---------------

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Office of
Environment
&Heritage

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH)
Citizen Science Position Statement
'Citizen science is scientific work undertaken by members of the general public, often in
collaboration with or under the direction ofprofessional scientists and scientific institutions.'
(Oxford English Dictionary 2014).
New technology is encouraging citizen science to grow rapidly in Australia and globally, and
presents valuable opportunities to address knowledge gaps.
·
OEH's objective is to make sure that all citizen science undertaken or commissioned across OEH
meets consistent standards and generates information th~t will be used by OEH to support
decision-making. Applying these standards will ensure the information is valid and robust, can
produce meaningful results and lead to sound environmental policy.
Citizen science can take a number of forms, including: animal and plant sightings; volunteer
computing; and building and using scientific tools and methods. Projects can be contributory (i.e.
led by professionals where members of the public contribute), or can be much more strongly
shaped by the participants themselves (collaborative and eo-created projects). OEH use of the
information gathered by externally-led citizen science projects will depend on validation and
verification of the data or information received.
Visit the dedicated OEH Citizen science web page for a list of projects.

Standards and principles
OEH will use the following standards and principles when creating citizen science projects and
commissioning others to undertake projects.
•

Adheres to the OEH Scientific Rigour Position Statement by having sound project design,
meticulous implementation and data validation, objective analysis and reporting of results.

•

Follows OEH Volunteer Policy and Procedures, particularly risk management, safety,
insurance and where applicable, working with children.

•

Adds value for OEH by focusing on OEH priorities and considering the benefits, cost and
use of results.

•

Is beneficial for the community by meeting their needs and interests.

•

Makes the best and most appropriate use of available technology.
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