed other than new management trails necessary for the 
construction and maintenance of the feral predator-proof fence and management of the 
feral predator-free area. 

Section 6.2.3 Cedar Park Day Use Area 

Plan reference: page 24 

Add: 
Following establishment of the feral predator-free area and the reintroduction of locally 
extinct animals, Cedar Park is expected to be an important site for visitation to the reserve.  
To promote managed public visitation consistent with maintaining the feral-free area status 
of the fenced area within the reserve, access to Cedar Park may be managed and restricted. 
Once the feral predator-free area has been established, further investigations will be 
undertaken to determine the most appropriate type and location for visitor facilities within the 
reserve. 
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Remove: 
• Maintain the current low-key picnic area and loop walking track at Cedar Park. 
• Provide an interpretative sign at Cedar Park identifying the history of the day use area 

and exotic tree species and interpretive signs along the loop walking track. 
• Investigate the feasibility of developing an overflow car parking area at the entrance to 

Cedar Park off Jacks Road. If feasible, create an informal car parking area within the 
existing disturbed area currently infested with lantana. 

Section 6.2.4 Bushwalking 

Plan reference: page 25 

Remove: 
• Maintain the existing walking track at Cedar Park. Map and signpost the track. 
Replace with: 
• Following establishment of the feral predator-free area and the reintroduction of locally 

extinct animals, Cedar Park is expected to be an important site for visitation to the 
reserve. The walking track at Cedar Park will be reviewed once strategies for the 
provision of visitor facilities associated with the feral predator-free area have been 
developed.  

Section 6.2.6 Cycling 

Plan reference: page 25 

Remove: 
• Allow cycling on roads and management trails only. Cycling will not be permitted on 

walking tracks. 
Replace with: 
• Allow cycling on roads and management trails only. Cycling will not be permitted on 

walking tracks or within the feral predator-free area. 

Section 8.1 Bee Keeping 

Plan reference: page 27 

Add: 
• Liaise with apiary licence holders to identify and licence alternative apiary sites outside 

the feral predator-free area. 
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