
Help save the White-bellied Sea-
Eagle

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Haliaeetus leucogaster

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Lachlan Copeland

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Landscape species

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20322

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20322#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of White-bellied Sea-Eagle occurrence and 
priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Land clearing reduces the 
amount of suitable habitat 
available and this can force 
birds to nest in sub-optimal 
habitats where their breeding 
success is greatly reduced. 
Coastal development is 
increasing in density and 
spread impacting White-
bellied Sea-Eagle habitat and 
populations.

Liaise with government agencies in regions where nests occur to 
highlight the importance of retaining appropriate vegetation buffers and 
maintaining habitat quality, so they can consider the species when 
making planning decisions.

 Area

Land clearing reduces the 
amount of suitable habitat 
available and this can force 
birds to nest in sub-optimal 
habitats where their breeding 
success is greatly reduced. 
Coastal development is 
increasing in density and 
spread impacting White-
bellied Sea-Eagle habitat and 
populations.

Inform relevant land managers of the location of known nests and high-
quality foraging areas, so they can consider the species when planning 
future use of the area.

 Site

The White-bellied Sea-eagle 
is sensitive to disturbance 
when nesting, especially 
during the early stages of the 
breeding season, and may 
desert nests and young if 
confronted by humans or 
exposed to human activity. 
Residential development, 
coastal tourism 
developments, and coastal 
land sub-divisions have been 
implicated in the 
abandonment of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle nest sites.

Where a breeding site is identified, restrict access to the area where 
possible during the breeding season. Key areas for restricting access 
include National Park Estate, and local council managed land. Where 
active nests are identified on private land, approach land managers to 
discuss options and to outline the importance of restricting access.

 Site

The White-bellied Sea-eagle 
is sensitive to disturbance 
when nesting, especially 
during the early stages of the 
breeding season, and may 
desert nests and young if 
confronted by humans or 
exposed to human activity. 
Residential development, 
coastal tourism 
developments, and coastal 
land sub-divisions have been 
implicated in the 
abandonment of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle nest sites.

Where active nests are identified, particularly during the breeding 
period, approach land managers to negotiate the installation of 
permanent or temporary signage. Signs are to outline that an active 
nest is in the area and any disturbance is detrimental to the species.

 Site

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

The White-bellied Sea-eagle 
is sensitive to disturbance 
when nesting, especially 
during the early stages of the 
breeding season, and may 
desert nests and young if 
confronted by humans or 
exposed to human activity. 
Residential development, 
coastal tourism 
developments, and coastal 
land sub-divisions have been 
implicated in the 
abandonment of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle nest sites.

Inform local communities of the importance of the White-bellied Sea 
Eagle, the need for protecting habitat and the impacts of disturbance 
during breeding. Education actions could include signage at key 
locations, letter box drops, and articles in local papers particularly prior 
to breeding periods.

 Area

The White-bellied Sea-eagle 
is sensitive to disturbance 
when nesting, especially 
during the early stages of the 
breeding season, and may 
desert nests and young if 
confronted by humans or 
exposed to human activity. 
Residential development, 
coastal tourism 
developments, and coastal 
land sub-divisions have been 
implicated in the 
abandonment of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle nest sites.

Liaise with the relevant government agency and contractors to minimise 
direct and indirect disturbance from infrastructure projects near White-
bellied Sea Eagle habitat. Disturbance should be minimised by not 
conducting activities during the breeding period and using 500 m 
buffers around nests where there is intact vegetation, or 250 m buffers 
in fragmented areas.

 Site

In coastal areas potential 
threats to foraging resources 
include: clearing, degradation 
or reclamation of saltmarsh, 
mangroves, sea grass and 
other riparian or shallow 
water vegetation resulting in 
loss of fish nursery habitats 
and food resources. 

Liaise with councils and government agencies in regions where suitable 
foraging habitat occurs to highlight the importance of retaining 
appropriate vegetation structure and maintaining habitat quality, so they 
can consider the species in conservation planning. Key areas for 
consideration include maintaining fish nursery habitat (e.g. saltmarsh, 
mangroves, seagrass and shallow water vegetation).

 Area

In coastal areas potential 
threats to foraging resources 
include: clearing, degradation 
or reclamation of saltmarsh, 
mangroves, sea grass and 
other riparian or shallow 
water vegetation resulting in 
loss of fish nursery habitats 
and food resources. 

Where degraded suitable foraging habitat occurs, and an active nest is 
in the area, rehabilitate and restore habitat through planting of 
saltmarsh & mangroves, controlling runoff, and other similar measures.

 Site

Off-road vehicles accessing 
remote coastal areas, and 
various forms of recreation 
(e.g. surfing, bushwalking, 
rock-climbing, fishing, 
hunting and intrusive 
photography), have each 
been implicated in the 
abandonment of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle nest sites.

Where recreational activities may impact White-bellied Sea Eagle 
habitat (either directly or indirectly), liaise with the relevant government 
agency to minimise disturbance at those sites. This is particularly 
relevant for recreational activities on National Parks Estate and council 
managed land.

 Site

Increased mortality due to 
entanglement in discarded 
fishing gear, and 
entanglement in fish farm 
nets.

Develop a range of educational products targeting the commercial and 
recreational fishing community, that outline the importance of the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle and the impacts of discarding fishing 
equipment and general rubbish on the species. Educational material 
should target specific magazines, local newspapers, radio programs 
and similar audience specific channels.

 Area



Threat Action description Scale

Increased mortality or 
reduced breeding success 
due to non-target poisoning 
during vertebrate pest 
control, exposure to industrial 
chemicals and pesticides 
used for agriculture (directly 
or indirectly through prey), 
and deliberate poisoning.

Develop a range of educational products for use across NSW. Items 
should target sectors such as agriculture, commercial fishing, 
government and industry, to highlight the importance of the White-
bellied Sea Eagle and the impact that non-target poisoning can have on 
the species. Educational material should target magazines, local 
newspapers, radio programs and similar audience specific channels.

 State

Climate change, leading to 
sea-level rise will result in 
inundation of low-lying 
coastal areas with unknown 
impacts on this species. In 
inland areas increased 
drought frequency and 
duration may result in inland 
areas being increasingly 
unsuitable for nesting, 
compared with baseline 
levels.

Monitor occurrence of White-bellied Sea Eagles at representative sites 
across their NSW range and compare with other states. Track eagle 
occurrence, particularly successful breeding events against local 
climatic data.

 State

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

