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Submission regarding major changes to NSW coastal protection laws. 

 
I think that the government’s proposed major changes to NSW coastal protection laws, for strategic planning 

and management of the coast in accordance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development and 

for the long-term public interest,  are generally positive and are welcome.  

 

I generally support the specific objectives of the draft Bill, particularly protecting and enhancing environmental  

values, special acknowledgement of Aboriginal cultural heritage and use, ecologically sustainable coastal  

development and land use planning, mitigating future as well as current risks from coastal hazards, taking 

 account of climate change, local and regional scale of coastal processes and implications of dynamic nature of  

the coast and managing use and development accordingly. 

 

Below are some comments and concerns: 

-It is important that existing protections for coastal wetlands and littoral rainforests are retained and enhanced in 

 the new SEPP, including important concurrence and assessment requirements. 

 

-I am very concerned that requirements for councils developing coastal management programs set out in the 

 proposed new Manual must be mandatory and enforceable to ensure that councils are using the best science,  

engaging local communities and adequately assessing and responding to threats to the coastal environment. 

 

This is of particular concern for me because I live in the Wyong shire and I am not confident that Wyong 

Council can deliver on the principles set out in the proposal, because the council currently has no Environment 

Department and therefore lacks the necessary scientific environmental expertise.  

 

-A new independent Coastal Council is generally positive, but its functions and membership should be 

Expanded to provide advice on an integrated approach to coastal management, including  policy, strategic 

functions in relation to the new Act, and community engagement. 

 

It is welcome that the new Coastal Council would conduct audits of local councils’ implementation of its  

Coastal management plan. 

 

It is important that the independent advice that the new Coastal Council provides to the Minister for Planning 

On coastal planning and management issues and the outcomes of these performance audits of local council be 

Made easily available to the public. 

 

- With regards to compliance and enforcement it is extremely important that key elements of the coastal 

Management package, including crucial requirements under the Coastal Manual, must be mandatary and  

enforceable.  

 

-Prior to the Bill being finalised, the Government must publicly exhibit key elements of the coastal reform 

 package, including the coastal zone mapping and the draft text of the proposed new State Environmental 

Planning Policy.  Mapping must be based on robust techniques at a meaningful scale and be ground-truthed. 

 

-It is of concern that the draft Bill itself does not establish any legislative protections for sensitive coastal 

environments. It does not set any limits on development or include mandated requirements for decision makers. 

In order to achieve effective and meaningful protection for the coast, key controls and decision making  

requirements must be established in legislation. 

 

-The Coastal Manual provides too much discretion for local councils. Key components of the Manual must be 
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mandatory for councils and enforceable via the legislation. 

 

-The Coastal Manual should also ensure that Councils are relying on recognised expert, peer-reviewed evidence 

and advice and appropriate assessment in responding to existing and predicted threats to the coastal 

environment, whilst providing for community engagement throughout the process. 

 

-Further to this, mechanisms should be established under the new framework to ensure that coastal management 

 planning and impact assessment is carried out by qualified experts and subject to rigorous external review. 

 

-There should be clearer requirements and guidance for climate change adaptation and mitigation including in 

 relation to flora and fauna species migration, more extreme weather events, and increased flooding and  

inundation and sea level rise.  

 

-As part of the reform, there should be greater integration between coastal management and floodplain  

management. This is of particular concern in the Wyong shire. 

 

I support the overarching objective to manage the coastal environment of New South Wales in 

 accordance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development, as defined in section 6 (2) of the 

 Protection of the Environment Administration Act 1991. 

 

 

I look forward to following the progress of this reform to NSW coastal protection laws. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Kathryn Hines  

 

Wyongah, 

NSW, 2259 

 




