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NSW Coastal Council 
NSW Coastal Council Meeting – summary minutes 

28 July 2020 

Meeting was held online. 
Coastal Council members in attendance: 

• Annelise Tuor, Chair
• Kate Brooks
• Pam Dean-Jones
• Martijn Gough
• Hannah Power
• Shay Simpson
• Bruce Thom

The meeting agenda focused on updates on the Council’s 2020-21 Work Plan. 

Council’s 2020-21 Work Plan has four main tasks: 

1. Application of "beneficiary-pays" principle to implementing coastal protection options in 
certified Coastal Zone Management Plans and Coastal Management Programs.
Update: Council has taken a prioritised and staged approach to providing strategic input to 
DPIE on this task.
An independent review of the Coastal & Estuary Grant Program in 2019 identified that the 
current retrospective requirement for projects $1 million and over in value in a Coastal 
Zone Management Plan (CZMP) to have a Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA), was a barrier to 
many councils attempting to implement actions in their certified CZMPs. Recommendation 
(#22) of the review to consider removal of the $1 million threshold was deferred for 
further consideration  by the Department in their response. Council’s comment on the 
current retrospective requirement for a CBA has been provided to inform the 
Department’s approach on this matter.

2. Coastal Council audit process and related communication materials.
Update: Work has commenced on the scope and legal requirements a performance audit 
of local government CMP implementation under Section 26 of the Coastal Management 
Act 2016. Council is working closely with DPIE to prepare a draft audit framework that is 
consistent with the requirements of the Act and will assist in the development of good 
practice in the planning and implementation of CMPs.

3. Opportunities to improve water quality outcomes and identify opportunities to integrate 
actions in the Marine Estate Management Strategy with CMPs.
Update: Project inception and progress meetings, including engagements with DPIE Marine 
Estate Management Strategy (MEMS) Initiative 1 (Improving water quality and reducing 
litter) representatives, are identifying the Initiative 1 deliverables relevant and available to 
local government CMP planning and implementation. Opportunities for enhanced 
integration of MEMS deliverables with CMPs is a focus for this task. 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/coastal-and-estuary-funding-project-2019
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/coastal-and-estuary-funding-project-response
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/20/part4/sec26
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4. Implementation review of the Lake Cathie Coastal Zone Management Plan.

Update: The Council is progressing work with DPIE and Port Macquarie Hastings Council
representatives to review the CZMP implementation, status the CZMP actions and identify
issues that may be impeding the plan’s progress.

The meeting also included a presentation by the DPIE Coastal and Estuary Grant Program team on 
the Program and its contribution to the delivery of the NSW coastal management framework.  To 
date, a total $21.6 million has been allocated to projects including CMP planning, CZMP 
implementation and bushfire affected coastal waterways recovery. 

NEXT MEETING:  Next Council meeting is scheduled for 25 August 2020. 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/coasts/coastal-management/framework



