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NSW Coastal Council 
NSW Coastal Council Meeting – summary minutes 

30 June 2020 

Meeting was held online. 
Coastal Council members in attendance: 

• Annelise Tuor, Chair
• Kate Brooks
• Pam Dean-Jones
• Martijn Gough
• Hannah Power
• Shay Simpson
• Bruce Thom

This was the first meeting of a new Coastal Council appointed by Minister Hancock in May 2020. 
Following introductions by all members, new and continuing, the Chair directed members’ 
attention to the agenda noting matters from the outgoing Council, a Departmental update on the 
status of local government Coastal Management Programs, the Minister’s new work plan for the 
incoming Council, and guest presentations to be given in relation to the Marine Estate 
Management Authority and Coastal Management Legal Framework. 

Outgoing Council advice on the Cooks River Catchment Scoping Study and Gosford Beaches 
(Terrigal-Wamberal) Coastal Zone Management Plan Implementation review has been 
acknowledged by the Minister for further consideration by DPIE and Central Coast Council. 

DPIE representatives briefed Council on progress and status of local government Coastal 
Management Programs (CMPs). Currently there are 48 CMPs (20 open coast and 28 estuary) in 
preparation, the Stockton CMP was completed and submitted to the Minister on 30 June 2020. 
CMPs cover much of the state’s coast and councils are working towards completing their programs 
by December 2021. DPIE has developed an assessment framework and is assisting councils in the 
planning and preparation of their CMPs for certification.  

The Minister has directed Council to provide advice on the following matters under its 2020-21 
Work Plan: 

• strategic input on the current application of "beneficiary-pays" principle to implementing
coastal protection options in certified Coastal Zone Management Plans and Coastal
Management Programs;

• developing the Coastal Council audit process and related communication materials;
• opportunities to improve water quality outcomes and identify opportunities to better

integrate actions in the Marine Estate Management Strategy with CMPs; and
• reviewing the implementation of the Lake Cathie Coastal Zone Management Plan.

Council’s work plan also includes ongoing roles as a member of the Stockton Beach Taskforce and 
Chair of the Greater Sydney Harbour CMP steering committee.  

Dr Russell Reichelt, Chair of the Marine Estate Management Authority (MEMA), presented a 
strategic overview of NSW marine estate governance, MEMA priorities for 2020/21 and 
opportunities for integration of MEM Strategy Stage 1 & 2 outputs with local government CMPs. 
Areas of common interest for the Council and MEMA were highlighted and discussed.  

DPIE Legal Services gave a presentation on the legal framework for coastal management in NSW 
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covering topics including: the coastal decision-making framework; links to the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act; State Environmental Planning Policy (Coastal Management); coastal 
management areas and their mapping under the SEPP; and, implications of the framework for oversight 
and management of developments in the coastal zone. Further presentations are anticipated in support 
of the Council’s work plan. 

The Chair thanked Council Members and Guests and looked forward to working with the Minister 
and new Council in fulfilling its independent advisory and audit role under the state Coastal 
Management Framework. 

NEXT MEETING:  Next Council meeting is scheduled for 28 July 2020. 




