
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

From: Peter Barr 
Sent:   Tuesday, 24 November 2015 9:24 AM 
To:     OEH PD Coastal Reforms Mailbox 
Subject:        submission to Coastal Management Bill & Coastal Management Manual 2015 

Re: DRAFT Submission Coastal Management Bill 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

- P13    7 Coastal vulnerability area: Mention made of Climate Change.
 
P10   3 Objects of this Act  P10  3 (i) to encourage and promote plans and strategies to improve the
 
resilience of coastal assets to the impacts of an uncertain climate future including...
 
Climate Change is clearly described in scientific based government departments such as CSIRO &
 
Geosciences Australia. Why the sudden watering down to uncertain. There is certainty, this should remain
 
as it noted in Sect 7.
 

- P13   5 Coastal zone In this Act, the coastal zone means the area of land comprised of the following
 
coastal management areas: These are interchangeable and make little sense as designated areas
 
such as is found in a parking scheme. How will they be managed with common problems.
 
- P21  Div 4, 24 (2) The NSW Coastal Council is to consist of at least 3 and not more than 7 

members appointed by the Minister. 3 members is unworkable.  In regard to 2 (b)  seek
 
independent expert advice also  majority quorum, how will this function with this reduced
 
council membership.


 - P17  16 Consultation 
(1) Before adopting a coastal management program, a local council must consult on the draft 
program with:
               (a) the community, and Later... (3) A failure to comply with this section does not invalidate a 
coastal management program. Sounds like the consultation process may                be ignored. 

- P19    (4) The Minister is to seek the advice of the NSW Coastal Council in the preparation and 
adoption of a coastal management program under this section.
               The council may perform audits at ministers request, though not directly work with council 
programs? There doesn’t seem to be any allowance or facilitation of          interaction between the 
Coastal council and state councils.
               This is an unfortunate departure from the original intent of the old Act: The Act also establishes 
the NSW Coastal Panel to advise the Minister and local councils and exercise functions conferred on it by the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

-       Both the Bill and the Management Program Plan do not mention sea level rise. The Plan mentions 
sea level but not rise. Again this is a political statement not supported by scientific evidence, 
noted on state & federal government sciences based department documentation; This Bill should 
note the underpinning of this science and reflect the conviction to address it for what it is: The 
greatest challenge of our time. 

NSW Dept of Environment website 

Global sea levels are rising and increasing the risk to coastal communities from inundation 
and erosion. Climate change will affect the natural, social and economic welfare of NSW. 

Kind regards, Peter Barr 
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P. BaIT 
Hydrographer 
SSSI Hydrography Commission 
S dne NSW 
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