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Statement of  

Management Intent 
 

Gulguer Nature Reserve  
 

1. Introduction 

This statement outlines the main values, issues, management directions and priorities of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) for managing Gulguer Nature Reserve. This 
statement, together with relevant NPWS policies, will guide the management of the reserve until a 
plan of management has been prepared in accordance with the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974 (NPW Act). The NPWS Managing Parks Prior to Plan of Management Policy states that parks 
and reserves without a plan of management are to be managed in a manner consistent with the 
intent of the NPW Act and the ‘precautionary principle’ (see Principle 15).  

2. Management principles 

Nature reserves are reserved under the NPW Act to protect and conserve areas containing 
outstanding, unique or representative ecosystems, species, communities or natural phenomena. 
Under the NPW Act (section 30J), nature reserves are managed to: 

• conserve biodiversity, maintain ecosystem functions, and protect geological and 
geomorphological features and natural phenomena 

• conserve places, objects, features and landscapes of cultural value 

• promote public appreciation, enjoyment and understanding of the reserve’s natural and 
cultural values 

• provide for appropriate research and monitoring. 

The primary purpose of nature reserves is to conserve nature. Nature reserves differ from national 
parks in that they do not have the provision of visitor use as a management purpose or principle. 

3. Context 

Reservation details: Gulguer Nature Reserve was reserved on 23 September 1994. 
Size: 359 hectares. 

Gulguer Nature Reserve is located approximately 33 kilometres south of Penrith and approximately 
56 kilometres south-west of Sydney’s central business district. It falls within the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion and within the administrative areas of Liverpool City and Wollondilly Shire councils, 
Gandangara and Tharawal local Aboriginal land councils and Greater Sydney Local Land Services. 

Gulguer Nature Reserve adjoins Bents Basin State Conservation Area. Both parks were originally 
reserved in 1980 as Bents Basin State Recreation Area but were subsequently divided and 
reserved as Gulguer Nature Reserve and Bents Basin State Recreation Area in 1994. 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/fullhtml/inforce/act+80+1974+pt.4-div.2-sec.30e+0+N?
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/fullhtml/inforce/act+80+1974+pt.4-div.2-sec.30e+0+N?
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/policies/PrePOMPolicy.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/fullhtml/inforce/act+80+1974+pt.4+0+N?#pt.4-div.2-sec.30j
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Gulguer Nature Reserve includes a 4-kilometre section of the Nepean River and protects diverse 
remnant bushland. The reserve is surrounded by cleared agricultural and residential land and 
remnant native vegetation. It is located on the geological junction of the Blue Mountains uplift and 
the Cumberland Plain and contains significant evidence of the geomorphic landscape evolution of 
the region. Gulguer Nature Reserve is dominated by rugged topography and includes two steep 
sandstone gorges, known as Gulguer Gorge and Forest Hill Creek Gorge that comprise cliffs, 
cascades and long, deep pools.  

Gulguer Nature Reserve is located in a transition zone between Hawkesbury Sandstone and 
Cumberland Woodland vegetation and supports a high floristic and structural diversity as well as a 
range of habitats for native plants and animals.  

 

4. Values 

• The significance of the varied landscape and landforms of Bents Basin SCA and Gulguer 
Nature Reserve comprises plateau, gorges and a floodplain that are acknowledged on the 
non-statutory National Trust Register. The nature reserve is also recognised as a small but 
valuable remnant of the former vegetation of the western margin of the Cumberland Plain.  

• Gulguer Nature Reserve protects habitat for a range of threatened vegetation communities 
and species including River-Flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplains of the NSW North 
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Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions endangered ecological community 
and Shale/Sandstone Transition Forest endangered ecological community. 

• The vulnerable plant Epacris purpurascens var. purpurascens occurs within Gulguer Nature 
Reserve. 

• Gulguer Nature Reserve protects habitat for numerous threatened animals including the 
giant burrowing frog (Heleioporus australiacus), glossy black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 
lathami), powerful owl (Ninox strenua), varied sittella (Daphoenositta chrysoptera), grey-
headed flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus), eastern freetail-bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis) 
and the endangered Cumberland Plain land snail (Meridolum corneovirens).  

• Gulguer Nature Reserve is located within the area of the Darug, Dharawal and Gundungurra 
language groups. Aboriginal people were drawn to the area because of its proximity to the 
Nepean River and the plentiful supply of food and water. The land on which the reserve lies 
is believed to have been a traditional meeting and trading place between Aboriginal groups. 
Evidence of Aboriginal occupation includes artefacts, art pigments, engravings and grinding 
grooves.  

5. Issues 

• Feral deer (various species), foxes (Vulpes vulpes), Indian mynas (Acridotheres tristis), feral 
cats (Felis catus), European honeybees (Apis mellifera) and rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) 
are present in Gulguer Nature Reserve. 

• Gulguer Nature Reserve has weed infestations particularly along the riverbank including 
honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos), African olive (Olea europaea ssp. cuspidata), alligator 
weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides), mistflower (Ageratina riparia), trad (Tradescantia 
fluminensis), box elder (Acer negundo), crofton weed (Ageratina adenophora), green 
cestrum (Cestrum parqui), prickly pear (Opuntia stricta), St John’s wort (Hypericum 
perforatum), ludwigia (Ludwigia peruviana), Senna pendula, pampas grass (Cortaderia 
selloana), privet (Ligustrum spp.), willows (Salix spp.) thistles (Cirsium spp.), and various 
exotic vines and grasses.  

• With the progress of the South West Growth Centre urban development immediately to the 
east of Greendale, and additional housing development at Silvervale, demand for the 
recreation opportunities within the reserve will likely increase. 

• Areas of the reserve abutting the Nepean River, including Campbells Ford, are flood prone. 
During flood events the reserve can be inaccessible. 

6. Key management directions 

• Fire is managed in accordance with the Bents Basin State Conservation Area and Gulguer 
Nature Reserve Fire Management Strategy.  

• Pest management programs will be implemented in accordance with the NPWS Regional 
Pest Management Strategy: Metro South West Region. Current priorities include a 
containment program targeting alligator weed, and asset protection programs to reduce the 
impacts weeds are having on endangered ecological communities in the reserve.  

• The local Aboriginal community will continue to be consulted and involved in the 
management of the reserve, including research, preservation, interpretation and 
presentation of Aboriginal culture, and facilitating opportunities for Aboriginal people to 
connect with the land, each other and their culture.  

• NPWS will continue to work with neighbours, local councils and Greater Sydney Local Land 
Services in relation to weed and pest control programs and water quality improvements and 
monitoring in the region in accordance with the Hawkesbury–Nepean Catchment Action 
Plan 2007–2016. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/firemanagement/FireManagementPlans.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/RegionPestManagement.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/RegionPestManagement.htm
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• Ensure powerline easement maintenance is in accordance with established agreements and 
protocols.  

• The need for boundary fencing works will be monitored. Subject to available resourcing, 
assistance may be provided to neighbours to install boundary fencing in accordance with the 
NPWS Boundary Fencing Policy. 

• Roads, tracks and trails will be monitored for erosion, and works undertaken to manage 
water runoff and alleviate soil erosion and associated impacts. Such works may prohibit 
visitor access while rehabilitation occurs. 

• All management activities will be preceded by the preparation of an environmental 
assessment or heritage assessment where this is a requirement of NPWS policy or 
legislation. 

• Environmental repair and threat management programs, such as erosion mitigation 
measures, pest management, and activities arising from threatened species requirements 
may be implemented in accordance with NPWS policies and procedures.  

• Non-intrusive works may be undertaken where necessary to protect cultural heritage items 
from further deterioration, to ensure the safety of visitors, to protect wildlife or to prevent 
damage to park assets. 

• A plan of management will be prepared to set out the ongoing management objectives for 
the park. The plan of management is a statutory document under the NPW Act which will be 
available for public comment. NPWS will also encourage the community to contribute to the 
ongoing conservation of the park by promoting and raising public awareness of its special 
values. 

 

For additional information or enquiries about any aspect of this reserve or this statement, contact 
the NPWS Nattai Office on (02) 4774 6800 or Wolstenholme Avenue, Greendale NSW 2745.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: This is a statement of intent to 
guide the management of the reserve prior 
to the development of a plan of 
management. Any statements made in this 
publication are made in good faith and do 
not render the Office of Environment and 
Heritage liable for any loss or damage. 
Provisions in the final plan of management 
may vary from those identified in this 
document as a result of new information and 
community consultation. The maps in this 
statement are intended to show the 
reserve’s location and basic features only, 
and are not suitable for use when navigating 
to or exploring within parks. 

 
Published by: 

Office of Environment and Heritage 
59 Goulburn Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
PO Box A290, Sydney South NSW 1232 
Phone: (02) 9995 5000 

ISBN 978 1 74359 480 3 
OEH 2014/0168 
June 2014 

 

 


	1. Introduction
	2. Management principles
	3. Context
	4. Values
	5. Issues
	6. Key management directions

