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cc: Mr Geoff Provest, Member for Tweed  

  

Re: Draft Coastal Management Bill – Response 

We are pleased that there is to be an updated coastal protection law for strategic planning and 
management of the coast and that it recognises the principles of ecologically sustainable development.  We 
agree the legislation pertaining to the management of the NSW coastal environment needs to be simplified 
and consolidated.  

None the less these are our concerns in the Draft Coastal Management Bill that need to be 
addressed:  

• The absence of current maps accompanying this draft prevents us from making a fully informed 
response.  We recommend that they are made available before the Act is finalised.  Those who 
have submitted responses should be entitled to review these upon sighting of the maps.  

• The vague description of compliance and enforcement measures concern us. We require that these 
are more clearly described and are enforceable.  We require councils to use current scientific data and 
obtain and reflect the views of the community before responding to issues on the coast. 

• The existing protections for coastal wetlands and littoral rainforests should be retained. The other areas 
need the protections more clearly defined in order to truly and comprehensively protect the coast. 

• We require estuaries be placed in the Coastal Wetlands and Littoral Rainforest category. 

• We are happy with the existing 1 km inland coastal zone boundary but want the current objectives for 
protecting and enhancing the environment to be included in the Coastal Use Area.  

• Cabarita Beach Dune Care are concerned that the cumulative impact of development is not identified as 
part of a planned program.  Mechanisms to account for this must be mandated. 

• Dune Care welcome the newly established Coastal Council.  We believe its role and membership must be 
more comprehensively described so that it is powerful  (in order to enforce compliance and audit 
operations) and comprised of experts in the fields relevant to Coastal systems management. We would 
like the suitable types of expertise outlined so that recruitment practices are clear. 



• Greater emphasis should be given to climate change and sea level rise impacts in Part A and Part B, Stage 
1 of the Coastal Manual. 

• It is of concern to Cabarita Beach Dune Care that councils could move directly from Stage 1 (scoping 
study) to Stage 4 (exhibition and adoption of a Coastal Management Program) without addressing Stage 2 
(detailed studies of vulnerabilities and opportunities) and Stage 3 (response identification and 
evaluation), particularly given that the consideration of important issues, such as social and cultural 
values, vegetation, biodiversity and ecological integrity, hydrology, and water quality is required at Stage 
2.  Part B, Stage 5 should provide further guidance on how feedback provided during public exhibition will 
be responded to or incorporated into the final Coastal Management Program.  We recommend that these 
stages and their defined roles are reviewed. 

• Climate change adaptation and mitigation methods are of great concern. We would like to see natural 
processes identified as a legitimate response to hazards when appropriate. In particular we believe that 
responses to more extreme weather events, increased flooding and inundation and sea level rise need 
more detail to clarify appropriate responses. 

• Cabarita Beach Dune Care require the Coastal Manual to ensure coastal management programs are 
strategic, adopt an integrated approach, consistent with ESD principles, are consistent with a hierarchy of 
objectives which gives priority to assessment of and planning for Coastal Wetlands, Littoral Rainforests 
and Coastal Environment Areas ahead of and as the foundation for Coastal Vulnerability and Coastal Use 
Areas.  

• The Coastal Manual must prescribe that Councils rely on recognised expert, peer-reviewed evidence and 
advice and appropriate assessment in responding to existing and predicted threats to the coastal 
environment, whilst providing for community engagement throughout the process. 

• Existing coastal land acquisition provisions must be retained because of the significant environmental 
values and the vulnerability of the coastal zone. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Faye Nash 

Cabarita Beach Dune Care Coordinator 

 

 

Cabarita Beach Dune Care is not associated with any political party. 




