
MICHAEL BLANCHE, , Victoria 3161. 

To Whom It May Concern 

I am a lawyer, rate payer in the Bega Valley Shire and pay land tax to the NSW 
Government.  I live between my property at North Wonboyn and the Melbourne 
address on this submission.  I am appalled at the inequity, discriminatory, 
partisan and most unAustralian legislation being proposed here and the stealth in 
which the Minister, Department and Government have gone about this process.      
I understand the background and history to the proposed legislation.   As a lawyer 
and well educated, I found the terminology in this proposed legislation complex 
and overtly technical.  Following is my submission. 

Michael Blanche LLB 

 

NSW STAGE TWO COASTAL MANAGEMENT REFORM LEGISLATION  

 On 15 November 2015, the Minister for Planning for the NSW Coalition 
Government announced the introduction of a new coastal framework identified 
as Stage II Coastal Management Reforms, reporting to be “modern reforms”. 

The engagement and consultation process and strategy implemented by the 
NSW Government is highly flawed and in conflict with many of the principles 
established by the Federal Productivity Commission Inquiry Report (the 
Report) on Regulatory and Policy Barriers to Effective Climate Change 
Adaptation 2012.  

The Coastal Management Bill 

1. The wording (its manual, toolbox and related policies) is overly 
complex and further complicated by the extensive use of technical jargon, 
generally not understood by property owners and comprehended basically 
only by coastal engineers and lawyers. 

. 
2. Objects of this Act  

Nowhere in this propose legislation protect the livelihood, culture, 
wellbeing and social structure of existing settlements. 

Many of the definitions are themselves described using language that 
requires further definition such as beach profile. 

The term “coastal environment” in the first sentence under 3 Objects 
of the Act, fails to adequately make it clear what land is affected and is 
ambiguous. 

 

.  
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6(2)(c) “to improve the resilience of coastal wetlands and littoral 
rainforests to the impacts of climate change, including opportunities 
for migration”. 

 It appears that migration is to be encouraged where wetlands migrate 
toward existing residential lands. 

3.  Coastal vulnerability area 
Depending on the terrain in regard to coastal management strategies  
natural defences, may or may not be either appropriate of a senseless 
waste of money.  In many cases natural defences simply can not be 
used and the causation factors may not be as a result of climate 
change.  It is both illogical and a flaw to lump all areas that are 
vulnerable to be subjected to rising sea levels and does not appear to 
consider the ramifications of significant storms and cyclones, such as 
Winston, that wrought such horrific damage to Fiji and where following 
rough seas have affected costal NSW with many beaches being close 
and featured on the news media. In our immediate vicinity, the 
intervention of council has caused an erosion issue that  had not 
existed previously. 

    4. Planned Retreat 

The concept of suggesting that the rights of property owners in this 
democratic country are to be extinguished in NSW is preposterous. 
Just how does this legislation protect the property owner who has a 
mortgage and is faced with the cost of demolition of their home and 
making good their land to some abstract concept of what the property 
may have been like at their cost.  How is the mortgage repaid? 

There is no acknowledgement of the values of community and the 
fabric of community life.  Good planning shows responsibility to  all 
aspects of social values.  This legislation snubs these important 
aspects of life and community living.  It is shameful. 

Expropriatory legislation is presumed to require the payment of 
compensation, an important ‘rule of political ethics’. 

 

Governance Issues 

Any legislation that does permits changes to legislation without going 
before the Parliament demonstrates poor governance. This legislation 
has numerous examples of poor governance. 
. 
The reform package is so excessively draconian as to be 
invalid at common law.  
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