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Submission on Coastal Management Reforms 

1. 	 I am writing to object to a key aspect of the proposed coastal management reforms. I 

have lived on the New South Wales coast for over 30 years, a large part of which has 

been in Narrabeen, on the Northern Beaches. 

2. 	 I am concerned about the provisions of the coastal manual which contemplate 

"managed retreat" as a coastal management strategy. That strategy encompasses 

prohibiting protection of private assets that are located in the immediate hazard zone, 

as well as compulsory destruction of private assets (manual, p 19). 

3. 	 A management approach of abandoning homes to let nature takes it course is not 

appropriate for developed areas of the coast where there is existing housing. It would 

be unfair to prevent residents who have purchased their homes in good faith from 

implementing protective measures, forcing them to surrender their homes to the 

ocean, without any form of compensation. 

4. 	 Moreover, there are no provisions of the manual which would restrict the adoption of 

that management approach to cases of real necessity. The disjunctive criteria for 

adoption of the strategy listed on p 18 are unconcernedly unconfined, imprecise, and 

could arguably be satisfied in almost any locale but the Sydney CBD foreshore itself. 

There should be proper requirements to preclude local planning authorities from 

adopting a strategy with such extreme consequences. 

5. 	 At stake in the decision ofwhether to adopt a policy such as "managed retreat" is the 

potential loss of homes of entire coastal communities. These are not decisions which 

are appropriate for local councils to adopt without a series of preconditions. As the 

proposed manual is currently drafted, local councils have almost unfettered discretion. 

Yours faithfully 

Brent Michael 
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