
 

     

      

      
  

 
 
 

 
 

   
         

 
        
      

     
        

        
            

 
         

 
          

 
          

 
          
          
          

 
 

           
 

                
         

 
 

     
 

            
              

           
 

     
 

            
    

 
     

 
              

            
            

NSW Coastal Panel 

MEETING NUMBER: 5 

LOCATION: Kingscliff 

DATE: 8 November 2011 
MINUTES 

Present
 

Name Nominating Organisation 
Mr Derek Rutherford Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH), Deputy 

Chair 
Prof Bruce Thom Local Government and Shires Associations (LGSA) 
Prof Andy Short Local Government and Shires Associations 
Ms Jane Lofthouse Local Government and Shires Associations 
Ms Yolande Stone Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I) 
Mr Craig Abbs Department of Primary Industries (Crown Lands) 
Mr Mike Sharpin Office of Environment and Heritage – Coastal Panel 

Secretariat 
Ms Jane Gibbs Office of Environment and Heritage – Coastal Panel 

Secretariat 
Mr Marc Daley Office of Environment and Heritage – Coastal Panel 

Secretariat 
Ms Gen Pezzimenti Office of Environment and Heritage – Coastal Panel 

Secretariat 
Mr Allan Young Department of Planning and Infrastructure – observer 
Mr Phil Watson Office of Environment and Heritage – observer 
Mr Richard Hagley Office of Environment and Heritage – observer 

The meeting opened at 12:40pm, following an inspection of Kingscliff Beach. 

An apology from the Chair, the Hon Bob Debus was noted. Professor Thom noted that he 
needed to leave the meeting at 14:00. 

Agenda Item 1 - Inspection 

An inspection of Kingscliff Beach was completed by Coastal Panel members. Panel 
members noted concerns about the lack of approval by the Panel prior to placing rocks on 
the beach using funds from the Natural Disaster Assistance Scheme. 

Agenda Item 2 - Welcome 

The Deputy Chair, Derek Rutherford welcomed everyone to the meeting. Observers were 
introduced to Panel members. 

Agenda Item 3 - Kingscliff 

To assist the Panel in formulating its advice for Minister Parker, it was agreed that Ms 
Lofthouse would provide a presentation with background information about the history of 
Tweed Shire Council’s response to the current erosion problems at Kingscliff. 



   

  

 
           

             
    

 
    

             
              

   
             

    
                

 
               

         
              

            
   

 
            

   
 

           
            

             
               

            
 

         
          

             
         

           
      

            
       

 
            

         
 

               
              

              
        

  
 

           
             

     
 

            
             

            

- DRAFT -


Ms Lofthouse declared an interest in the management of Kingscliff. Panel members are 
satisfied that there is no conflict of interest and encouraged her participation in discussion 
about Kingscliff. 

In particular, Ms Lofthouse noted: 
•	 In 1995 the Coastal Council recommended that the Kingscliff Bowls Club be moved 

two blocks back from the beach at a site that Tweed Shire Council (TSC) had 
recommended. 

•	 In May 2009 severe storms impacted the northern rather than the southern sections 
of the TSC embayments. 

•	 Much of the erosion has been caused by a rip cell present at southern end of 
Kingscliff 

•	 In November 2010, no works had been carried out on Kingscliff Beach. In January 
2011 funding was received from Natural Disaster Relief funds and works were 
approved on the basis that they were permanent in nature. An ‘incomplete’ wall was 
in place in March 2011, fronted by sand nourishment from Cudgen Creek 
(14,000m3). 

In response to the current erosion issues, Ms Lofthouse identified four main initiatives by 
TSC currently underway: 

1)	 TSC have commissioned WRL to investigate terminal wall options for Kingscliff 
Beach. The option of the terminal wall solution (coupled with beach nourishment) 
between Kingscliff SLSC and the Bowls Club was originally in the 2005 Coastal Zone 
Management Study but TSC removed it as an option. TSC want to put the option 
back to Council. The WRL report will address this, including its construction and 
alignment. 

2)	 A review is to be commissioned of socioeconomic factors 
3)	 An operational feasibility study and environmental impacts of sand nourishment with 

sand sourced from the Tweed River and transported via pipeline to Kingscliff Beach 
is to be undertaken by KBR. Director-General’s Requirements are currently being 
sought from the Department of Planning and Infrastructure. This work is supported 
by a $75,000 grant from OEH. 

4)	 Monitoring/coastal processes study to be completed by mid 2012. Findings to be 
incorporated into new Coastal Zone Management Plan. 

Ms Lofthouse also noted that Tweed Shire Council has spent approximately $1.5 million to 
date on managing the current erosion problem at Kingscliff. 

Ms Stone noted that the completion of a recent Costs and Feasibility report by GHD on the 
Tweed River Entrance Sand Bypassing Project. In this report, Option C would send sand 
southward. Could that sand potentially nourish Kingscliff Beach, and should the Panel give 
consideration to it? (Report is available at 
http://www.tweedsandbypass.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/162159/TRESBP_
_164033_GHD_Final_Summary_Report_R3-110908.pdf ) 

There has been previous work conducted at Kingscliff to understand coastal processes. 
These include a Coastal Hazard Definition Study and a Coastal Zone Management Plan 
(both available at http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/Waterways/TheTweedCoastHome.aspx ) 

The Coastal Panel requested that the Secretariat provide a summary of previous work that 
has occurred. Professor Thom requested that Tweed Shire Council advise when the WRL 
work is complete and provide a copy of the report to the Panel. 
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http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/Waterways/TheTweedCoastHome.aspx
http://www.tweedsandbypass.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/162159/TRESBP
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Agenda Item 4 – Application at Judbooley Parade 

The Secretariat outlined an application received from Wollongong City Council for proposed 
works at Judbooley Parade, Windang. 

The application is for new coastal protection works which are within the entrance of a coastal 
lake defined under SEPP71. The proposed works aim to: 

- Allow for reclamation of foreshore and landscaping for pedestrian access and 
amenities; and 

- protection of Aboriginal middens site. 

In relation to the application from Wollongong Council, the Panel agreed to provide the 
following considerations to Wollongong City Council: 

“The NSW Coastal Panel recommends that Wollongong City Council takes the following into 
consideration in relation to the proposed landscaping works at Judbooley Parade: 

1.	 That a suitably qualified and experienced coastal engineer be consulted in designing 
and overseeing the construction of the proposed structure. 

2.	 The Panel noted that the environmental controls identified in the Review of
 
Environmental Factors are considered adequate.”
 

Agenda Item 5 – Other Business 

Mr Rutherford indicated that he had been contacted by Professor Bob Beeton, Chair, 
Independent Scientific Audit Panel for Marine Parks requesting a meeting. As the Chair is 
currently away overseas, the Panel agreed that Mr Rutherford would advise Professor 
Beeton that he would meet with him as Deputy Chair. 

The Panel noted the broad terms of reference of the Audit Panel. 

Agenda Item 6 – Coastal Information System and Digital Elevation Model 

The Secretariat outlined OEH’s work in developing a Coastal Information System and digital 
elevation model. This includes collection of marine LiDAR data, with collection of data from 
Byron Bay north to the Queensland border to be undertaken shortly. 

Next meeting 

A meeting will be scheduled to discuss the terms of reference for advice to the Minister for 
the Environment on Kingscliff. 

Meeting closed 14:20 
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