
15 December 2017  

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage  

Conservation Programs Branch  

Level 12 PO Box A290 Sydney South NSW 2000  

By email: lmbc.support@environment.nsw.gov.au  

 

Dear Biodiversity Conservation Trust,  

Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy 2017 – 2037  

I welcome the opportunity to provide comment on the Draft Biodiversity Conservation 

Investment Strategy 2017 – 2037. There are many areas that I have concerns with but due 

to time restraints I am unable to address them all. The submission by EDO NSW has 

covered the areas I am concerned with and I would like it noted that I fully support the 

submission of EDO NSW. 

Part 2 - Priority investment areas 

Proposed offsetting system 

I believe the proposed offsetting system will in fact lead to greater destruction of biodiversity 

including endangered and critically endangered ecological systems. EDO NSW (p3-4)in their 

submission states: 

‘As noted elsewhere, we have serious concerns about the proposed offsetting system under the new 

laws. Excluding investment in areas under great threat for this reason pre-supposes successful 

ecological outcomes for which there is no evidence. We are strongly concerned about the 

prioritisation of the offsets scheme to deliver outcomes.5 Based on our expert analysis, it is possible 

that the new offsets scheme will actually allow a net loss of certain species and communities in areas 

of high development pressure, rather than contribute to a CAR protected area network. Offsets do 

not need to be like for like, or be in the area impacted by clearing, so will not deliver outcomes in 

priority areas. The limited application of principle 4 in this context should be made clear’. 

Unless offsets are like for like biodiversity already recognised and documented as 

under great threat from development may in the long-term not survive. 

It is essential that the Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy 2017 – 2037 does not 

become a strategy where conservation of biodiversity becomes ‘tokenistic’ ie a strategy is 

legalised where biodiversity is sacrificed for development approval. If a developer is allowed 

to clear land, substitute offsets from a different area and/or pay money into a new 

Biodiversity Conservation Fund then it is farcical to state that conservation will occur in 

development areas where land for development is in high demand at premium prices. 

For example, Critically Endangered Cumberland Plains Woodlands (CECPW) will be at 

imminent threat.  As stated on the now archived Government website: 

http://www.environment.gov.au/resource/cumberland-plain-woodland 

Cumberland Plain Woodland 

Where is it found? 
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‘In 1877 Cumberland Plain Woodlands covered 107,000 hectares occupying approximately 30 per 

cent of the Sydney Basin. This community type was once widespread in the Plains but has been 

reduced to a few fragmented stands by human use for farming, industry and housing. Today less 

than six per cent remains in small fragments scattered across the western suburbs of Sydney, 

totalling only 6400 hectares. The remaining fragments occur in areas subject to intense pressure 

from urban development. 

Although some areas occur within conservation reserves, this is in itself not sufficient to ensure the 

long-term survival of the community unless the factors threatening the integrity and survival of the 

community are eliminated.’ 

I note that expansive development has and continues to occur in the Sydney Basin since 6% 

was noted on the Government website. Development including the proposed Western 

Sydney Airport (approximately 1700 hectares of Critically Endangered Cumberland Plains 

Woodlands) plus surrounding development and infrastructure will have a significantly reduce 

the amount remaining.  

If developers are able to offset from a different area then there is a serious risk to the 

survival of the Cumberland Plains Woodland, already critically endangered. Wildlife 

corridors will be decimated with areas fragmented. 

The example I have given demonstrates why offsets must be like for like. 

Biodiversity conservation is crucial and I believe we as the current generation have an 

obligation to ensure strategies put in place provide intergenerational equity so our future 

generations have the opportunity to experience and enjoy our amazing biodiversity.   

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

  




