
Survey Name: Coastal reforms online submission webpages 
Submitted On: 28/02/2016 10:09:54 AM 
Q 1: Title:  
Mr 
 
Q 2: First name:  
John 
 
Q 3: Last name:  
Stuchbery 
 
Q 4: Email: 

 
 
Q 5: Phone:  

 
 
Q 6: Organisation:  
nil 
Q 7: Comments or questions:  
I most strenuously object to the draft legislation. I cannot understand how the NSW State 
Government can do everything it can to protect citizens from bushfire who choose to live in 
forests, yet abandon its citizens who choose to live by the ocean. The proposed policy of retreat, 
with beachfront owners required to not only abandon their property but also pay for demolition 
and clean-up, with no effort from the government to protect these people from the dangers of 
coastal erosion or inundation, is objectionable. Then to propose to increase fines for individuals 
who actually take measures themselves to protect their property and health from threats, is 
unbelievable. I would like you to explain to me why the coastal zone of greater metropolitan 
Sydney is excluded from the legislation. I would like you to explain to me why up to 5 
environmental overlays might apply to a single coastal zone. I would like you to explain to me 
why coastal communities can be abandoned by their government. Have you considered the value 
of tourism to these communities and thence to the state as a whole? Do you understand that the 
science of coastal erosion and sea level rise is far from settled, and that many outdated and 
unproven methods (such as the Bruun Rule) have been erroneously used to overstate the risk? 
Do you understand that the use of satellite altimetry to calculate sea level rise is littered with 
inaccuracies and that tidal guages (such as that at Fort Dennison) actually show what is really 
happening, and it bears no relationship to satellite readings and future predictions? Have you 
calculated the value of land tax paid to the OSR from the many thousands of beachfront 
properties that are not the owner's primary residence? Please do not abandon your citizens. 
Remember my taxes pay for the protection from bushfires of my bush cousins. John Stuchbery 
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