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Meeting was held online. 
Coastal Council members in attendance: 

• Professor Bruce Thom, Chair 
• Kate Brooks 
• Ron Cox 
• Will Glamore 
• Angus Gordon 
• Jane Lofthouse 
• Annelise Tuor 

This was Coastal Council’s second meeting for 2020, and the final meeting of the current Council. 
It reviewed activities and tasks undertaken since February 2020. 

The Council received reports on further development of the Greater Sydney Harbour Coastal 
Management Program in collaboration with local and state governments; on integration of Marine 
Estate Management Strategy projects with local government Coastal Management Programs; and 
the Batemans Bay Erosion Taskforce. 

At the Minister’s direction, the main task was preparation of advice on the Cooks River Coastal 
Management Program Scoping Study and Gosford Beaches Coastal Zone Management Plan.  

In relation to the Cooks River Scoping Study report, the Minister sought advice by 1 May 2020 on 
three aspects of Study: whether the Cooks River Catchment Scoping Study is acceptable; whether 
any fast-track proposals are appropriate; and, any issues that require further consideration in 
subsequent stages. Council advice on each aspect has been prepared and forwarded to the 
Minister for consideration. It was generally acknowledged that the Cooks River Alliance has 
undertaken a difficult and complex task bringing councils together to address long standing issues 
with the catchment and its waterways as part of the new CMP process.  
 
The Gosford Beaches Coastal Zone Management Plan review addressed six specific matters identified 
by the Minister in relation to the implementation of the CZMP for the Terrigal-Wamberal embayment. 
The advice sought relates to progress of the CZMP; transition of agreed actions in the CZMP into a new 
Coastal Management Program; and identification of any issues that may have impeded the 
implementation of the certified CZMP.  

Other matters discussed included the Government response to an Independent review of the 
Coastal and Estuary Grant Program (2/4/20). Members noted that many of the issues with the 
grant program raised by the Council are now to be addressed. Members also acknowledged 
Minister Hancock’s announcement of an increase in financial assistance to councils to help 
mitigate coastal erosion risks and restore degraded coastal habitats following the 2019-2020 
bushfires (7/4/20). 

The Chair thanked Council Members for their contribution to the Council’s activities and advice to 
the Minister over the past two years. Appointment of the new Council will occur in early May 
2020. 
 
NEXT MEETING  Next Council meeting is scheduled for 30 June 2020. 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/coastal-and-estuary-funding-project-response
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