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Headlines
 > Women were more likely to be concerned about 

environmental problems than men. Four in five women 
(81%) indicated that they were concerned (compared to 
74% of men), and 27% indicated they were concerned 
a great deal (compared to 22%).

 > Men were correct on more environmental knowledge 
items than women. On average, men answered 2.3 out of 
5 knowledge questions correctly and women answered 
1.8 correctly. Men were more likely to correctly answer 
questions about causes of waterway pollution, the 
greenhouse effect and water use in NSW.

 > Women were more likely to see improvement in the 
environment in the past three years, particularly in 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, management 
of weeds and feral animals, coastal planning and 
conservation, and protection and conservation of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

 > Women were more likely to think that climate change is 
having an impact now (42%, compared to 33% of men) 
and men were more likely to think it will have an impact in 
30-50 years’ time (19%, compared to 12% of women). 

 > Women were also more likely to agree NSW should 
take urgent action on climate change (73%, compared 
to 65% of men).

 > Men were more likely than women to consider 
information sources unreliable including national and local 
environment and conservation organisations or groups, 
scientists and technical specialists, schools, government 
departments or agencies, and media personalities.

 > On average, women were more likely than men to often 
do ‘everyday’ environmental activities. Women said they 
often do an average of 5.8 of the ten everyday activities, 
compared to an average of 5.1 everyday activities men 
said they often do.

Concern about environmental problems
Women were more likely to be concerned a great deal about 
environmental problems (27%, compared to 22% of men) and 
to express any level of concern (81%, compared to 74%). 

Men were more likely to be not concerned at all 
(26%, compared to 19% of women). 

These are similar to the findings for the 2006 survey.

Concern about environment problems, by gender

Environmental knowledge
Men answered more environmental knowledge questions 
correctly than women (average of 2.3 out of 5 for men, 
compared to 1.8 for women).

Men were more likely than women to be correct on the 
knowledge questions about:

 > the greenhouse effect (57%, compared to 45% of women)

 > water use in NSW (41%, compared to 29%)

 > causes of pollution of waterways (45%, compared to 33%).

While these findings on knowledge are generally consistent 
with 2006, when men were more likely than women to answer 
the greenhouse effect and water use questions correctly, the 
differences by gender were more pronounced in 2009.

Background
Who Cares about the Environment? is a social research series 
that has been conducted every three years since 1994 to 
measure the environmental knowledge, views, attitudes 
and behaviour of people in NSW.

The 2009 research included a telephone survey in July with 
a representative cross section of 2,003 NSW residents aged 
15 years and over, followed by focus group discussions. This 
summary brings together the findings for the survey in which 
differences were found on the basis of gender. These results are 
also provided with each question in the full published report.

The percentages given are the proportion of individuals 
of that gender who gave the particular response that is 
statistically different from the other gender.
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Most important environmental initiative
Men were more likely than women to nominate energy and 
greenhouse as the most important environmental initiative for 
the NSW Government over the next few years (18%, compared 
to 10% of women). 
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Environmental changes in the past 
three years
Women were more likely to see an improvement in four of 
the 20 issues:

 > managing weeds and feral animals (32%, compared to 
26% of men)

 > reducing greenhouse gases (45%, compared to 36%)

 > coastal planning and conservation (39%, compared to 32%)

 > protecting and conserving Aboriginal cultural heritage 
(54%, compared to 47%).

Men were more likely to say that there had been little or no 
change in coastal planning and conservation (35%, compared 
to 27% of women). 

In addition, men were more likely to see deterioration in four 
of the issues:

 > using alternatives to motor vehicles (30%, compared to 
22% of women)

 > reducing greenhouse gases (21%, compared to 14%) 

 > preparing for the impacts of climate change  
(22%, compared to 16%)

 > managing weeds and feral animals (21%, compared to 11%).

Strictness of environmental regulations 
Men (34%) were more likely than women (27%) to think 
regulation for manufacturing is about right.

Women were more likely than men to be unsure about the 
regulations for:

 > farming and agriculture, tourism, forestry  
(all 13%, compared to 8%)

 > manufacturing (14%, compared to 8%)

 > property development and construction  
(11%, compared to 6%)

 > mining (18%, compared to 9%).

Beliefs about climate change 
While there was no significant difference between men and 
women in their belief that climate change is happening, there 
was a greater tendency for women to perceive climate change 
to be having an impact now (42%, compared to 33% of men). 
In contrast, men were more likely to think it will impact in 
30-50 years’ time (19%, compared to 12% of women). 

Perceived timing of impact of climate change, by gender

As a result, women were more likely to agree that NSW should 
take urgent action on climate change (73%, compared to 
65% of men).

Views on specific environmental issues
Women were more likely to agree that there should be 
greater involvement of Aboriginal people in environmental 
management and conservation (74%, compared to 66% of men).

Views on specific environmental issues, by gender

Men (57%) were more likely than women (47%) to agree that 
rivers and wetlands should get enough water to stay healthy, 
even if this means some country town and farmers dependent 
on irrigation will lose business. Women were more likely to be 
unsure (8%, compared to 4% of men). 

Reliability of information sources
Women tended to be more likely than men to consider 
sources of information reliable, including:

 > national environment and conservation organisations 
(88%, compared to 80% of men)

 > local environment and conservation groups  
(88%, compared to 78%)

 > schools (84%, compared to 78%)

 > media personalities (41%, compared to 32%).

On the other hand, men were more likely than women 
to consider six of the eleven information sources 
unreliable, including:

 > national environment and conservation organisations 
(13%, compared to 6% of women)

 > local environment and conservation groups  
(13%, compared to 6%)

 > scientists and technical specialists (11%, compared to 6%)

 > schools (14%, compared to 8%)

 > government departments or agencies  
(31%, compared to 26%)

 > media personalities (57%, compared to 46%).
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Participation in occasional 
environmental activities
Women were more likely to have encouraged someone else 
to change an activity that is harmful to the environment 
(54%, compared to 48% of men).

There was no significant difference between the extent 
to which men and women had sought information on an 
environmental topic in the last year, but men were more likely 
to access the internet as their first source of information (63%, 
compared to 54% of women). Women were more likely than 
men to have first gone to printed material such as brochures 
and other publications (18%, compared to 11% of men).

Community segments
In 2009, there was clear evidence for two distinct types of 
environmental behaviour: 

 > household-based (e.g. choosing more environmentally 
friendly household products)

 > citizenship (e.g. participating in Landcare).

These two behaviour types were used to identify three 
segments in the population: 

Women were more likely than men to be Privates 
(34%, compared to 29% for men). 

Men were more likely than women to be Reluctants 
(24%, compared to 18% for women). 

The full report
Who Cares about the Environment in 2009? contains the full 
results of the telephone survey. It includes charts and a 
discussion of each survey question, and compares results over 
time, across all key demographic variables and across the three 
environmental behaviour segments.

The full 2009 report, as well as previous reports, is available  
in hard copy and online from the Office of Environment  
and Heritage on 131 555 and  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/community/whocares.htm.

Everyday environmental behaviours  
in the past twelve months 
People were asked how often they had done ten everyday 
environmental behaviours in the past twelve months.

Women often engaged in more everyday environmental 
behaviours than men (average of 5.8, compared to 5.1 for men). 
This is similar to the findings for 2006.

Number of everyday environmental behaviours done often,  
by gender

Actively reducing fuel consumption, and composting or using 
a worm farm, were the only two (of ten) behaviours in which 
there were no significant differences between men and women 
in doing or not doing the activity. 

Women were more likely than men to have sometimes or 
often done all of the other eight behaviours:

 > chosen household products that are better for the 
environment (79%, compared to 69% of men)

 > re-used something (88%, compared to 80%)

 > reduced water consumption (93%, compared to 83%)

 > reduced energy consumption (97%, compared to 92%)

 > avoided products with lots of packaging  
(71%, compared to 59%)

 > avoided plastic bags (80%, compared to 69%)

 > reduced the amount of food their household throws out 
(84%, compared to 77%)

 > bought fewer unneeded items (63%, compared to 55%).

Men were more likely than women to have never done 
six of the 10 behaviours:

 > chosen household products that are better for the 
environment (16%, compared to 10% of women)

 > reduced water consumption (8%, compared to 2%)

 > avoided products with lots of packaging  
(25%, compared to 17%)

 > avoided plastic bags (20%, compared to 12%)

 > reduced the amount of food their household throws out 
(12%, compared to 7%)

 > bought fewer unneeded items (26%, compared to 20%).
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